Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026 
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FORGIVE BECAUSE WE ARE FORGIVEN
Prelude                                                            
Welcome & Announcements                                                
Opening Hymn                                          “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage”                                                        #509

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
    Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
    justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and 
    reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only 
    forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C: Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                               “Canticle of the Turning”  vs. 1 & 2                                                      #723                 

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little 
ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.	

Please join in the responsive reading of Psalm 103.
[ 1 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
 2 Bless the Lord, | O my soul, and forget not | all God’s benefits—
 3 who forgives | all your sins and heals all | your diseases;
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; 
 5 who satisfies your desires | with good things so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
 6 O Lord, you provide | vindication and justice for all who | are oppressed.
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. ]
  8 Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; 
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
C: Glory to you O Lord.
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message and Presentation of Bibles ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                              “Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil”                                                       #512    
The Apostle’s Creed 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
P: Word of Life, we pray that you will help us not only understand but also follow your Word in our lives.  Lead us to 
     embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of the Bible, bless Bible translators, those who distribute Bibles especially in places where people are not free to 
     read your word; and help us to cherish and use the freedom we have to read, study, discuss, and proclaim your Word.
     Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Lord of Creation, the endless beauty of our creation reminds us of your mercy.  Protect those who care for farms and 
    ranches, forests and waters, parks and animals.  Guide us to wonder and your creation and care for it. Hear us, O God. 
    Your mercy is great.
P: God of mercy, calm the fears of those in need of hope and comfort; help those who carry burdens of resentment or guilt 
     to find relief in your mercy; and use we your people as healers in this broken world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
     great.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Timber Schuler, 
    Connie Torrison, Sue Riesterer, Samuel Gordon, Darlene Colbo, Judy Evenson, Kristin Pederson, Geoff Valleskey.
    Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Herb Krueger, Kathy Mattern, Bev Griffin, 
    Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, 
    Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, and Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O 
    God. Your mercy is great.


P: Thank you, Oh God, for the gift of life, for the gift of this day, for families and friends, and the many blessings you 
     shower upon us.  Into your hands we commend both our spoken and unspoken prayers. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
     is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                                "Give Thanks”
Give thanks with a grateful heart.   Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  (Repeat)
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
And now let the weak say, I am strong!
Let the poor say, I am rich  Because of what the Lord has done for us!
Give thanks.
Offertory Prayer 
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
    with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
    today and always.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you 
    strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. C: Amen.
Closing Hymn                                                             “Thy Word”

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

***************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                   Acolyte: Eliza Wilker
Greeter: Judy Harris                                                             Lector: Joyce Sorenson
Head Usher: Glenn Otto                                                       Ushers: Steve Ahrens, Wayne Huske, Bonnie Gordon
Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness                       Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen                                          
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                         Acolyte: Lauren Halverson
Greeter: Ted Goman                                                             Lector & Communion Aide: Judy Harris
Head Usher: Tom Madson                                                   Ushers: Mark and Angie Ulness Family                      
Sound Operator & Projection: Stefanie Kaderabek             Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek                             

Last Week – Sunday: 65   Wednesday: 32    Offerings to the Lord’s work: $5,263.00

Bible Presentation Today   
The following students will receive their Holy Bibles and Devotionals today:
3K: Legend Bast, Xander Erskine, Emery Ewen, Brady Glaeser, Lenny Klessig, Ritta Peterson, Charlie 
       Saunders, Colin Stalvey and Kinsley Wittmus.
Third Grade: Future Bast, Kinsley Christianson, Odwynn Jandrey, Seth Madson, Addison Pinkerton, Bryant 
                      Schwoerer, and Braxton Wenzel.
Seventh Grade: Aubree Boll, Dustin Eisenschink, Taylor Jeske, Jayden Khail, Lydia Kuenstler, Anders 
                           Sorenson, Ava Wenzel and Bree Wenzel.


Faith’s Opportunities September 13-20
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
					5:00 P.M.  Board of Stewardship
					6:00 P.M.  Board of Lay Ministry
					6:30 P.M.  Card Making
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
					7:15 P.M.  Confirmation
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting 
Saturday			9:00 A.M. Open Pantry
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship ~ Blessing of Backpacks
                                   	10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 

Getting to Know Pastor Diane
Pastor Diane Wheatley would like the opportunity to get to know you. Please wear a name tag when you are at church so she can begin connecting names with faces. Name tags are available at the information desk and on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

Blood Drive Thank You
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our recent blood drive. Because of your generosity, we exceeded our goal and helped make a meaningful difference for others.
· Goal: 20 products collected
· Actual total: 27 products collected
· Impact: 81 lives saved overall—21 more than our original goal of 60
Thank you for helping make this blood drive such a success!

Pantry Needs for September 19. The pantry is requesting the following items: Fruit, pudding, and Jell-O cups in 6-pack cups, hamburger or boxed meals, brown beans, diced, crushed, or whole tomato products, canned spaghetti sauce, soup (except chicken noodle), canned fruit, cake or brownie mixes, Ketchup, dish soap, and laundry soap, regular-size tampons, sanitary napkins, liners, and Kleenex.

Board of Evangelism Bake Sale
The Board of Evangelism will host a bake sale on Sunday, September 20, and Wednesday, September 23. All donations will support the purchase of Faith Lutheran Church logo pens for the Welcome folders and the information desk.  Fundraising goal: $130.00

September Stewardship is SOAP AND CLOTH FLAT FOLD DIAPERS/DIAPER PINS
Please bring in new bars of gentle soap (Dove, Ivory) and place in the Stewardship cabinet across from the church office. Please also bring in flat fold cloth diapers. These can be purchased from walmart.com or
gerberchildrenswear.com. Most diapers come in a 10 pack. Also 4 large diaper pins per kit are needed. These
should also be placed in the Stewardship cabinet.
