Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 25, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship                                                           “To Believe”                                                          Inspiration Choir

Opening Hymn                                               “How Firm a Foundation” vs. 1-2                                                         #796      
How Firm a Foundation” comes to us from the early American church, first published in 1787 in a hymnal for young believers. Its author is unknown, but its voice is unmistakable: not humanity speaking to God, but God speaking to humanity. Every stanza is a promise. STEADY. STRONG. UNSHAKABLE. For generations, this hymn has been sung in moments of uncertainty, grief, and courage. It reminds us that faith is not the absence of trial, but the presence of God within it. When fire comes, God says, I am there. When waters rise, God says, I will not let you fall. This hymn doesn’t deny suffering…it anchors us through it. As we sing, we don’t proclaim our strength. We rest in God’s faithfulness, the foundation that holds when everything else gives way.

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your light, and 
     direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
     Lord. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
 2 The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
 3 You have multiplied exultation;
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4 For the yoke of their burden
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that 
there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been 
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each 
of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ 
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 
power. 18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 C: Glory to you O Lord.
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
 16 the people who sat in darkness
  have seen a great light,
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
  light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                                    “How Firm a Foundation”   vs. 3-4                                                  #796

Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
(Flu and cold prevention protocols. Use the hand sanitizer found in the pew. Do not shake hands: maybe bump elbows, wave, peace sign).

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the church in every land. Guide all the 
    baptized and deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise 
    stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with our fellow inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: Holy God, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are ill. We pray for all who are affected 
    by natural disasters. Teach us how to provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of patience and respect, that 
    we may love one another as you love us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith Lutheran 
     Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your pathways. 
     Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Jody Koehler, 
    Jacob Halverson, Audrey Lippert, Stetson Fochs, Aaron Robley, Collins Duchow, Liam Cline, Tammy Esser and Kiara 
    Miller. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for LuAnn Helgeson, Don Johnson, Jill Backus, 
    Ginny Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
    Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, 
    Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.


Offering  
Offertory Response                                   “Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow”                                          #884
Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk217045259]P: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for 
    the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk217045202]
Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. 
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                      “Lead On, O King Eternal!                                                               #805                           

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

******************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                   	                                           Greeter: John Robley                                         
Acolyte:                                                                                         Lector: Kaye Jandrey                                  
Head Usher: Paul Franz                                                                Ushers: Ron and Kaye Jandrey           
Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness                   	             Video/Live Stream: Liam Cline
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                   	                         Greeter: Mitchell Kaderabek  
Acolyte: Skyler Schuler                                                                Lector: Kaye Jandrey
Head Usher: Lee A. Evenson                                                        Ushers: Tom and Kathy Muench, Wayne Huske 
Communion Aide: Tammy Brill 	                                                  Sound Operator: Stefanie Kaderabek 
Projection: Whitney Ulness                                                          Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek
	                                                   
Last Week – Sunday: 88     Wednesday: 28       Offerings to the Lord’s work: $5,508.00

Faith’s Opportunities January 25-February 1
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study
Wednesday			8:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday				8:00 A.M.  Quilting
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

[bookmark: _Hlk219728175]In this new year we ask you to examine the names in our prayers “in need of healing and comfort”. If you would like your name removed, please let us know to remove it. If you would like to remain on the prayer list, we are happy to pray for you.

[image: This may contain: a painting of a bowl of beans and tortilla chips next to a red pepper]The Board of Evangelism will be having chili on "Souper Bowl" Sunday 2/8/25 right after worship service. There will be warm chili to enjoy that day along with crackers, cheese, coffee, milk and desserts. We will also have cold chili available "to go" that day for those unable to stay and enjoy the warm chili. There will be a signup sheet in the gathering space for any board or individuals willing to provide chili for that day. We will do a "Chili dump" on all soup donated. Please bring your chili to church before service that day. Monetary donations for chili will be accepted that day with proceeds going to our Faith Food Pantry. 

Valentines Day Child Care 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM.
[image: heart - valentine heart stock illustrations]You deserve a break.  Enjoy a Valentines Day Date while we watch the Kids.  Our National Youth Gathering Youth will be providing childcare for youth at our church.  Donations will be accepted with the proceeds going to the NYG Youth.  Check-in starts at 4:30 pm in the fellowship hall with pick-up by 7:30 pm. We will have activities for them to participate in and will provide a supper of hot dogs, chips, cookies, and drink.  Anyone who needs a special diet will need to bring their own food.  Please sign up in the gathering space to help us plan this event.  Walk-ins are welcome. There will be some paperwork upon your arrival, so we have contact information for you if needed.  If you have any questions, please contact James Schuessler at (920) 334-0073. 

Pantry Needs for February 21st 
Laundry and dish soap			Kleenex				
Cleaning supplies				Baggies						
Deodorant for men and women		Shave cream and razors for men and women 
Shampoo 						Jello/pudding cups 			
Instant coffee 				Hot Cocoa Mix 				
Powder and brown sugar 			Cookie mixes and Cookies			
Salty snacks 
You may place items in the bins in the Gathering Space or by the pantry door on the lower level. Thank you.

Several positions are available for our boards and committees.  We need Directors for Fellowship, Evangelism and Christian Education (all 3-year terms), Personnel Committee (3-year term) and Nominating Committee (1 year term).  Please talk with Al Gilbertson or Pastor Dan if you are interested. Thank you. 
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