Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026 
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Welcome and Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
C: Amen.
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 
    lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank 
    you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving 
    death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the 
    breath of peace. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and 
    angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. C: Amen.

Opening Hymn                                                  "Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                                   LBW #367		
Kyrie                                                                                                                                                                  Pages 138-139
This is the Feast                                                                                                                                                Pages 140-141

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.  
C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to 
     follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with 
     you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Acts 7:55-60
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you 
who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 
corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
		                                                        
Gospel Acclamation       
                             Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.   P. 151

Gospel: John 14:1-14  C: Glory to you O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman  
Hymn          		                           "The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve"	                                            #551
The Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: And also with you.
Prayers of Intercession 
P: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to 
    proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made 
    from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace and justice. Guide 
     political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and 
     assistance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who 
    are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your love in the world. 
     Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray for soldiers we do not know and for ones we 	
     name now before you. Be with Daniel, Carter, Matthew, Andy, and Jacob. Be their constant companion and bring      
     them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219791002]P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Kim Tan, Stacy 
    Olm, Eric Haupt, Walker Ulness, Dominic Hernandez, Lori Bruckner, Rachel Robley, Ella Hammel, Brenda Johnson, 
    Jared Petska, Ben Kalies, Lexie Evenson, Peter Scharenbroch, Richard Schaeuble, Dan Esser and Tim Brick.
    Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Mike Shimek, Marilyn 
     Robley, LuAnn Helgeson, Ginny Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
     Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger Linsmeier, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, 
     Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know 	your abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                  "We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                              #686
Offertory Prayer 
P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of 
    that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
    mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
C: Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer  
Invitation to Communion     P: Come to the table that our Lord has prepared.
Prayer after Communion
P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak 
    peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate 
     and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn        			          “On Our Way Rejoicing”                                                                     #537
P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                Acolyte: Skyler Schuler
Greeter: Grace Sorenson                                                   Lector & Communion Aide: Joan Pritzl
Head Usher: Matt Krogh                                                   Ushers: Wayne Huske, Mark & Angie Ulness	                                            Sound Operator: Loren Ulness                                          Video/Live Stream: Travis Schisel 	                               
Projection: Mollie Junk                                                   
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                      Acolyte: Lauren Halverson
Greeter: Peytyn Peterson                                                    Head Usher: Matt Krogh                                                                             Ushers: Steve Ahrens, Brian & Tammy Brill        	             Sound Operator: Erin Lenzner                                                                                             Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner 	                               Projection: Addison Spindler                                                    	                                                 

Last Week – Sunday: 159    Wednesday: 54     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $5,039.00

Faith’s Opportunities May 3-10
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour and Sunday School (last one until September)
					10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday			9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
					6:00 P.M. Boards of Lay Ministry and Evangelism
Tuesday			3:00 P.M. Bible Study 
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
					6:15 P.M. Worship
					7:15 P.M. Confirmation 
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting 
Saturday			9:00 A.M. 2nd Saturday Bible Study
Sunday			8:00 A.M. Bell Choir 
					9:00 A.M. Worship (Sunday School kids sing)
					10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 

Flowers are placed in the altar area in honor of Steve and Ginny Schwoerer’s 40th wedding anniversary by their children and grandchildren.
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our dedicated teachers and helpers. Your commitment and support have been essential in guiding our Sunday school and Confirmation students as they have grown in God’s love throughout this year. Your efforts have made a meaningful difference, and we truly could not have achieved this without you.

Vacation Bible School registration forms are due to the office by Sunday, May 10th. 

Need Help with Spring Yard Work? The NYG Youth will be accepting invitations to help you with spring outdoor work you may need help with. Please contact us to schedule a date and time. There is no fee, but donations will be accepted for NYG Youth. You can contact the church office, Bridget Valleskey, James Schuessler, or Sherrie Pinkerton to get things started.

Geranium orders for Pentecost Sunday, May 24, are now being accepted. If you would like to place an order, please do so by May 13. To order, visit the display table located in the gathering space and follow the instructions provided there.
May Stewardship — Personal Care Kits
1 light weight bath towel (52 x 27) (dark colors)                                                                               
3 bath sized bars of soap (4-5oz.) any brand in original wrapping                                                                                         
1 sturdy comb (no picks or fine teeth)          
1 metal nail clipper           	
Please place your items in the stewardship cabinet across from the church office.
 
Pantry Needs and Upcoming Distribution May 16
The pantry is currently in need of several essential items to support spring cleaning and meal assistance for those in our community. While donations of cleaning supplies such as dust spray, window cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner and brushes, soft scrub, and any products suitable for spring cleaning are welcomed, there are additional shortages that need to be addressed. Food Items Needed: Canned tuna, mayonnaise, canned or microwaveable meals, canned fruit, brown beans, tomato products including paste, diced, stewed, whole tomatoes, sauce, and canned spaghetti sauce (please note: no jar items), Hispanic food items. cake and dessert mixes. Non-Food Items Needed: toilet paper, paper towels, assorted size tampons, medium size sanitary napkins. Items may be placed in the bins at the information desk or in the bin outside the pantry door on the lower level.

HMC Safe Opportunities for Activity & Recreation (SOAR) is excited to invite you to be part of “Ready, Set, Play,” a community-wide effort to help local youth and adults access sports/play equipment and stay active. Until May 19, we are collecting new and gently used sports equipment (all sizes welcome). We accept items such as balls, bats, gloves, cleats, rackets, jump ropes, yard games, sports bags, and more. Donated items will be made available during a distribution event FREE to the community during the Manitowoc Farmers Market on June 6th from 8am-1pm. Any remaining equipment will continue to be shared with local organizations to benefit the community. This effort is all about working together to remove barriers to play and promote physical activity. We believe that healthy communities begin with play and we would love your help. Please place your items in the bin provided in the Gathering Space.

