Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
18th Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026 
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JUST DO IT. ACTIONS MAY PRECEED ATTITUDE.
Prelude                                                            
Welcome & Announcements                                                
Opening Hymn                                                          “Seek Ye First”

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
                                                                             Silence is kept for reflection.
C: Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
    Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from 
    seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
    our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus 
    Christ. Amen.
C: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but 
     only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                  “Canticle of the Turning”  vs. 1                                                          #723                 
 
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
     from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
     Lord. Amen.
 
Please join in the responsive reading of Psalm 25
1 To | you, O Lord,
I lift | up my soul.
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4 Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
8 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9 You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way. 



Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name that is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.	

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32
C: Glory to you O Lord.
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon by Betsy Salm
Message ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                                  “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”    

The Apostle’s Creed 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession ~ “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 
                                                                                         A brief silence.
P: Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your ways. Give us servants hearts and help us be like Jesus. 
    Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Help us heed your call to care for creation and bless farmers as they enter into harvest. Hear us, O God.
    Your mercy is great.
P: Inspire those in authority to use their power for the common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Bless those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially Chad Frank, Kelly Meyer, Shelia Kalies, Peter Cigler, 
    Theodore Jeske Jr., Courtney Fahley, Judy Jorgenson, Hannah Evenson, Michael Goehring and Skyler Schuler.
     Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Calm troubled hearts and help those in need of healing or hope – especially Judy Harris, Linda Berge, Herb Krueger, 
    Bev Griffin, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Colleen Loritz, 
    Kymberly Valleskey, Merle Graf, and Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your 
    mercy is great.
P: We thank you, O Lord, for life and for your love. Help us show our love for you in the way we live.  Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great.
P:  Into your hands we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers, trusting in your grace through Jesus Christ our Lord.
     Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                                "Give Thanks”
Give thanks with a grateful heart.   Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  (Repeat)
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
Give thanks.
Offertory Prayer 
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
    with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
    today and always.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you 
    strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                             “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service” vs. 1,2,4                                     #712

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord!  
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*******************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                        Acolyte: Paden Hougen
Greeter: Judy Harris                                                             Lector: Brian Ulness
Head Usher: Tom Madson                                                   Ushers: Brian and Tammy Brill, Marcus Galien
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness 	                                     Projection: Zachary Lenzner                       
Video/Live Stream: Al Gilbertson                                          
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                         Acolyte: Garrett Jeske
Greeter: Brian and Tammy Brill                                           Lector: Joan Pritzl
Head Usher: Lee A. Evenson                                                Ushers: John Robley, Steve & Ginny Schwoerer                     
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness       	                                       Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner
Projection: Mollie Junk                            

Last Week – Sunday: 132   Wednesday: 36     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $3,404.00

Faith’s Opportunities September 2
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
Tuesday			8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. Lifeline Screening in fellowship hall
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
					7:15 P.M.  Confirmation
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   	10:00 A.M. Sunday School, Fellowship Hour, First Communion retreat
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 


Communion Schedule Change
No communion on October 4. Communion will be celebrated on October 11 and October 18. Thank you for your understanding.

Veterans Day Display- In honor of Veterans Day, Ralph Christianson is putting together a special display to recognize and celebrate the veterans in our church, community and families. We would love for you to share photos, military memorabilia, uniforms, medals or other items that help tell your story or the story of a veteran in your family. Please bring items November 1-4 and place them on the back side of the information desk in the gathering space. Be sure to include your name (and the veteran's name if different), branch of service and any other information you'd like to share with us. Items will be on display in the gathering space November 8-15; please plan to pick up items after service on the 15. Thank you for helping us honor the men and women who have served our country!  Questions, please contact Ralph Christianson at 920-876-3455.

Pantry Needs for October 17
Soups: Chunky soups; tomato soup; cream of chicken; cream of mushroom; and other flavors. Please do not 
             donate chicken noodle soup.
Canned foods: Canned meals, brown beans, corn, peas, potatoes, mixed vegetables, and fruit.
Household supplies: Dish soap, laundry detergent, and facial tissues.

Faith on Fire is open to all High School students
Meetings: Devotional time followed by group activities will take place the 1st Wednesday of the month. 
               Located in the Youth Room (downstairs) from 7:15 PM to 8:15 PM. Snacks and drinks are 
               provided.
Communication: Main updates, outings, and event reminders are shared via the TeamReach app. Name of        
                        Group: Faith On Fire (Group Code): FaithOnFire).
Registration: To register for Youth Group, please use the QR code. All Youth Group, Confirmation, and 
                   Sunday School registrations are done through this QR code.
Join us: Wednesday, October 7th. 7:15pm- 8:15pm

October Stewardship is Incourage
General Items: dishwasher detergent, dish detergent, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, cleaning supplies, disinfecting wipes, bleach, mops, brooms, paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, kitchen utensils, silverware, food storage containers, freezer bags, kitchen towels, dish cloths, bath towels, wash cloths, pillows, pillow cases, twin & full vinyl mattress covers, alarm clocks, laundry baskets, baby monitors, AA & AAA batteries, full size sheet sets.
New Clothing for Adults & Children: socks, underwear, sweatshirts, sweatpants, t-shirts in all sizes, mittens/gloves, hats & scarves. **ALL CLOTHING MUST HAVE TAGS ATTACHED***, maybe even gift receipts tapes taped to clothing that have no tags??
Personal Care Items: infant, child & adult cold, flu & allergy medicine, cough drops, lip balm, feminine products, lotion, face wash/body wash, baby bottles, Sippy cups, bottle brushes, teething toys, diapers & pull-ups (size 2,4,5&6), wipes, diaper rash cream, combs, brushes, hair dryers.
Food: non-perishable food items.
Gift Cards: gas, groceries, local stores, movie rentals, calling cards.
Anything purchased for the center should be clearly marked Incourage and placed inside the stewardship cabinet at the top of the stairs near the church office. Any gift cards or cash can be left in the office. Thank you for your continued support. --Terry Haupt

 
