Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Christ the King Sunday
November 23, 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship                                                “Lord I Stretch My Hands to You”                                        Inspiration Choir

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of 
    oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We 
    reject your abundance, seeking our desires instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
    broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.
C: Amen.
P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy 
    Spirit you are set free.
C: Amen.

Opening Hymn                                                     “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  vs. 1,2,4,5                                         #855        

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we 
     give thanks to you for your great glory. May your kingdom come. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world 
     into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
     you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God 
of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days 
Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and 
patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He 
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.


Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 C: Glory to you O Lord.
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                                             “Beautiful Savior”                                                                              #838
In the early 1600s, the lyrics of Beautiful Savior were collected and shaped into the form we know today, eventually finding its way into Lutheran hymnals around the world. The beloved melody, known as “Schönster Herr Jesu” became cherished for its simplicity, its warmth, and the way it paints Jesus not only as Savior, but as the joy of creation itself. It proclaims that the glory of mountains, meadows, sunrise skies, and spinning galaxies all pale beside the grace of Jesus Christ. And yet, astonishingly, this beautiful Savior loves us… imperfect, weary, longing people, with a beauty that redeems.

Apostle’s Creed
Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Lord, you are the King and creator of all that is. Teach us how to follow where you lead. We pray for leaders and advocates 
     in government, civic life, and public safety. Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. 
     Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for any in this world who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or spirit, or sick. Comfort all 
     in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for the majestic mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, 
     and grasslands. Continue to bless our farms and ranch lands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. 
     Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for the body of Christ in this place gathered around word and sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where 
     all people of all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith Lutheran Church 
      and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your pathways. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy Schnell 
     and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Thomas Voss, Roger 
    Pingel, Kimberly Johnson, Aubree Haberman, Gladys Hansen, Luna Tan, Erin Schwoerer, Dennis Gordon, Henry Bubolz, 
    Bjorn Kalies, Abbey Zutz and Paisley Loucks. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, Roger 
     Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Bertha Kulnick, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
     Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Veronica Dunnington, Mike Bushman, Ilan Walny, Todd 
     Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your 
     mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion 
     made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                              “We Give Thee But Thine Own” vs. 1                                                      #686
Offertory Prayer
P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 
    through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus 
    Christ our Savior, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work 
     ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”  (sing twice)                                          #857                        

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer	                                                      Greeter: Walker Ulness                                         
Acolyte: Allison Goehring                                                                     Lector & Communion Aide: Stacy Wilker                                  
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                                                Ushers: Dean & Rose Behnke Family              
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness         	                                                      Projection: Whitney Ulness             
Video/Live Stream: Carter Kuenstler
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                         	                                 Greeter: Sage Peterson      
Acolyte: Carter Kuenstler                                                                      Lector: Ava Ulness
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                                                Ushers: Bonnie Gordon, Mary Thomsen, Richard Menza
Sound Operator: Erin Lenzner 	                                                              Projection: Zachary Lenzner        
Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner
	                                                                     
Last Week – Sunday: 147   Wednesday:  50   Offerings to the Lord’s work: $8,842.00
[bookmark: _Hlk213245354]
Flowers are placed in the altar area in loving memory of Norma Argall by Bob and family.

Faith’s Opportunities November 23-30
Sunday		     		10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
						5:30 P.M. Jazzercise
Tuesday				3:00 P.M.  Bible Study
						6:15 P.M.  Thanksgiving Service
Wednesday			9:00 A.M.  Jazzercise
                                                 NO Worship or Confirmation
Thursday & Friday                 Office Closed
Saturday				9:00 A.M.  Christmas Decorating
Sunday		     		8:00 A.M.  Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M.  Worship 
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
						11:30 A.M.  Advent By Candlelight

The 2026 offering envelopes are available in Gathering Space.  Please secure yours today. Every year you receive a new number, so you can dispose of your 2025 envelopes.  
 
Poinsettia orders will be taken November 30 to December 10.  All plants are in a 6 ½” pot and are red in color. Cost is $9.50.  Please see the table in the Gathering Space for orders.

Inasmuch Service
Please consider bringing an unwrapped gift for a child 0-18 years of age to place under our tree in the front of the church between Wednesday, December 3rd, and Sunday, December 7th. The gifts will be blessed on the 7th and distributed to families in need in Manitowoc County through the Salvation Army and Lakeshore Foster Families and Friends. We are blessed to be partnering again this year to collect and distribute gifts with the local business Wells Concrete. “Inasmuch as you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for Me.” Matthew 25:40 



Pantry Needs for December 20: veggies-canned potatoes, corn, carrots, peas, green beans (NO BROWN BEANS), canned mushrooms, mixed veggies. Maruchan or other instant microwaveable meals, canned meals such as beef stew, chicken ala king, chili, any other can meal. Canned fruit, Mac and cheese, peanut butter, jam, jelly, honey, flavored oatmeal, cereal, Hamburger Helper (no Tuna Helper), cookies, snack items, instant coffee, cocoa, juice boxes, instant dry milk, boxed milk, Jello, pudding cups, Ramen soups, scalloped potatoes, Minute Rice, spaghetti sauce, tomatoes products - sauce, whole, diced, strewed , paste, pasta sauce, laundry and dish soap, feminine products, cleaning supplies. Items can be placed in the bins in the Gathering Space at the Information Desk. 

The Board of Evangelism would like to extend our sincere thanks for the overwhelming support for the Salvation Army Sharing Tree this year. Because of your generosity, we will help brighten Christmas for several children this year, thanks to all of you. 

Faith Lutheran Church, thanks to generous donors, has a good “hearing assistance” set up. There are headphones in the back of the narthex and ushers to help you use it.  But the whole system works through what is called a “T-loop”. And modern hearing aids can usually receive the T-loop signal directly if your hearing aid technician turns on that feature.  And then it works very well through your hearing aids, and you do not need the headsets.



