Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8, 2026 

The preservice music today is offered in loving dedication to my grandma, Judith C. Brandenburg-Korstad, who passed away on February 5, 2024. Judy was a faithful member of Valders West Church. Grief doesn’t follow a schedule, and sometimes words fall short. Through gentle music, come to the sanctuary for a place of rest. A place where sorrow is welcomed, prayer is unspoken, and God’s presence is felt in the stillness. – Devin Zahringer

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Temple Talk ~ Trevor Pinkerton and Garrett Jeske

Opening Hymn                                                 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                                              #656     

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the
     things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
    Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a 
 1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
 Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
    2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side.
     3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers.
     4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.
 Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
     5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
 to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house;
 when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
 your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
9a Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”   L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 112:1-9 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
2 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
  and their righteousness will | last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.
5 It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
6 For they will nev- | er be shaken;
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
   they will hold up their | head with honor.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech 
or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of 
wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God. 6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has 
prepared for those who love him”—10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even
the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the 
Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks 
be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20  C: Glory to you O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                               “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                                              #712

The Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
(Flu and cold prevention protocols. Use the hand sanitizer found in the pew. Do not shake hands: maybe bump elbows, wave, peace sign).

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to wholesomeness. Guard      
     honeybees, cattle, elephants, great whales, the fish in our waters and the birds of the air from harm, and renew the face 
     of the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Teach us how to govern with 
    compassion, and bring peace to war zones. We pray for our enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma, discrimination, disease, 
     hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, volunteers and 
     all members of Faith Lutheran Church. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the example 
     of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219791002]P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Larry Naidl, Eli 
    Nelson, Maribel Christianson, Raiden Sabourin, Cindy Pederson, Rod Merino, Stephanie McCulley, Linda Menza, 
    Tyne Peterson, Sawyer Wenzel, Jeffrey Evenson, Rick Evenson, Pat Christianson, Ron Pederson, Alisa Madson and 
    Brian Schnell. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Frank Griffin, LuAnn Helgeson, Ginny 
    Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, 
    Jim Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, Dennis 
    O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                   “Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow”                                          #884
Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk217045259]P: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for 
    the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in our mouths and tuned our hearts for praise ☩ bless us now and 
    forever. 
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                          “Give Me Jesus”   vs. 1,2,5                                                            #770                          
“Give Me Jesus” is a traditional African American spiritual born out of the deep suffering and unshakable faith of enslaved people in the 19th century. Sung in fields, hush harbors, and quiet moments of prayer, its simple words carry a profound truth: when everything else is stripped away: comfort, security, even freedom…Jesus remains enough. This hymn invites us to lay down our burdens and remember that in life, in death, and in every moment between, Christ is our greatest and lasting hope.

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                   	                                     Greeter: Sage Peterson
Acolyte: Eliza Wilker                                                                                Lector: Lynn Merino
Head Usher: Lee A. Evenson                                                                        Ushers: Austin & Stetson McCulley, Ethan Ulness
Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness                                             Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                   	                                                      Greeter: Mitchell Kaderabek                                         
Acolyte: Walker Ulness                                                                             Lector: Stacy Wilker                                
Head Usher: Lee A. Evenson                                                                     Ushers: Mark & Angie Ulness, Brian Ulness         
Sound Operator: Erin Lenzner                                                                   Communion Aide: Stacy Wilker
Projection: Zachary Lenzner                                                                      Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner
	                                                   
Last Week – Sunday: 84     Wednesday: 43       Offerings to the Lord’s work: $4,008.25

[bookmark: _Hlk219728175]In this new year we ask you to examine the names in our prayers “in need of healing and comfort”. If you would like your name removed, please let us know to remove it. If you would like to remain on the prayer list, we are happy to pray for you.

Faith’s Opportunities February 8-15
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Sunday School and “Souper Bowl” Chili Luncheon
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study                                       
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study ~ Newsletter info due
Wednesday			9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						5:15 P.M. Endowment Committee
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						6:30 P.M.  Board of Christian Education
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday			            8:00 A.M.  Quilting
						8:30 A.M.  Secretary’s Meeting
Saturday				9:00 A.M. 2nd Saturday Bible Study
						4:30 P.M.  Valentine’s Day Child Care
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

Valentines Day Child Care 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM.
You deserve a break.  Enjoy a Valentines Day Date while we watch the Kids.  Our National Youth Gathering Youth will be providing childcare for youth at our church.  Donations will be accepted with the proceeds going to the NYG Youth.  Check-in starts at 4:30 pm in the fellowship hall with pick-up by 7:30 pm. We will have activities for them to participate in and will provide a supper of hot dogs, chips, cookies, and drink.  Anyone who needs a special diet will need to bring their own food.  Please sign up in the gathering space to help us plan this event.  Walk-ins are welcome. There will be some paperwork upon your arrival, so we have contact information for you if needed.  If you have any questions, please contact James Schuessler at (920) 334-0073. 

Lenten Soup and Sandwich Suppers begin Wednesday, February 25 at 5:00 pm.  Join us before worship for a hearty bowl of soup and a sandwich. If interested in helping with the suppers, please sign up on the sheet in the Gathering Space.
 
Pantry Needs for February
Laundry and dish soap			Kleenex				
Cleaning supplies				Baggies						
Deodorant for men and women		Shave cream and razors for men and women 
Shampoo 						Jello/pudding cups 			
Instant coffee 				Hot Cocoa Mix 				
Powder and brown sugar 			Cookie mixes and Cookies		
Salty snacks 
You may place items in the bins in the Gathering Space or by the pantry door on the lower level. Thank you.

We have nearly 30 recipes in the cookbook. It closes on Ash Wednesday February 18. We know you are good cooks. Get those recipes in!

As a reminder, the church follows the Valders School District about weather cancellations: If school is cancelled, the office is closed and worship services are cancelled. If inclement weather occurs on the weekend instead of a weekday we will put a notice on the Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page. If there is no notice on Facebook our intention is to have worship on Sunday morning. Note: If the weather is really bad, we’ll likely not have good attendance at Sunday School and may adjust the class schedule. Please do not simply drop off your children without coming in to determine a good pick-up time. As always, your safety is more important than attendance at any one event so make whatever the best decision is for yourself and stay safe.
