Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Christmas Eve – The Birth of Our Lord Jesus
December 24, 2025


Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (5:00)                                         “Let There Be Christmas”                                           Inspiration Choir

Opening Hymn                                                      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                                 #283

Confession and Forgiveness
[bookmark: _Hlk216864404]P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.  C: Amen.
P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Reconciling God,
C: we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that we have not always 
     prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not 
     always embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burdens of the world. We 
     confess our failure to make room for you in our lives. We confess our reluctance to embody your good news. Be 
     born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.
P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the 
    earth rejoice and be glad! C: Amen.

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all 
C: And also with you.

Kyrie                                                                                                                                                                               Pages 138-139
This is the Feast                                                                                                                                                             Pages 140-141
          We Light the Christ Candle 

Special Music (3:00)                                               “Let There Be Christmas”                                          Inspiration Choir
                         (10:00) Lauren Kristoff                                        

P:	Let us pray. 
C:	Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
      may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
      Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7                                                                                                                                                                2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.                    L: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. L: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.


Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. P:  The Gospel of our Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Message      Pastor Dan Lyman
Hymn of Response                                               “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                     #289 

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the manger that you have made a 
    throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news of your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the roaring seas, the exulting fields, 
    and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy night. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet, and hearts with your Spirit to 
    shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into plowshares. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the world to find your Word made 
    flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or struggling. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing ministries in this community, that all 
    find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for youth seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P:  We pray for Bishop Edison-Albright, presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith Lutheran 
     Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your pathways. 
     Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Carter Hildebrandt, Andy 
    Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
    is great.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: William Zutz, Susan 
    Wenzel, Marcus Loritz, Daryl Gilbertson, Don Johnson, Holley Jeske, Colton Wenzel and Seth Madson. Hear us, O God. 
    Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Don Johnson, Jill Backus, Ginny Meyer, 
     Roger Sorenson, Mike Shimek, Bob Argall, Char Manke, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim 
     Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Veronica Dunnington, Mike Bushman, Ilan Walny, Todd Streckert, 
     Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
     great.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
    compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering             
Offertory Response                                            “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  vs. 1                                                          #283
Offertory Prayer
P:  God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for 
     the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion    P:  Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.
Prayer after Communion
P:  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your 
     presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.
C: Amen.

Candle Lighting: Please dip only your unlit candle to receive the flame from the usher or your neighbor. When your candle is lit, please hold it upright. The organist will play through Silent Night once or twice while the congregation lights their candles. Please wait to sing along when everyone’s candles are lit.

Carol                                                                                   “Silent Night”                                                                          #281
P:	Let us pray.
C:	Almighty God, You made this holy night to shine with the brightness of the one true light. Help us here on earth to walk in the light of Jesus your Son, and on the last day, awaken to the brightness of His glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Benediction
[bookmark: _Hlk185507490]P:  The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and    
     joy. 
C: Amen.
           (Extinguish your candles)
Closing Hymn                                                                 “Joy to the World”                                                                     #267

P:	Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord!
C:	Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World!
*******************************************************************************************
Serving Us Christmas Eve @ 3:00 pm
Organist: Devin Zahringer		Head Usher: Matt Krogh			Greeters: Earl and Barb Griffin   
Acolyte: 					Ushers: John Robley, Don & Deb Schreiner				
Lector: Jenniffer Zutz			Communion Aides: Joan Pritzl, Al Gilbertson, James Schuessler
Live Stream/Video: Travis Schisel  	Sound Operator: Loren Ulness		Projection: Westen Schisel  
Serving Us Christmas Eve @ 5:00 pm 
Organist: Sue Riesterer		           	Head Usher: Glenn Otto		          	Greeters: Glenn Otto Family
Acolyte: 		           			Ushers: Glenn Otto Family       		Lector: Erin Lenzner/Carol Ulness      	
Sound Operator: Carter Lenzner	              Projection: Zachary Lenzner  	              Communion Aides:  
Serving Us Christmas Eve @ 10:00 pm
Organist: Lauren Kristoff	              	Head Usher: Scott Reinerston	              Greeter: Larry Burzynski 	    
Acolyte: Trevor Pinkerton		Ushers: Mark Ulness Family	              Sound Operator: Garrett Ulness                  
Lector: Larry Burzynski			Projection: Whitney Ulness		Communion Aide: Larry Burzynski   

