Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 
Temple Talk – James Schuessler
Call to Worship                                                  “The Name of the Lord”                                              Inspiration Choir

Opening Hymn                                   “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  vs. 1-3                                             #319

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   C: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the 
     devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when
     we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
     with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the 
man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have 
sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to 
come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely 
have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not 
like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following 
many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more 
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all. 19 For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         
Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 C: Glory to you O Lord.
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,  ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. P:  The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                “Throughout the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”  vs. 1 & 4                                  #327

Holy Baptism of Delilah Amy Sue Johnson and Reception of New Member Emily Skattebo
P:  Do you believe in God the Father?
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
      virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
      On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
      he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
      sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
                (Please observe flu and cold prevention protocols).
Prayers of Intercession 
P: God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will and ability to resist temptation. Teach us 
     how to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of all creation, when human greed and disobedience threaten this planet and the life it contains, 
    lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, gentleness and right action. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. May all those living in places of violence be surrounded with your 
    steadfast love and give inspiration to all who work for peace. Grant courage to those who challenge the worldly powers. 
    May your kingdom come. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and 
    send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For any 
     among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
     righteousness for they will be satisfied. Lord, inspire in us such a hunger. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Merciful God, receive our 
    prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219791002]P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Joan Griffin, Char 
    Manke, Kai Meyer, Erin Reinke, Eric Thomsen, Aubree Boll, Trenton O’Leary, Jameson Hetland, Gracelyn Mulhaney, 
    LuAnn Helgeson, Jesse Schwoerer and Alyssa Schwoerer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Marilyn Robley, Frank Griffin, LuAnn 
     Helgeson, Ginny Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Ginger Linsmeier, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Todd Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, 
     Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           #884                        
Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk217045259]P: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
    earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
    who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
    and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”                                                           #325                      

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                   	                                      Greeter: Walker Ulness
Acolyte:                                                                                                      Lector: Don Domrath
Head Usher: Mark Zutz                                                                             Ushers: Delton & Cheryl Duchow, Mary Thomsen
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness                                                                   Projection: Addison Spindler                                                
Video/Live Stream: Liam Cline
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                    	                                                     Greeters: David and Debra Linzmeier                                        
Acolyte: Noah Boll                                                                                    Lector & Communion Aide: Judy Harris                               
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                                                    Ushers: Don and Deb Schreiner, Joan Pritzl       
Sound Operator & Projection: Stefanie Kaderabek                                   Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek
	                                                   
Last Week – Sunday: 89     Wednesday: 98     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $6,287.00

Faith’s Opportunities February 22-March 1
Sunday				10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir 
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study  
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study 
Wednesday			9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
						5:00 P.M.  Soup and Sandwich Supper
						6:15 P.M.  Worship
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday			            8:00 A.M.  Quilting
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour 
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

This morning, we welcome Delilah Amy Sue Johnson into God’s kingdom and our congregation through Holy Baptism. Delilah was born November 22, 2025, to Kolten Johnson and Emily Skattebo and her baptismal sponsors are Joseph Deneyer and Addy Lischka. Grandparents are Craig and Jenny Johnson, Bryce Fischer and Amy Johnson and the late Susan Skattebo and Richard Kunz.  Great-grandparents are Keith and Brenda Johnson, Doris and Earl Skattebo and Al and Louise Basken. Special family members are Marlene and Scott Skattebo. We rejoice at Delilah’s rebirth through water and the Word!

Greetings from your Executive Board. We want to extend an invitation for you to talk with us. Remember we represent you. If you have any questions, concerns, or thoughts about our church please let us know.
   President: Alan Gilbertson (920) 810-4439
   Vice President: Julie Hartman (920) 323-3235
   Vice President Elect: James Schuessler (920) 334-0073



Volunteers Needed for Good Friday and Easter Sunrise Service
The Board of Lay Ministry is seeking volunteers to assist with the veiling and unveiling of the cross during the Good Friday and Easter Sunrise Service. No prior experience is required, as training will be provided for all participants. If you are interested in helping with these meaningful services, please sign up at the welcome desk. For any questions or further information, contact Jennifer Ott at 920-973-5365.

February and March Stewardship is Fabric Kits
Two pieces of cotton or cotton blend fabric (no knits or 100% polyester). Fabric should have no stains or holes and cut into pieces measuring: 
2 ¼ yards of 60” wide fabric 
3 yards of 44” wide fabric 
4 yards of 36” wide fabric 
2 spools of matching or neutral colored general purpose thread (250-300 yards each).
2 people can buy 3 yards of material and the same color can be matched for the 6 yards needed. Look for material on sale. Hobby Lobby has 40% off material every other week. Items donated should be marked fabric kits and placed inside the stewardship cabinet across from the church office.

Easter Meal Kit Service Project
Garrett Jeske and Trevor Pinkerton are currently organizing their confirmation service project. Their goal is to assemble 18 meal kits for Easter, which will be distributed to families during the March food pantry event. These families have been regularly receiving assistance from the church food pantry. To make these meal kits as helpful as possible, Garrett and Trevor are inviting the congregation to contribute by donating additional items. 
Requested Items for Meal Kits 
· Breakfast cereal 
· Peanut butter 
· Jellies 
· Pancake mix 
· Oatmeal cups or packets 
In addition to these food items, gift cards to Meijer or Festival Foods are also greatly appreciated. If you wish to donate a gift card, please place it in an envelope labeled with Garrett and Trevor’s names and “Service Project,” and leave it in the church office. Gift cards will be used to purchase any remaining items needed for the meal kits. 
For your convenience, a receptacle has been placed in the Gathering Space where you can drop off your donated items. 
Join Us for a Cleaning Day
We are organizing a Cleaning Day scheduled for Saturday, March 14. The event will begin at 9:00 AM and continue until all tasks are completed. Adults and youth alike are invited to participate and lend a hand. Our goal is to catch up on cleaning in several areas that require some extra care. Cleaning supplies will be provided, but please remember to bring your own cleaning rags to ensure we have enough for everyone. To help us plan and organize the day efficiently, please see the sign-up sheet located in the gathering space. Signing up in advance will allow us to coordinate which areas can be addressed during the event.
Cleaning Projects: ● Cleaning windows	● Dusting	● Washing floors	● Vacuuming
                             ● Cleaning light fixtures and speakers in the sanctuary
Thank you in advance for considering this opportunity and for your willingness to help with our cleaning project. If you have any questions, please reach out to Julie Hartman or Rose Behnke.  MANY HANDS MAKE WORK LIGHT!

The Inspiration Choir will participate in the memorial service for Charley and Veryl Hein at Our Savior’s Cemetery on Saturday, March 28 at 11:00 am. Choir members who previously sang under Veryl Hein are invited to join the choir for this event. Rehearsals are held on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in the balcony and you may join us at any time. Familiar hymns will be sung.

