Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk196815893][bookmark: _Hlk199853308][bookmark: _Hlk199853574]
Prelude         
Welcome & Announcements                                                

Opening Hymn                                                     “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                                                                        #671   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin to God.
C: Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
    In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
    In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
    In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.  C: Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                         “Glory to God”                                                                       Page 139                                                            
 
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187] 
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 
them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” 
(that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 
9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading 
to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 
15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.		                                                        

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 
C: Glory to you O Lord.
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                                 “Eternal Father Strong to Save”                                                         #756       

The Apostle’s Creed 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and 
     your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to 
    survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,
    receive our prayer.
P: For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of authority, that they lead with 
    justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,
    receive our prayer.
P: For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who 
    are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent world. Guide council 
     members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Mark Ulness, 
     Hunter Griffin, Cheryl Domrath, Kylee Tuschel, Matthew Brill, Kylee Griffin, Edyn Peterson, Gloria Giese, Jamie 
     Jandrey, Courtney Platten, Janice Pingel, Talon Meyer, Jeff Wittmus, Julie Hartman, Levi Wenzel, Tara Rutherford, 
     Hunter Popp, Lauren Pritzl and Bridget Valleskey. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Herb Krueger, Kathy Mattern, Jill Backus, 
     Bev Griffin, Ginny Meyer, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger 
     Linsmeier, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. 
     Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                      "Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                              #186
Offertory Prayer 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, 
    our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
    who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                             “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”                                                 #774

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 
***************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                         Acolyte: Walker Ulness
Greeter: Jo Jones                                                                  Lector: Ava Ulness
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                              Ushers: Joan Pritzl, Keith Lippert                            
Sound Operator & Video/Live Stream: Carter Lenzner      Projection: Zachary Lenzner                       
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                   Acolyte: Garrett Jeske
Greeters: Tom and Rae Madson                                           Lector & Communion Aide: Kaye Jandrey
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                              Ushers: Mary Thomsen, Earl and Barb Griffin
Sound Operator & Projection: Makenna Kaderabek           Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek                                           

Last Week – Sunday: 75    Wednesday: 35      Offerings to the Lord’s work: $4,039.50

Local Disaster Relief for Menasha Storms
Donations will be collected through Sunday, September 20, to support neighbors affected by the storms in the Menasha area. You may give in either of these ways:
• Use the bright green envelopes available in the pews and place them in the offering plate or church 
    office.
• Use a white pew envelope and mark it “Local Disaster Relief” and place in the offering plate or church 
    office.
Thank you for helping our neighbors in need. 

Apostle’s Creed Wording
The Apostle’s Creed remains an important part of our worship. At its August 3 meeting, and in response to requests from the congregation, the Board of Lay Ministry voted to allow either wording when reciting the Creed.
When saying the line in the Apostle’s Creed, worshipers may say either:
• “catholic”
• “Christian”
Please feel free to use the wording that is most meaningful and comfortable for you.  This matter has also been discussed with our Synod office, which supports this resolution to this concern. 





Faith’s Opportunities August 9-16
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
					Newsletter information due to church office
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting will resume September 3
Saturday			9:00 A.M.  Open Pantry
Sunday			9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   	10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 

Food Pantry Needs for August 15
Pantry staples: peanut butter, spaghetti noodles, flour, sugar, powdered sugar, coffee, and breakfast bars.
Meal items: canned spaghetti sauce, canned and microwave meals, tuna (regular flavor), and ramen noodles.
Personal care items: shampoo, regular-size sanitary napkins, tampons, panty liners, razors, shaving cream for men and women, toilet paper, and facial tissue.

AUGUST STEWARDSHIP ~ SCHOOL KITS
(4) ) 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper 8 x 10 ½.  No loose leaf paper.
(1) centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other.
(1) pencil sharpener
(1) box of 24 crayons
(5) black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel or click pens)
(1) blunt scissors No pointed please
(1) 2 1/2” eraser (no smaller than 2 1/2”)
Please buy only the items listed. Tags are available on the tree in the gathering space for your viewing and taking. You may return items and place them in the containers available at the information desk.

[image: ]We are excited to announce that plans are underway for our 2026–2027 Sunday School, Confirmation, and High School Youth Group Christian Education programs! We will be using online registration this year. Please use the QR code or the website below to complete one registration form for each child, whether they will be participating in Sunday School, Confirmation, and/or Faith on Fire. Registration Deadline: August 15. Registering by August 15 will allow us to prepare classroom materials, order supplies, and finalize class rosters before the start of the year.  https://form.jotform.com/261916121122142.
[image: May be an image of text that says 'SCAN THE QR AMAZON WISH LIST~ COZY CLASSROOMS ロ "ម ីង្តានញ c Ww... FOR OUR CHILDREN & YOUTH @ FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH']

Faith Lutheran is looking ahead with excitement as we work toward a fresh revival of our ministry! We are working hard to create warm, inviting spaces for our children and youth to grow in the Word, spend time with their friends, and be themselves! Consider being a part of this project by purchasing an item off the Amazon Wish list for our Sunday School classrooms &/or our Youth Room. Click on the link or scan the QR code! https://www.amazon.com/reg.../gl/guest-view/2CC2A2L1BSD43... If you have questions, please reach out to our Youth Coordinator! 


Thank You from the Fellowship Committee
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Pie and Ice Cream Social at the Valders Picnic such a success. We are grateful to all who contributed by baking pies, volunteering time to serve and purchasing pies in support of the event. Because of your generosity and support, we collected $1,245.00 for Faith’s Community Pantry. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Update
There will not be a workday this September for God’s Work. Our Hands. We look forward to possibly resuming this event next year. Any questions can be directed to Ted Goman. 
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