Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Second Sunday of Christmas
January 4, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn                                       “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”  vs. 1-2                                       #308       

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:  Reconciling God,
C: We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always recognized 
      your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the 
      burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our 
      participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be 
      born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.
P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let 
    the earth rejoice and be glad!
C: Amen.

Kyrie                                                                                                                                                                           Pages 138-139
This is the Feast                                                                                                                                                         Pages 140-141

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to
     reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
     and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
 7 Thus says the Lord:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O Lord, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back;
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.
 10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
  and declare it in the coastlands far away;
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
  and over the young of the flock and the herd;
 their life shall become like a watered garden,
  and they shall never languish again.
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
  and the young men and the old shall be merry.
 I will turn their mourning into joy;
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
 says the Lord.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 
9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained 
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel 
and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you 
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory.  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 C: Glory to you O Lord.
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                                   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                                      #295

Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
Prayers of Intercession 
P: O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with us now, not only in the infant 
    Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the waters of baptism. Grant us 
     wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: You reveal yourself in infinite ways. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in bodies of all kinds, and in 
    kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
    great.
P: You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, or a new living situation, 
    especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with all who need your life-giving touch this day. Hear 
    us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in this congregation and in the 
     wider community. We pray especially for the pantry ministry of our congregation. Make our tables signs of your 
     welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Hear us, O God. Your 
    mercy is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Wayne Huske, Jo 
    Jones, Jennifer Kiel, Ginger Linsmeier, Addison Pinkerton, Elma Castro, Abigail Reinke, Tannor Wittmus, Marann 
    Schmidt, Susan Jeske, Shannon Jorgenson and Lenka Hougen. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, 
     Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, 
     Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                   “Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow”                                          #884
Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk217045259]P: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for 
    the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217045202]The Great Thanksgiving
Preface ~ Page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                            Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer  
Invitation to Communion     P: Come to the table that our Lord has prepared.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Prayer after Communion
P:  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts the wonderful 
     mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the glories of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through 
     Christ born in us.
C: Amen.

Benediction 
P: The triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                             “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” vs. 1-3                                             #310                       

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 



Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                    	                                 Greeters: Earl & Barb Griffin   
Acolyte: Ethan Spindler                                                                         Lector: Joan Pritzl
Head Usher: Mathew Krogh                                                                  Ushers: Marcus Galien, Loren Ulness, Bob Wigen
Sound Operator: Garrett Ulness 	                                                            Projection: Libby Olson                 
Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek	                                                      Communion Aide: Earl Griffin
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                   	                                                   Greeters: Ron and Jo Jones                                         
Acolyte: Garrett Jeske                                                                             Lector: Judy Harris                                  
Head Usher: Mathew Krogh                                                                   Ushers: Gary & Linda Heeler, John Robley            
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness                   	                                             Projection: Mollie Junk          
Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen

Last Week – Sunday: 70      Christmas Eve & Day: 425     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $13,005.00

Faith’s Opportunities January 4-11
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
						6:00 P.M.  Boards of Lay Ministry and Evangelism
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study
						6:30 P.M.  Card Making
Wednesday			9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation and Faith on Fire
Thursday				8:00 A.M.  Quilting
Saturday				9:00 A.M.  Take Christmas decorations down ~ 2nd Saturday Bible Study
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

The Annual Budget and Election Meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will be on Sunday, January 18 at 10:15 a.m. We encourage you to attend and vote on our 2026 budget and those being elected to board positions in the congregation. Snow Date: January 25.

This year Faith’s Quilters distributed quilts to these nonprofit agencies: 
Lutheran World Relief Oct. 17 shipped...............140 		Domestic Violence (InCourage).....................30 
Hope House...................................................................13 		Manitowoc Co. Foster Care.............................30 
Faith Church Pantry...................................................25 		The Haven (Men's Shelter)..............................10  
Texas Mission church taken by Linda Menza…..17 		Salvation Army....................................................93 
Parish members recovering from surgeries…….2 		St. Mary's Parish.................................................1 
Reserve of children's quilts for future..................8 		Reserve of quilts for emergencies...............9 
Boxed quilts for Lutheran World Relief 2026....24 		Quilts for homeless in cars during census.2 
Quilt sales off pews by members..........................30 		Quilts completed in 2025……………………………..….434
Thank you to all who helped to make this mission successful. We provided warmth to people internationally, nationally as well as locally. 
 
On behalf of The Endowment Committee and Faith’s Open Pantry, I’d like to extend our sincere gratitude to our congregational members for your food donations, and monetary gifts to the pantry this year.  Your kindness is a true blessing and makes a difference in the lives of our community and area communities facing food shortages.  Your contribution helps us stock our shelves, ensuring pantry guests who visit us have a wide variety of options to choose from.  There are so many individuals and groups/area clubs to thank that I can’t name them all without possibly missing anyone, so a huge thank you to everyone! – Sandy Halverson 

