Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]
Welcome and Announcements ~ Temple Talk by Joan Pritzl
Call to Worship                                                         “Living Hope”                                                      Inspiration Choir
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the beginning God spoke, and the earth breathed forth life. In the fullness of time, God spoke again, and the Word 
    took flesh among us. In this season of rising sap and opening soil, God speaks still – calling dry bones to live, calling 
    weary hearts to hope, calling the whole creation to sing. Come, let us worship the Lord of life.
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who brings life out of death, growth out of barrenness, and hope out of 
    despair.
C: Amen.
P: God of all seasons, we confess that we resist your renewing work. We cling to what is familiar, even when it no longer 
    gives life. We turn inward when you call us outward. We forget that you make all things new. Forgive us, O God. 
    Break open the hardened places of our hearts. Plant your mercy deep within us, that we may rise and grow in Christ.
C: Amen.
P: Hear the good news: God does not abandon what God has made. In Christ, sin is forgiven, new life is given, and grace 
    blooms where we least expect it. You are forgiven, renewed, and set free in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,
    and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Hymn                                          “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                                                 #517
Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                              “Now the Feast and Celebration”                                                           #167

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray. 
C: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ
     and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through 
     Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
     forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers and sisters (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 
persons) and said, 16 “Brothers and sisters, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus, 17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted 
his share in this ministry.” 
21 “So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness 
with us to his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was added to the eleven apostles. L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout 
for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, 
which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and 
sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
		                                                        
Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172
Gospel: John 17:1-11  C: Glory to you O Lord.
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman  

Confirmand Processional and Video ~ The Rite of Confirmation 
Congregational Response
P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from 
    sin, and raise us to eternal life. Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in (name), the gift of your Holy Spirit; 
    confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life, give her/him patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life.
C: Amen.
P: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the 
      good news to all the world.

Passing of the Peace     
P: The peace of Christ which makes all things new, be with you always.  C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Rooted in the promise of new life, let us pray for the church, the world and for all whom God is renewing. Merciful 
    God, receive our prayer.
P: O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, 
     bishops and all people of faith to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your creative power fills the universe. We ask you to bring favorable weather, to nurture plants and animals, to protect 
     us from natural disasters and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in all our leaders, business leaders, school 
    administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We ask you to teach us how to soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss 
     and support their families and heal the sick. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your love shines from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing significant transitions in life 
     such as graduation, retirement, new employment, occasions of grief, and life changing occasions of joy.  Accompany 
     us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray for soldiers we do not know and for ones we 	
     name now before you. Be with Be with Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob 
     Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219791002]P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Ellen Polifka, 
    Jennifer Ott, Michael Wenzel, Charlie Saunders, Romelle Rusch, Jim Pederson, Tom Rutherford, Josh Olson, Pat 
    Mulhaney, Ty Lippert, Everett Galien, Doris Olson, Colten Fuller, Ken O’Leary, Aliza Sabourin, Judy Valleskey, Scott 
    Reinertson and Rex Valleskey. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Andrea Manke-Christel, Don Johnson, Mike 
     Shimek, Marilyn Robley, Ginny Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
     Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger Linsmeier, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, 
     Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know 	your abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                      "Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                              #186
Offertory Prayer 
P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of 
    that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
    mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (sung)                                                                                                                               Page 144
Sanctus (sung)                                                          “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                 Page 144
The Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God                                                                                                                                                              Page 146
Post Communion Canticle                            “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                                                     #204
Post Communion Prayer
P: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and nourished us with your grace. Send us out now, rooted in 
    Christ, to tend your world with care, to love boldly, and to bear the fruit of your renewing Spirit.
C: Amen. 

