Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
21st Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026 
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Prelude                                                            
Welcome & Announcements   
Call to Worship                                                 “Ring Joyous with the Sound”                                                  Bell Choir                           
Opening Hymn                                                  “Now We Join in Celebration”                                                           #463

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
                                                                             Silence is kept for reflection.
C: Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
    Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from 
    seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
    our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus 
    Christ. Amen.
C: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but 
     only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                         “This is the Feast”                                                                  Page 140             
 
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]C: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us
     act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
     Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7
1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and to strip 
kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the
mountains; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of 
darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by
your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a title, though
you do not know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not
know me, 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the 
Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Please join in the responsive reading of Psalm 96
 1 Sing to the Lord | a new song;
 sing to the Lord, | all the earth.
 2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord;
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
 3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
 4 For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised,
  more to be feared | than all gods. 
 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens.
 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples,
  ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power.
 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name;
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. 
 9 Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness;
  tremble before the Lord, | all the earth.

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
C: Glory to you O Lord.
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                                         “Step By Step” 

Holy Baptism of Archie Lee Voss
P:  Do you believe in God the Father?
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 
      rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
      and the dead.

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
      resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord God, source of all that we have, grant us your wisdom in choosing how to use the resources you have put at our 
     disposal. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit of love to seminarians and 
     those beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them and sustain all those who work 
    to preserve them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Bless those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially Whitney Ulness, Doreen Bessert, Brittany McCulley, 
    Deacon Conrad, Bob Pederson, Roger Manke, Lorin Berge, Phillip Steinberg, Zoey Zutz, Everett Madson, Michael 
    Jeske, Grace Sorenson, Lynda Pautz, Carol Ulness, Roxanne Bubolz, Connie Kimmes, Dexter Valleskey, Erin Lenzner, 
    Elaine Zutz and Sonja Gilbertson. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



P: We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or suffering, especially the 
     family of Herb Krueger, Judy Harris, Linda Berge, Bev Griffin, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
     Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Merle Graf, and Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are 
     the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. Encourage them in their work of faith and 
    labor of love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
     our Lord. Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                    “We Give Thee but Thine Own”                                                            #686
Offertory Prayer 
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
    with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
    today and always.
C: Amen.

The Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
First Communion – Receiving their First Communion today are Camden Duchow, Aislinn Galien, Ava Hammel,                       
                                  Reegan Kaderabek, Casen Ott, Grayson Ulness and Levi Wenzel.
Post Communion Prayer
P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
    table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in 
    whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you 
    strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                         “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”                  
P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord!  
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*******************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                         Acolyte: Trevor Pinkerton
Greeter: Cheryl Domrath                                                       Lector & Communion Aide:  Jenniffer Zutz
Head Usher: Paul Franz                                                         Ushers: Keith Lippert, Rod Merino, Mary Thomsen                     
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness       	                                       Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen
	                          Projection: Judy Harris                            
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                          Acolyte: Paden Hougen
Greeter: Marlene Evenson                                                     Lector: Don Domrath
Head Usher: Paul Franz                                                         Ushers: Brian and Tammy Brill, Dick Menza
Sound Operator & Projection: Stefanie Kaderabek 	              Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek                                         

Last Week – Sunday: 116   Wednesday: 42     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $6,555.00

Celebration of Life arrangements for Herb Krueger are as follows: Friday, October 23, visitation from 9:00-11:00 am, funeral at 11:00 am, meal in fellowship hall after service.

Flowers are placed in the altar area in honor of the 74th wedding anniversary of Don and Delores Johnson.



Faith’s Opportunities October 18-25
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Sunday School (resumes next week) and Fellowship Hour
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
					6:30 P.M. Council and Card Making
Tuesday			9:00 A.M. Senior Christians at 7 Angels in Chilton
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
					7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   	10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 

This morning, we welcome Archie Lee Voss into God’s kingdom and our congregation through Holy Baptism. Archie was born to Joshua and Melissa Voss on August 24, 2026, and his baptismal sponsors are Jordan Menges, Jenny Laurent, Justin Kenneke, and Lance Preston.  Grandparents are Rob and Judy Voss and Patsy and Lee Schroeder. We rejoice at Archie’s rebirth through water and the Word! 

Quilt Auction – Our Faithful Quilters will put their handiwork on the pews for all of us to enjoy on October 22. Quilts will be in the church until November 19. If you would like to purchase a quilt, it is $100.00. You may pay by cash or check made out to Faith Lutheran Church - Quilters and give it to Cheryl Domrath, Marlene Evenson or the church office. Proceeds will be used to purchase fabric and batting.

On Sunday, November 1, we will celebrate everyone’s commitment to the work of Faith with a potluck brunch and fellowship!  This event will take place in the Fellowship Hall. The Board of Stewardship will provide scrambled eggs and ham, and we ask everyone attending to bring a dish to pass. Perhaps your favorite side dish or dessert! The potluck will begin immediately after the 9:00 a.m. worship service, and everyone is encouraged to stay for food, fellowship, and our Game Day following the brunch.  No Packer game! Please sign up for the meal on the sheet at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Space so we know how many eggs to scramble!

Veterans Day Display- In honor of Veterans Day, Ralph Christianson is putting together a special display to recognize and celebrate the veterans in our church, community and families. We would love for you to share photos, military memorabilia, uniforms, medals or other items that help tell your story or the story of a veteran in your family. Please bring items November 1-4 and place them on the back side of the information desk in the gathering space. Be sure to include your name (and the veteran's name if different), branch of service and any other information you'd like to share with us. Items will be on display in the gathering space November 8-15; please plan to pick up items after service on the 15. Thank you for helping us honor the men and women who have served our country!  Questions, please contact Ralph Christianson at 920-876-3455.

October Stewardship is Incourage
General Items: dishwasher detergent, dish detergent, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, cleaning supplies, disinfecting wipes, bleach, mops, brooms, paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, kitchen utensils, silverware, food storage containers, freezer bags, kitchen towels, dish cloths, bath towels, wash cloths, pillows, pillowcases, twin & full vinyl mattress covers, alarm clocks, laundry baskets, baby monitors, AA & AAA batteries, full size sheet sets.
New Clothing for Adults & Children: socks, underwear, sweatshirts, sweatpants, t-shirts in all sizes, mittens/gloves, hats & scarves. **ALL CLOTHING MUST HAVE TAGS ATTACHED***, maybe even gift receipts tapes taped to clothing that have no tags??
Personal Care Items: infant, child & adult cold, flu & allergy medicine, cough drops, lip balm, feminine products, lotion, face wash/body wash, baby bottles, Sippy cups, bottle brushes, teething toys, diapers & pull-ups (size 2,4,5&6), wipes, diaper rash cream, combs, brushes, hair dryers.
Food: non-perishable food items.
Gift Cards: gas, groceries, local stores, movie rentals, calling cards.
Anything purchased for the center should be clearly marked Incourage and placed inside the stewardship cabinet at the top of the stairs near the church office. Any gift cards or cash can be left in the office. Thank you for your continued support. --Terry Haupt

