Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
9th Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026 
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Prelude                                                         

Processional Hymn                                     “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”                                        #771                 

Welcome & Announcements

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin to God.
C: Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
    In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
    In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
    In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.  C: Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                             “Glory to God”                                                                   Page 139                               

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]
First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 
groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he 
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then are we 
to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for 
all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of 
God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.		                                                        

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
C: Glory to you O Lord.
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman
Hymn                                                                “O Living Bread from Heaven”  vs. 1,3,4                                            #542

The Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support the natural 
     world, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places from city parks to lawns and yards. God of 
     grace, hear our prayer.
P: God our peace and our guide, help us hear each other’s stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your 
    love from which we can never be separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, 
    mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or 
    divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. God of grace, hear our prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219791002]P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Macy McDonald, 
    Brian Ulness, Cheyenne Saunders, Trevor Wittmus, Luke Evenson, Michelle Koehler, Alyse Fuller, Tyler Madson, 
    Samantha Hammel, James Schuh, Dane Ott, Kohen Goehring, Rolyn Jorgenson, Nancy Christianson, Kerry Schnell, 
    Brynlee Meidl and Jack Miller. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Kathy Mattern, Jill Backus, 
     Bev Griffin, Ginny Meyer, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger 
     Linsmeier, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. 
     Lord you are the Great Physician. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                      "Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                              #186
Offertory Prayer 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, 
    our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
    who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift 
    up his countenance upon you and give you peace: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn        			                 “Blessed Assurance”                                                                      #638

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

***************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                   Acolyte: Sage Peterson
Greeter: Mardell Huske                                                        Lector: Joan Pritzl
Head Usher: Lee A. Evenson                                               Ushers: Lori Propson, John Robley, Brian Ulness                              Sound Operator & Projection: Erin Lenzner                        Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner

Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                   Acolyte: Westen Schisel
Greeter: Wayne Huske                                                         Lector & Communion Aide:  Jenniffer Zutz
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                              Ushers: Mary Thomsen, Earl and Barb Griffin
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness                                             Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen                                           
Projection: Judy Harris

Last Week – Sunday: 69    Wednesday: 28     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $3,931.00

Faith’s Opportunities July 26-August 2
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting
Sunday			9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 





Homemade Pie and Ice Cream Social: The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a Homemade Pie and Ice Cream Social to raise funds for Faith Lutheran’s Pantry.  Join us on Sunday, August 2, from 11:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at the Valders Community Center for a Homemade Pie and Ice Cream Social. Slices of pie with ice cream will be available for $5.00, and whole pies will be available for $20.00. Take-out orders will also be available.   

A Message from Sandy Halverson at Faith’s Open Pantry
Thank you for your continued support of Faith’s Open Pantry. Your generosity makes a difference for families in our community. Donations are currently down, so your ongoing support is especially appreciated.
Donation Guidelines Please keep the following in mind when donating items:
• We cannot accept open food items, even if boxes or bags have been taped shut. These items 
   must be discarded.
• If donating items in glass jars, please double- or triple-wrap them to prevent breakage. Canned or 
   plastic containers are preferred.
• Please make sure dish soap, laundry soap, and other liquid items are tightly closed and placed in a 
   bag to prevent leaks.
Thank you again for your donations, care, and support! -- Sandy Halverson, Pantry Coordinator

National Youth Gathering Donation
A donation to the National Youth Gathering has been given in honor and gratitude for the service of Claudio Santiago and Wanda Rosado Rodriguez of Puerto Rico. May they be richly blessed. -- Jim and Jeanette Schuessler.
