Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
17th Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]
NO MEASURES OF FORGIVENESS: GOD FORGIVES
Prelude                                                            
Welcome & Announcements                                                
Opening Hymn                                                          “Jesus Loves Me”                                                                         #595

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
    Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
    justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and 
    reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only 
    forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                          “This is the Feast”                                                                 Page 140 

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]C: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on
     our own abilities, grant us your mercy, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
     Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.
4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, 
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to 
be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up 
over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, 
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 
die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not 
know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.	





Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot 
say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might 
abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by 
side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is 
evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have.  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.	

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
C: Glory to you O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message and Blessing of Backpacks ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                                  “We Are One in the Spirit”    

The Apostle’s Creed 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: God of Backpacks, transitions, and life...help us to carry with us always the assurance of your grace and presence and 
     hearts willing to reach out to others with your hope and grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of science and research, lead us to not only discover new tools needed for health, healing and life, but also help us 
    to use what you have shown us to heal people and our world and to help us live together better. Hear us, O God. Your 
    mercy is great.
P: God of learning and growth, bless students and teachers and learners of all ages.  Grant us open and wise minds, ability 
    to discuss together and learn from our differences, willingness to ask questions and explore possibilities, and inspiration 
    to try new paths to healing and hope.  We pray not only for students and teachers of your word, but also for secular 
    education of all ages.  Thank you for our freedom to learn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Joyce Sorenson, 
    Makenna Kaderabek, Herb Krueger, Jackie Shimek, Lynn Burzynski, Steve Kuenstler, Travis Goehring, Michiela 
    Miller, Harry Kwasny, Linda Hoefner, Marlene Kohlmann, Tricia Olson, Taylor Jeske and Kathy Mattern. Hear us, O 
    God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for the family of Esther Halverson, Linda 
     Berge, Herb Krueger, Bev Griffin, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, 
     Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Merle Graf, and Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, 
     O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                                "Give Thanks”
Give thanks with a grateful heart.   Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  (Repeat)
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
Give thanks.
Offertory Prayer 
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
    with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
    today and always.
C: Amen.

The Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God                                                                                                                                                              Page 146
Post Communion Prayer
P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
    table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in 
    whose name we pray.  C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you 
    strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                    “This Little Light of Mine”

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord!  
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*******************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                         Acolyte: Lauren Halverson
Greeter: Ted Goman                                                             Lector & Communion Aide: Judy Harris
Head Usher: Tom Madson                                                   Ushers: Mark and Angie Ulness Family                      
Sound Operator & Projection: Stefanie Kaderabek             Video/Live Stream: Al Gilbertson                             
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                        Acolyte: Paden Hougen
Greeter: Judy Harris                                                             Lector: Brian Ulness
Head Usher: Tom Madson                                                   Ushers: Brian and Tammy Brill, Marcus Galien
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness 	                                     Projection: Zachary Lenzner                       
Video/Live Stream: Al Gilbertson                                          
Last Week – Sunday: 106   Wednesday: 65     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $3,644.00

Faith’s Opportunities September 20-27
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship 
					10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour ~ Bake Sale
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
					6:30 P.M.  Council
Tuesday			9:00 A.M. Senior Christians at Fork ‘n Knife
					11:00 A.M. Funeral for Esther Halverson
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
					7:15 P.M.  Confirmation
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting
					8:30 A.M. Secretary’s Meeting
					6:00 P.M.  Book Club 
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   	10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 

Getting to Know Pastor Diane
Pastor Diane Wheatley would like the opportunity to get to know you. Please wear a name tag when you are at church so she can begin connecting names with faces. Name tags are available at the information desk and on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

September Stewardship is SOAP AND CLOTH FLAT FOLD DIAPERS/DIAPER PINS
Please bring in new bars of gentle soap (Dove, Ivory) and place in the Stewardship cabinet across from the church office. Please also bring in flat fold cloth diapers. These can be purchased from walmart.com or
gerberchildrenswear.com. Most diapers come in a 10 pack. Also 4 large diaper pins per kit are needed. These
should also be placed in the Stewardship cabinet.

Life Line Screening will be here at Faith Lutheran Church on Tuesday, September 29 offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physical.  To be more proactive about your health for yourself, your family and your community, please register for these health screenings today.  There is no time like the present to take action!  
Three ways to register:
•       Call toll-free: 1-800-324-9458 promo code HABC001
•       Online: LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC 
•       Text: the word circle to 216-279-1607
 