Last Week – Sunday: 230     Wednesday: 32     Offerings to the Lord’s work: $8,409.00

[bookmark: _Hlk216864951]Faith’s Opportunities December 25-31
Thursday				9:00 A.M. Christmas Day Worship 
Friday 				Office Closed
Sunday				8:00 A.M. Bell Choir
						9:00 A.M. Worship
						10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour
						10:15 A.M. Inspiration Choir
Monday				9:00 A.M. Women’s Bible Study
[bookmark: _Hlk217375003]Tuesday				3:00 P.M. Bible Study (resumes January 6)
Wednesday			No Worship or Confirmation

THANK YOU to the following for the poinsettias which make our sanctuary so festive this holiday season:
In memory of Glenn, Ruth, and Tom Torrison by the Torrison Family.
In loving memory of Bob, Evenson and Meyer families by Virginia Meyer and family.
In memory of Elmer and Alice Sebo and Debra Riesterer by Sandra Lemberger. 
In memory of Donald Tienor, Claude and Mildred Sorenson, Arnold and Albertha Tienor by Mardell Tienor and family.
In memory of Richard Kornelly, grandparents, aunts and uncles by Scott and Amy Reinertson.
In memory of Linda by Ron and Carol Zutz.
In special thanksgiving for the blessings in our lives by Loren and Carol Ulness.
In memory of Bob Burzynski and Marian Broich by Larry and Lynn Burzynski.
In special thanksgiving for God’s blessings by John and Kerry Schnell.
In memory of Sharon A. Evenson by Lee W. Evenson.
In memory of Ralph and Melissa Evenson, Jay Stiefvater, Kim Schelvan and Julie Galien by Steve and Ginny Schwoerer.
In memory of Shawn and Kevin Gilbertson by Al Gilbertson.
In memory of deceased loves ones of the Schneider Family and Elroy, Carol and Ethan Nelson by Eric, Lana, Eli and Jenn Nelson. 
In honor of Eli and Jennifer Nelson’s marriage this past year by Eric and Lana Nelson.
In memory of Dennis Evenson by Debbie and Gail and families.
In memory of Ted, Betty, and Bruce Jeske by the Jeske Family.
In memory of Bill Riesterer and loved ones by Sue Riesterer and family.

World Hunger donations were given:
In special thanksgiving to God by David and Theresa Haupt.
In memory of Raymond Rusch and Marvin and Mabel Petersen by Romelle Rusch.
In memory of Edward Streckert by Janice Streckert.
In memory of Donald and Ilene Pederson by the Pederson Family.
In memory of Larry, Kari, Bentley, Dawn, Rylan and Kris by Joy Madson and family.

[bookmark: _Hlk217307488]We ask that you have all offerings to the church office by Wednesday, December 31 for the year 2025. Thank you for your assistance.

Plain white envelopes are available in the pews in the rack if you need them for your offering. There is a place for you to put in your name, amount, date, etc.
 
The 2026 offering envelopes are available in the Gathering Space. We ask that you dispose of the previous year’s envelopes. You receive a new envelope number every year. 
 
Faith on Fire Bible Study for our High School Youth Group and any interested 
college students begins Wednesday, January 7th. The young adults will walk through The book of Ephesians. "Your Identity in Christ". If you haven't yet registered, please be sure to contact our Youth Coordinator Bridget Valleskey valleskeyb@gmail.com.

January Stewardship is Baby Care Kits
2 long or short sleeved gowns (NO FEET)    
No receiving blankets this year      
1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood or include a baby hat
2 pairs of socks
1 hand towel - DARK colors
3 bath sized bars of gentle soap (4 or 5 oz.)
4 cloth diapers, flat fold
2 diaper pins or large safety pins
2 light weight cotton t-shirts (no onesies)
Clothing size: 6-24 months, new or very gently used - NO STAINS
Clearly mark items Baby Care and place them inside the Stewardship Cabinet across from the church office. Thank you for your continued support. 
