Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Baptism of Our Lord
January 11, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn                                                      “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                               #294      

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind 
    stirring the waters.
C: Amen.
P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of 
    our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from 
    you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and
    walk humbly with you, our God.
C: Amen.
P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God 
     covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to 
     live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.
C: Amen.

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the
     Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and
     empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
     the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
 I have put my spirit upon him;
  he will bring forth justice to the nations.
 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice
  or make it heard in the street;
 3 a bruised reed he will not break,
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
  he will faithfully bring forth justice.
 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
  until he has established justice in the earth,
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
 5 Thus says God, the Lord,
  who created the heavens and stretched them out,
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
 who gives breath to the people upon it
  and spirit to those who walk in it:
 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
 I have given you as a covenant to the people,
  a light to the nations,
  7 to open the eyes that are blind,
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
  from the prison those who sit in darkness.
 8 I am the Lord; that is my name;
  my glory I give to no other,
  nor my praise to idols.
 9 See, the former things have come to pass,
  and new things I now declare;
 before they spring forth,
  I tell you of them.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods,
  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name;
  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice;
  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees;
  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7 The voice | of the Lord
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8 The voice of the Lord | shakes the wilderness;
  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!”
10 The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11 O Lord, give strength | to your people;
  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. 

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 
people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to
God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17  C: Glory to you O Lord.
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    

Hymn                                                              “As with Gladness Men of Old”   vs. 1-2                                               #302
As With Gladness Men of Old is a hymn that gathers centuries of Christian faith into a single, luminous song. Written in the nineteenth century by William Chatterton Dix, it reflects on the journey of the Magi who followed the star to Christ, offering not only gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but their very selves in worship. The hymn gently turns that ancient story toward us, inviting each believer to join the procession, leaving behind darkness, fear, and half-hearted devotion, and moving steadily toward the Light of the world. Its poetry reminds us that true worship is not confined to a moment or a place, but lived out in faithful obedience, joyful praise, and sacrificial love. As we sing it today, we stand shoulder to shoulder with the faithful of every age, guided by the same divine light, offering our lives anew to Christ our King.

Celebration of the Newly Baptized ~ Reggie and Rylan Kranz, Olivia Glaeser, Rex Valleskey, Molly Miller, 
                                         Forrest Newberg, Jack Miller, Kohen Goehring, Remi Popp, Mabel Saunders and Stetson Fochs.
Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in mission. Uphold our members, 
    lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, receive 
    our prayer.
P: Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile people who are divided and end cycles of violent retribution. Defend 
    the rights and lives of all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. 
    Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those seeking asylum or in need of 
    shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by loving one another, our 
    neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Caring God, be with all the baptized, the recently baptized and those whose baptism was long ago. Help us to 
     prayerfully contemplate your great gift of baptism, making us children of God.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Phoebe Cigler, 
    Casen Ott, Justin Kalies, Paige Neumeyer, Ethan Spindler, Roy Sebo, Kayla Hildebrandt, Ann Reinke, Mya Bast, 
    Janelle Schisel, Beau Fuller, Kathy Muench and Lucas Spindler.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, 
     Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, 
     Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                   “Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow”                                          #884
Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk217045259]P: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for 
    the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217045202]Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and 
    forever. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                          “This Little Light of Mine”                                                           #677                      
P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                   	                                                   Greeters: Ron and Jo Jones                                         
Acolyte: Garrett Jeske                                                                             Lector: Judy Harris                                  
Head Usher: Mathew Krogh                                                                   Ushers: Gary & Linda Heeler, John Robley            
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness                   	                                             Projection: Mollie Junk          
Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                    	                                   Greeters: Richard and Linda Menza  
Acolyte: Peytyn Peterson                                                                         Lector & Communion Aide: Stefanie Kaderabek
Head Usher: Paul Franz                                                                           Ushers: Steve & Ginny Schwoerer, Jim Ahrens
Sound Operator & Projection: Makenna Kaderabek                               Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner	                                                   

Last Week – Sunday: 79      Wednesday: No Service     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $12,589.00

Faith’s Opportunities January 11-18
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study
Wednesday			9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						6:30 P.M.  Board of Christian Education
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday				8:00 A.M.  Quilting
Saturday				9:00 A.M.  Open Pantry
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Annual Budget/Election Meeting
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

January Stewardship is Baby Care Kits
2 long or short sleeved gowns (NO FEET)    			No receiving blankets this year      
1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood or include a baby hat	2 pairs of socks						
1 hand towel - DARK colors					3 bath sized bars of gentle soap (4 or 5 oz.)		
4 cloth diapers, flat fold						2 diaper pins or large safety pins			
2 light weight cotton t-shirts (no onesies)	             Clothing size: 6-24 months, new or very gently used - NO STAINS
Clearly mark items Baby Care and place them inside the Stewardship Cabinet across from the church office. Thank you for your continued support.  

The Annual Budget and Election Meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will be on Sunday, January 18 at 10:15 a.m. We encourage you to attend and vote on our 2026 budget and those being elected to board positions in the congregation. 2026 Budget sheets are available in the Gathering Space for your viewing.
Opportunities to Serve 
We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing your gifts and talents by serving in one of the following leadership roles:
· Director of Board of Fellowship (3-year term): Foster community and organize fellowship events.
· Director of Board of Evangelism (3-year term): Lead outreach efforts and welcome newcomers.
· Director of Board of Christian Education (3-year term): Support faith formation and educational programs.
· Nominating Committee Member (1-year term): Help identify and recruit candidates for church leadership.
If you are interested or would like more information, please speak with Pastor Dan, Larry Burzynski or Stephanie Mittnacht or a current board member. Your involvement helps strengthen our ministry and supports the mission of Faith Lutheran Church. Thank you for considering how you might serve!



