Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Third Sunday of Sunday
December 14, 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship                                                        “Christmas Joy”                                              Bell and Chime Choir

Opening Hymn                                        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  vs. 1-4                                                      #257      
   Few hymns carry the weight and longing of Advent like “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Its roots reach back over a thousand years to the ancient “O Antiphons,” prayers whispered by early Christians who waited in darkness for the promised Messiah. Each verse is a cry from a weary people, yearning for light, for freedom, for God to draw near once again.
   Advent is the season of holy expectation… a season that reminds us that God does His best work in our waiting. And this hymn captures that longing with haunting beauty. As we sing it, we step into the story of all who have ever prayed, “Lord, come to us.” And we declare with hope that the God who once came as a child still comes to His people today…with comfort, with mercy, and with redeeming love.

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Long-expected God,
C: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and 
     spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
     keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors and our God. 
     Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope 
     you have promised. Amen.
P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own merciful righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, 
     saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
C: Amen.

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.   
C:  Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly
  and rejoice with joy and shouting.
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
 They shall see the glory of the Lord,
  the majesty of our God.]]
 3 Strengthen the weak hands
  and make firm the feeble knees.
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
  “Be strong, do not fear!
 Here is your God.
  He will come with vengeance,
 with terrible recompense.
  He will come and save you.”
 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
  and streams in the desert;
 7 the burning sand shall become a pool
  and the thirsty ground springs of water;
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
 8 A highway shall be there,
  and it shall be called the Holy Way;
 the unclean shall not travel on it,
  but it shall be for God’s people;
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
 9 No lion shall be there,
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
 they shall not be found there,
  but the redeemed shall walk there.
 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
  and come to Zion with singing;
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
  they shall obtain joy and gladness,
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:5-10
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
  who keeps promis- | es forever;
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
  The Lord sets the | captive free.
 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;
  the Lord | loves the righteous. 
 9 The Lord cares | for the stranger;
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
 10 The Lord shall | reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation         Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11  C: Glory to you O Lord.
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman    
Hymn                                                                  “The King Shall Come”   vs. 1,2,3,5                                                   #260

Apostle’s Creed

Passing of the Peace     P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. Inspire us to proclaim the 
     good news from generation to generation, that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, teach us how to root it out. Turn our hearts to the 
     cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and care in all citizens and in all who govern. God of grace, hear 
     our prayer.
P: When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, help us to hear your blessing.  In uncertain times, remind us of the 
     promise spoken to our ancestors that you would always be with us. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: When people are imprisoned or held captive, teach us how to break the chains and offer release. Strengthen the work of 
     the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcoming the stranger. God of grace, hear our 
     prayer.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith Lutheran 
     Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your pathways. 
     God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. God of grace, hear our 
    prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Jerry Hoefner, 
     Ethan Ulness, Veryl Hein, Terry Stenzel, Randi Hetland, Kristy Wagner, Clarissa Ulness, Frank Griffin, Bob Wigen 
     and Peter Reinertson. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, 
     Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Veronica Dunnington, Mike Bushman, Ilan Walny, Todd Streckert, 
     Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                              “We Give Thee But Thine Own” vs. 1                                            #686
Offertory Prayer
P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched 
    places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 
P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
    and good news to share today and always. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                                      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  vs. 5-8                                          #257       

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 





Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                   	                                                   Greeter: Julie Hartman                                         
Acolyte: Paden Hougen                                                                          Lector: Erin Lenzner                                  
Head Usher: Glenn Otto                                                                         Ushers: Earl & Barb Griffin, Keith Lippert              
Sound Operator: Makenna Kaderabek       	                                             Projection: Addison Spindler          
Video/Live Stream: Eric Thomsen
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                    	                                  Greeter: Sage Peterson    
Acolyte: Lauren Halverson                                                                     Lector: Brian Ulness 
Head Usher: Tom Madson                                                                      Ushers: Al Gilbertson, Tyler Madson, Lori Propson	                              Sound Operator: Loren Ulness            Projection:                  	                Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner

Last Week – Sunday: 122   Wednesday: canceled due to weather     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $6,116.28

Faith’s Opportunities December 14-21
Sunday		     		10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M.  Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
						5:30 P.M. Jazzercise ~ Board of Stewardship
						6:30 P.M. Council
						Newsletter info due
Tuesday				3:00 P.M.  Bible Study
Wednesday			9:00 A.M.  Jazzercise
                                               	6:15 P.M.  Worship 
						7:15 P.M.  Confirmation 
Thursday				5:30 P.M.  Jazzercise
Friday					Annual reports due to church office
Saturday				9:00 A.M.  Open Pantry
Sunday		     		8:00 A.M.  Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M.  Worship 
						10:00 A.M. Sunday School and Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir

Worship Ministry opportunities for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are available at the Information Desk.  Please sign up if interested. Thank you for helping.

The 2026 offering envelopes are available in Gathering Space.  Please secure yours today. Every year you receive a new number, so you can dispose of your 2025 envelopes.  
  
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program
Parents, grandparents, and friends of Faith, mark your calendars for Sunday, December 21, at 9 am. Our Sunday School children will perform “The Stars Who Saw the Savior”. Children should plan to wear their Christmas best and meet in the fellowship hall at 8:30am to prepare for the program on the 21st.  

Cookie Walk Fundraiser Sunday, December 21st, following the service. If you can donate, please bring your goods on a disposable plate or in a disposable container. Treats can be dropped off Wednesday night, during regular office hours, or on Sunday morning before service. The cookies will be for sale following the service, along with coffee for fellowship. All proceeds will go toward our High School Youth group. 

Join us Wednesday, December 24 for our Christmas Eve services at 3:00, 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. with Holy Communion.  Christmas Day Service is Thursday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m.
 
Pantry Needs for December 20: veggies-canned potatoes, corn, carrots, peas, green beans (NO BROWN BEANS), canned mushrooms, mixed veggies. Maruchan or other instant microwaveable meals, canned meals such as beef stew, chicken ala king, chili, any other can meal. Canned fruit, Mac and cheese, peanut butter, jam, jelly, honey, flavored oatmeal, cereal, Hamburger Helper (no Tuna Helper), cookies, snack items, instant coffee, cocoa, juice boxes, instant dry milk, boxed milk, Jello, pudding cups, Ramen soups, scalloped potatoes, Minute Rice, spaghetti sauce, tomatoes products - sauce, whole, diced, stewed, paste, pasta sauce, laundry and dish soap, feminine products, cleaning supplies. Items can be placed in the bins in the Gathering Space. 
