Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026 
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Prelude                                                            “Praise to the Lord” by Paul Manz                                  Devin Zahringer        
Welcome & Announcements                                                
Temple Talk ~ Jim Schuessler

Opening Hymn                                                     “Praise to the Lord”  vs. 1,3,4                                                          #858  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin to God.
C: Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
    In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
    In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
    In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.  C: Amen.

Kyrie (sung)                                                                                                                                                               Page 138
Canticle of Praise (sung)                                            “This is the Feast”                                                               Page 140                                                            
 
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. 
C: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk206423920][bookmark: _Hlk202338401][bookmark: _Hlk212454187]
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
 1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right,
 for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
  and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant—
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar,
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
 8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
 I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.  L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
 
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham,
a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
   29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, 
they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
 L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.		                                                        

Gospel Acclamation                                            “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                                                 #172
Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
C: Glory to you O Lord.
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.
P: The Gospel of Our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message ~ Pastor Diane Wheatley
Hymn                                                                   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                           #759       

The Apostle’s Creed 

Passing of the Peace     
P: May the peace of our Lord be with you all. C: And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession 
P: For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony in the body 
    of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
    receive our prayer.
P: For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural 
    world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God,
    receive our prayer.
P: For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most 
    vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. 
    Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send 
    relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ 
    in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,
    receive our prayer.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Curry, our pastor and for all the members of Faith 
     Lutheran Church and the greater Valders community. O Lord, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in your 
     pathways. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are currently serving in the military. We pray especially for Daniel Brandl, Carter 
     Hildebrandt, Matthew Mayer, Andy Schnell and Jacob Tienor. Be their constant companion and bring them safely 
     home to us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Julie Endries, 
    Bailey Koehler, Steven Tracy, Abigail Beckman, Kari Schisel, Carter Kuenstler, Greg Evenson, Lilliona Loucks, 
    Caroline Alfson, Carol Zutz, Nicole Zucchi, Gary Exner and Alan Gilbertson.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We pray for all those who are in need of healing and comfort. We pray for Herb Krueger, Kathy Mattern, Jill Backus, 
     Bev Griffin, Ginny Meyer, Bob Argall, Ted Jeske, Larry and Sharon Naidl, Judy Jorgenson, Jim Reinertson, Ginger 
     Linsmeier, Colleen Loritz, Kymberly Valleskey, Mike Bushman, Dennis O’Leary, Merle Graf, Wayne Allen Huske. 
     Lord you are the Great Physician. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _______________. Help them to know your 
     abundant blessings and healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.



Offering 		                                                            
Offertory Response		                      "Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                              #186
Offertory Prayer 
P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
    so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
    and forever.
C: Amen.

The Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God                                                                                                                                                              Page 146
Post Communion Canticle                            “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                                                     #204
Post Communion Prayer
P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
    Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in 
    the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

Blessing
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn                                             “10,000 Reasons ~ Bless the Lord”        (sing with video)
Refrain: Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
              Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name
              Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
              Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name
Vs. 1 The sun comes up It's a new day dawning It's time to sing Your song again
           Whatever may pass And whatever lies before me Let me be singing When the evening comes
Refrain: Bless the Lord oh my soul  Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
              Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name
Vs. 2 You’re rich in love And You're slow to anger Your name is great And Your heart is kind
           For all Your goodness I will keep on singing Ten thousand reasons For my heart to find
Refrain: Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
               Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name
Vs. 3 And on that day When my strength is failing The end draws near And my time has come
          Still my soul will Sing Your praise unending Ten thousand years And then forevermore
Refrain: Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
              Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name
              Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship His Holy name Sing like never before
              Oh my soul I'll worship Your Holy name

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

***************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Devin Zahringer                                                   Acolyte: Garrett Jeske
Greeters: Tom and Rae Madson                                           Lector & Communion Aide: Kaye Jandrey
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                              Ushers: Mary Thomsen, Earl and Barb Griffin
Sound Operator & Projection: Makenna Kaderabek           Video/Live Stream: Jake Kaderabek                                           
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Janice Dill                                                             Acolyte: Peytyn Peterson
Greeters: David and Debra Linzmeier                                  Lector: Lynn Merino
Head Usher: Scott Reinertson                                              Ushers: Jim Ahrens, Thomas and Kathy Muench                         
Sound Operator: Loren Ulness	                                             Video/Live Stream: Al Gilbertson        
Projection:                        
Last Week – Sunday: 66    Wednesday:       Offerings to the Lord’s work: $4,749.00

Faith’s Opportunities August 16-23
Sunday			10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
Monday			9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study
					5:30 P.M.  Board of Stewardship
					6:00 P.M.  Council
Tuesday			9:00 A.M.  Senior Christians at Ethel’s in Brillion
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise
                          	6:15 P.M. Worship
Thursday			8:00 A.M. Quilting will resume September 3
Sunday			9:00 A.M. Worship 
                                   	10:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 

Apostle’s Creed Wording
The Apostle’s Creed remains an important part of our worship. At its August 3 meeting, and in response to requests from the congregation, the Board of Lay Ministry voted to allow either wording when reciting the Creed. When saying the line in the Apostle’s Creed, worshipers may say either:
• “catholic”
• “Christian”
Please feel free to use the wording that is most meaningful and comfortable for you.  This matter has also been discussed with our Synod office, which supports this resolution to this concern. 

Local Disaster Relief for Menasha Storms
Donations will be collected through Sunday, September 20, to support neighbors affected by the storms in the Menasha area. You may give in either of these ways:
• Use the bright green envelope available in the pews and place it in the offering plate or church 
    office. Use a white pew envelope and mark it “Local Disaster Relief” and place in the offering plate or 
    church office. Thank you for helping our neighbors in need. 

AUGUST STEWARDSHIP ~ SCHOOL KITS
(4) ) 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper 8 x 10 ½.  No loose leaf paper.
(1) centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other.
(1) pencil sharpener
(1) box of 24 crayons
(5) black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel or click pens)
(1) blunt scissors No pointed please
(1) 2 1/2” eraser (no smaller than 2 1/2”)
Please buy only the items listed. Tags are available on the tree in the gathering space for your viewing and taking. You may return items and place them in the containers available at the information desk.
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Faith Lutheran is looking ahead with excitement as we work toward a fresh revival of our ministry! We are working hard to create warm, inviting spaces for our children and youth to grow in the Word, spend time with their friends, and be themselves! Consider being a part of this project by purchasing an item off the Amazon Wish list for our Sunday School classrooms &/or our Youth Room. Click on the link or scan the QR code! https://www.amazon.com/reg.../gl/guest-view/2CC2A2L1BSD43... If you have questions, please reach out to our Youth Coordinator! 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Update
There will not be a workday this September for God’s Work. Our Hands. We look forward to possibly resuming this event next year. Any questions can be directed to Ted Goman. 
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