Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Second Sunday of Sunday
December 7, 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn                                       “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  vs. 1,2,3,5                                      #249       

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Long-expected God,
C: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and 
     spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
     keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our 
     trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have 
     promised. Amen.
P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by 
     grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
C: Amen.

Kyrie                                                                                                                                                                           Pages 138-139
This is the Feast                                                                                                                                                         Pages 140-141

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
  the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see
  or decide by what his ears hear,
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
 the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them.
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together;
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.




Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement
of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell 
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,  “The root of Jesse shall come,
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 C: Glory to you O Lord.
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                      #254
Our hymn for this second week of Advent, “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” gives voice to our longing for a Savior. Written in 1744 by Charles Wesley, one of the great hymnwriters of the Church, these words were born from his compassion for a world burdened by poverty, injustice, and spiritual hunger. The hymn beautifully weaves together the two great truths of Advent: the waiting for Christ’s birth in Bethlehem and the anticipation of His coming again in glory. It reminds us that every heart still cries out for Emmanuel (God with us) to enter the broken places of our lives and our world.

Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
Prayers of Intercession 
P: With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to address 
     poverty, homelessness, and equity among peoples. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all your creatures will flourish 
     alongside one another, teach us how to realize your peaceable kingdom. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We pray for international 
     student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and 
     Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease. 
     Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: With welcome and hospitality, inspire us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. May we serve in the way 
     of Christ. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith Lutheran 
     Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your pathways. 
     God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. God of grace, hear our 
    prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Landen Pinkerton, 
     Harley Beckman, Elizabeth Robley, Bob Mattern, Marlene Evenson, Bonnie Gordon, Ava Wenzel and Steve Ahrens.    
     God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, 
     Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Veronica Dunnington, Mike Bushman, Ilan Walny, Todd Streckert, 
     Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                              “We Give Thee But Thine Own” vs. 1                                            #686
Offertory Prayer
P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched 
    places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Preface ~ Page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                            Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer  
Invitation to Communion     P: Come to the table that our Lord has prepared.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Prayer after Communion
P:  God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the 
     stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. C: Amen.

Benediction 
P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
    and good news to share today and always. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                  “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                                              #264                       

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
*****************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                    	                                 Greeter: Peytyn Peterson    
Acolyte: Sage Peterson                                                                           Lector & Communion Aide: Kaye Jandrey
Head Usher: Glenn Otto                                                                         Ushers: Mark and Jenniffer Zutz Family
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness 	                                                        Projection: Judy Harris                 
Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                   	                                                   Greeter: Julie Hartman                                         
Acolyte: Paden Hougen                                                                          Lector: Erin Lenzner                                  
Head Usher: Glenn Otto                                                                         Ushers: Earl & Barb Griffin, Keith Lippert              
Sound Operator: Makenna Kaderabek       	                                             Projection: Addison Spindler          
Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen

Last Week – Sunday: 48   Wednesday:  42    Offerings to the Lord’s work: $2,316.00

Faith’s Opportunities December 7-14
Sunday		     		10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
						1:00 P.M.  NYG Meeting 
Monday				9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
						5:30 P.M. Jazzercise
Tuesday				3:00 P.M.  Bible Study
Wednesday			9:00 A.M.  Jazzercise
                                               	6:15 P.M.  Worship 
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday				8:30 A.M.  Secretary’s Meeting
						5:30 P.M.  Jazzercise
Saturday				9:00 A.M.  2nd Saturday Bible Study
Sunday		     		8:00 A.M.  Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M.  Worship 
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

Worship Ministry opportunities for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are available at the Information Desk.  Please sign up if interested. Thank you for helping.

The 2026 offering envelopes are available in Gathering Space.  Please secure yours today. Every year you receive a new number, so you can dispose of your 2025 envelopes.  
 
Poinsettia orders will be taken through December 10.  All plants are in a 6 ½” pot and are red in color. Cost is $9.50.  Please see the table in the Gathering Space for orders.
 
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program
Parents, grandparents, and friends of Faith, mark your calendars for Sunday, December 21, at 9 am. Our Sunday School children will perform “The Stars Who Saw the Savior”. Children should plan to wear their Christmas best and meet in the fellowship hall at 8:30am to prepare for the program on the 21st.  We will hold a mandatory dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 14th, 10-11:30 am to prepare for this special program! 

Confirmation Chime Choir
Our 7th & 8th grade Confirmation students are trying something new!  Come hear their 1st chime performance on Wednesday, December 17th, during the 6:15 pm service. What a fun way to try something new in a safe and loving environment! 
Pizza & Trivia Night at Overtime
On Wednesday, December 17, the back room at Overtime will be reserved for our students, teachers, Confirmation mentors, and Faith on Fire kids. Join us for Trivia Night following the 6:15 pm service. All you can eat pizza & pitchers of soda will be available for our youth! Please plan to drop off your child at 7:15 at OT and pick them up at OT at 8:30 pm.  RSVP valleskeyb@gmail.com 920-905-5273 by Wednesday, December 10th. 

Cookie Walk Fundraiser Sunday, December 21st, following the service. If you can donate, please bring your goods on a disposable plate or in a disposable container. Treats can be dropped off Wednesday night, during regular office hours, or on Sunday morning before service. The cookies will be for sale following the service, along with coffee for fellowship. All proceeds will go toward our High School Youth group. 
 
Pantry Needs for December 20: veggies-canned potatoes, corn, carrots, peas, green beans (NO BROWN BEANS), canned mushrooms, mixed veggies. Maruchan or other instant microwaveable meals, canned meals such as beef stew, chicken ala king, chili, any other can meal. Canned fruit, Mac and cheese, peanut butter, jam, jelly, honey, flavored oatmeal, cereal, Hamburger Helper (no Tuna Helper), cookies, snack items, instant coffee, cocoa, juice boxes, instant dry milk, boxed milk, Jello, pudding cups, Ramen soups, scalloped potatoes, Minute Rice, spaghetti sauce, tomatoes products - sauce, whole, diced, stewed, paste, pasta sauce, laundry and dish soap, feminine products, cleaning supplies. Items can be placed in the bins in the Gathering Space. 
