Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 
Call to Worship                                           “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”                                Inspiration Choir

Opening Hymn                                                 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                             #759

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of 
     your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through 
    Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
    Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill 
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you 
shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the 
Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all 
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and 
had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found 
in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake!
  Rise from the dead,
 and Christ will shine on you.”  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         
Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Gospel: John 9:1-41  C: Glory to you O Lord.
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  P:  The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                              “What Wondrous Love Is This”                                                             #666
         
Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
                  (Please observe flu and cold prevention protocols).

Prayers of Intercession 
P: God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community and across the globe in right 
    paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Teach us how to rescue endangered animals and 
     plants, and preserve threatened ecosystems. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Teach us how to bring an end to war and violence. Raise up 
     leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who seek goodness, mercy and 
     truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant, and transform the hearts of all 
    infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God our friend, we praise you for the gifts of people among us. Awaken us to share and receive the gifts we each 
    possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially as our nation goes to war. We pray for 
    soldiers we do not know and for ones we name now before you. Be with Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Hear us, O God. Your 
    mercy is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week and last: Mike 
    Siewert, Valerie Valleskey, Cheyenne Propson and James Goehring. Terry Evenson, Sherrie Pinkerton, Eliza Wilker, 
    Allison Goehring, Lainey Zutz, Lydia Kuenstler, Ryan Valleskey, Kolten Schisel, Ritta Peterson, Dennis Hougen, 
    Bailey Goehring, Coltz Zutz, Bob Argall and Trevor Pinkerton. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for LuAnn Helgeson, Ginny Meyer, Roger 
     Sorenson, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger Linsmeier, 
     Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. 
     Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                                  “Lamb of God”  vs. 1                                                                    #336                        
Offertory Prayer
P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
    earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
    who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
    and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                         “I Love to Tell the Story”                                                               #661                    

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                        	                                      Greeter: Grace Sorenson
Acolyte: Carter Kuenstler                                                                          Lector: Don Domrath
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                                                    Ushers: Earl & Barb Griffin, Rod Merino
Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness                                             Video/Live Stream: Liam Cline

Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                        	                                                 Greeters: Peytyn Peterson                                        
Acolyte: Zachary Lenzner                                                                          Lector: Joyce Sorenson                              
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                                                    Ushers: Marcus Galien, Loren Ulness, Bob Wigen     
Sound Operator: Makenna Kaderabek                                                       Projection: Ethan Ulness           
Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek

Last Week – Sunday: cancelled    Wednesday: 52   Offerings to the Lord’s work: $2,599.00      


Facility Cleaning Update
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to everyone who participated in the cleaning projects on Saturday, March 14. Your hard work and dedication made a significant impact, and we are grateful for your efforts in keeping our facility beautiful. During the cleaning, we realized that additional deep cleaning will be needed in the future to maintain our facility. Please keep an eye out in the fall for another opportunity to volunteer and help with these ongoing projects. -- Julie Hartman
  
                      



Faith’s Opportunities March 22-29
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
						5:30 P.M. Board of Stewardship
						6:30 P.M. Council (rescheduled from last week) 
Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study 
Wednesday			9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						5:00 P.M.  Soup and Sandwich Supper (last one)
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday				8:00 A.M.  Quilting
Saturday				11:00 A.M.  Memorial Service for Charley & Veryl Hein at Our Saviors 
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

Noisy Offering for Sunday School Risers: The Noisy Offering collected on Palm Sunday will go toward paying for a third set of risers for the Sunday school students. We invite everyone to bring their coins to worship for this special collection. Your generous support is greatly appreciated. Sunday School Students Singing: On Palm Sunday, the Sunday school students will present special music by singing during the worship service.

Palm Sunday Egg Hunt Candy Donations Needed
We are collecting donations of wrapped candy for the upcoming Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, which is organized for our Sunday School students. If you would like to contribute, please drop off your candy donations by Wednesday, March 25. Kindly place all donations by Bridget’s office. Your generosity is greatly appreciated as we prepare for a fun and memorable event for the children. Thank you for your support! 
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Assembly 2026 - Bishop Election
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bly 2026 will be a particularly meaningful and
s it includes the election of a bishop.

Congregations can support their delegates by
praying for them, encouraging thoughtful
discernment, and trusting them to listen for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit as they participate in
this important decision on behalf of the church.
LEARN MORE AT:
ECSW.ORG/2026-SYNOD-ASSEMBLY
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