Blessing
P: May the God who brings life from the earth renew your strength. May Christ the living vine, abide in you. May the 
    Spirit cause hope to rise within you, now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn        			                 “I Love to Tell the Story”                                                              #661

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                Acolyte: Sage Peterson
Greeter: Ted Goman                                                          Lector & Communion Aide: Jenniffer Zutz
Head Usher: Matt Krogh                                                   Ushers: Joan Pritzl, Lori Propson, Mary Thomsen	                                            Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness                    Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen	                               
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                  Acolyte: Walker Ulness
Greeter: Grace Sorenson                                                     Head Usher: Paul Franz                                                                             Ushers: Keith Lippert, Rod Merino, John Robley              Lector: Ava Ulness 	     
Sound Operator & Projection: Makenna Kaderabek          Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek 	                                                                              	                                                 
Last Week – Sunday: 200    Wednesday: 35     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $13,237.00

Need Help with Spring Yard Work? The NYG Youth will be accepting invitations to help you with spring outdoor work you may need help with. Please contact us to schedule a date and time. There is no fee, but donations will be accepted for NYG Youth. You can contact the church office, Bridget Valleskey, James Schuessler, or Sherrie Pinkerton to get things started.



Faith’s Opportunities May 17-24
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
Monday			9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
					5:30 P.M. Board of Stewardship
					6:30 P.M. Council
Tuesday			9:00 A.M. Senior Christians at the Lighthouse Inn
					2:00-6:00 P.M. Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall
					3:00 P.M. Bible Study 
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
					6:15 P.M. Worship
					6:30 P.M. Card Making
					7:15 P.M. Faith on Fire
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting 
					6:00 P.M. Book Club
Sunday			9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 

Congratulations to today’s Confirmands: Cambria Behnke, Allison Goehring, Mitchell Kaderabek, Carter Kuenstler, Zachary Lenzner, Ethan Spindler, and Mikaela Spindler. May God’s light guide and bless you throughout your lives.
All high school seniors and families are invited to THE VALDERS AREA BACCALAUREATE SERVICE         at Faith Sunday, May 31 at 12:30 p.m. Together we will ask for guidance and blessings for our graduates. Graduates need to be dressed in their cap and gown and in the Gathering Space by 12:15 P.M. 

   Faith’s monthly stewardship projects originally began as a mission of the women of Faith Lutheran Church. Although that group is no longer active, Terry Haupt has continued coordinating these projects by providing a monthly list of needed items in the bulletin and on the church website under the “Give” page. Samples of needed items have also been displayed on a table in the Gathering Space.
   The kits for Lutheran World Relief — including Baby Care Kits, Personal Care Kits, School Kits, and Fabric Kits are assembled by volunteers on God’s Work, Our Hands Day and sent to LWR along with the quilts made each year.
   The Board of Stewardship has agreed that since Terry now serves as Treasurer and as a member of the Board of Stewardship, it is appropriate for these monthly stewardship projects to become an official responsibility of the Board of Stewardship. We are also introducing a new promotional method in hopes of increasing participation in this important mission effort. Beginning this month, tags listing specific items needed for each month’s stewardship project are placed on a tree in the Gathering Space, similar to the Sharing Tree before Christmas. We hope this will encourage greater participation in Faith’s stewardship mission projects. A container is placed next to the tree for returning tags so they may be reused. Please place donated items in the Stewardship Cabinet across from the church office. 
   Thank you for the donations you have made for this important mission!
 
HMC Safe Opportunities for Activity & Recreation (SOAR) is excited to invite you to be part of “Ready, Set, Play,” a community-wide effort to help local youth and adults access sports/play equipment and stay active. Until May 19, we are collecting new and gently used sports equipment (all sizes welcome). We accept items such as balls, bats, gloves, cleats, rackets, jump ropes, yard games, sports bags, and more. Donated items will be made available during a distribution event FREE to the community during the Manitowoc Farmers Market on June 6th from 8am-1pm. Any remaining equipment will continue to be shared with local organizations to benefit the community. This effort is all about working together to remove barriers to play and promote physical activity. We believe that healthy communities begin with play and we would love your help. Please place your items in the bin provided in the Gathering Space.
