[bookmark: _Hlk170131333]Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
First Sunday of Christmas
December 28, 2025   

Welcome and Announcements                               

Opening Prayer
We gather here to recall the mystery of our redemption.  Though sin drew us away from God, God never stopped loving us. The prophets told of the coming of a Messiah who would initiate a reign of justice and peace.  This promise was fulfilled in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Let us now reflect with joy on this wondrous mystery.

Opening Hymn                                          “Cold December Flies Away”  vs. 1-3                                        #299  

Kyrie                                                                                                                                                  Pages 138-139
This is the Feast                                                                                                                                Pages 140-141

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.  
C:  O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant 
      Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
      Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lessons and Carols

[bookmark: _Hlk185855132]The Curse of Sin: Genesis 3:1-19 
Carol                                          “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  (Tune #631) vs. 1-2                        #254

God’s Promise to David: Isaiah 11:1-9
Carol                                                        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  vs.1, 4, 5                                  #257

God Speaks Through the Prophets: Isaiah 9:2-6
Carol                                                          “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                    #279

God Keeps His Promise: Luke 1:26-38 
Carol                                                                 “What Child Is This?”                                                          #296

The Messiah Is Born: Luke 2:1 – 20
Carol                                                        “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” vs. 1, 2, 4                              #282

God’s Plan from the Beginning:  John 1:1-5; 14-18 
Carol                                                       “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   vs. 1–3                                    #295

The Magi come to Bethlehem: Matthew 2:1 – 12 
Carol                                                                     “We Three Kings”

Mystery of Salvation: Philippians 2:5-11
Carol                                                         “What Wondrous Love is This”                                                  #666
Eternal Good News: Revelation 21:1-5a
Carol                                                          “Go Tell It On The Mountain”                                                  #290         
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” stands as one of the great spirituals born out of the faith, suffering, and unshakable hope of African American communities in the 19th century. Passed down orally, sung in fields and prayer gatherings, this hymn carried the good news of Christ long before it ever appeared in a hymnal. It became a song of both proclamation and liberation, declaring that the birth of Jesus is news so powerful, it must be shouted from the mountaintops. In the season of Advent and Christmas, this hymn reminds us that the gospel is not quiet news. It is joyful news. News meant to be shared. Just as the shepherds ran from the hillside to tell the world that a Savior had been born, we too are called to carry that same light into a world that still longs for hope. As we lift our voices today, may we sing with the same courage and joy as those who first sang it: Go, tell it on the mountain, Jesus Christ is born!

Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession
P: God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the abundance of your 
     steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
     great.
P: God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. Where we have 
    desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God. Your 
    mercy is great.
P: God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside us. Propel 
    those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your compassion in every 
    place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son Jesus from 
    Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to 
    violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
      Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us 
     in your pathways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, 
     Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Hear us, O 
     God. Your mercy is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Warren 
    Wenzel, Bridget Biely, Lana Nelson, Parker Ulness, Melissa Boll, Gage Spindler, Bryce Goman, Breckin 
    Franz, Marcus Simon and Esther Halverson. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny 
    Meyer, Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy 
    Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Veronica Dunnington, Mike Bushman, Ilan 
    Walny, Todd Streckert, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. 
    Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to 
     know your abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.





Offering  
Offertory Response                                          “From Heaven Above”  vs. 1                                               #268                            
Offertory Prayer
P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our 
    parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
C: Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217045202]The Great Thanksgiving
Preface ~ Page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                            Hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer  
Invitation to Communion     P: Come to the table that our Lord has prepared.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Prayer after Communion
P:  God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
     welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen.

Benediction  
P:  The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with endless grace, 
     peace, and joy.
C: Amen.                                       

Closing Hymn                                           “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  vs. 1-3                                   #270            

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord!  
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World!

********************************************************
[bookmark: _Hlk170131373]Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                                Head Usher: Tom Madson        
Greeters: Bob and Julie Wigen 	                                                       Acolyte: Walker Ulness     	        
Ushers: Brian and Tammy Brill, Ron Jones			          Lectors: Bob Wigen & Jim Schuessler
Sound Operator & Projection: Loren Ulness			          Video/Live Stream: Carter Lenzner
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                               Head Usher: Matt Krogh                    
Greetings: Brian and Tammy Brill                                                  Acolyte: Ethan Spindler                                 
Ushers: Marcus Galien, Loren Ulness, Bob Wigen                         Lector: Joyce Sorenson
Sound Operator: Garrett Ulness 	                                                      Communion Aide: Earl Griffin                                                       
Projection: Libby Olson                                                                   Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek

[bookmark: _Hlk183077240]Last Week – Sunday: 230    Wednesday: 32     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $8,409.00

We ask that you have all offerings to the church office by Wednesday, December 31 for the year 2025.  Thank you for your assistance.

Plain white envelopes are available in the pews in the rack if you need them for your offering. There is a place for you to put in your name, amount, date, etc.
 
The 2026 offering envelopes are available in the Gathering Space. We ask that you dispose of the previous year’s envelopes.  You receive a new envelope number every year.  
 
Faith on Fire Bible Study for our High School Youth Group and any interested 
college students begins Wednesday, January 7th. The young adults will walk through The book of Ephesians. "Your Identity in Christ".  If you haven't yet registered please be sure to contact our Youth Coordinator Bridget Valleskey valleskeyb@gmail.com.
January Stewardship is Baby Care Kits
2 long or short sleeved gowns (NO FEET)    
No receiving blankets this year      
1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood or include a baby hat
2 pairs of socks
1 hand towel - DARK colors
3 bath sized bars of gentle soap (4 or 5 oz.)
4 cloth diapers, flat fold
2 diaper pins or large safety pins
2 light weight cotton t-shirts (no onesies)
Clothing size: 6-24 months, new or very gently used - NO STAINS
Clearly mark items Baby Care and place them inside the Stewardship Cabinet across from the church office. Thank you for your continued support.  
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