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Looking and Seeing, by Pastor Dan Lyman

Last winter we had an abundance of bird feeders and
attracted a lot of birds, right outside our window at the back of
our house. But this winter we had taken the feeders down
because the birding community worried about spreading avian
flu in the wild bird population. A couple of weeks ago, we put
the feeders back up again because it doesn't appear to make
much difference anymore whether the birds gather or not. Avian
flu is all around and hungry birds are more susceptible to the flu
than well-fed ones. So the feeders are back up. In the first week
or so, no birds came, and then one or two, now there are a lot,
depending upon the time of day.

My Grandma Lyman was a birdwatcher. She was also a book
lover, so she had many books on birds. | inherited some of them.
Grandma lived out in the country with an oak forest all around
her house. Sometimes we would sit outside and "birdwatch." |
put that in quotes because grandma (even with her cataracts)
would say, "Oh look over there, a red-winged blackbird!" |
would look where she was pointing and | did not see anything. |
spent years like that, looking but not seeing. But gradually |
began to see.

Luckily, Grandma had some easy-to-see birds in her woods. |
remember a red-headed woodpecker that was pretty close.
That one was easy to see. | got better at it. One time Grandma
heard an owl hooting away and we rushed out to look at it. We
sat quietly and strained our eyes. The owl would hoot and we
would realize that we were looking in the wrong place. Then the
owl! blinked his or her big eyes and that little bit of motion
zeroed us in. Even looking right at the owl it was hard to see. It
matched the oak bark perfectly. Seeing it, we stared at it. Then
the most wonderful thing happened, it swooped down and flew
away. Beautiful, elegant, silent.

There are many wonderful things and wonderful people to see.
It helps to look. It is good to see the blessings in the world and
in the people all around us.
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Holy Week Worship Services and Events

Wednesday April 1: No Worship

Maundy Thursday April 2: Join us for our Maundy
Thursday worship service beginning at 6:15 pm.

Good Friday April 3: The Good Friday service will be

held at 6:15 pm.
Easter Sunday April 5

: Sunrise Worship at 7:00 am: Begin Easter Sunday
"\with a special Sunrise Worship at 7:00 am.
*2 Breakfast at 8:00 am: The Board of Youth and Family -
i\t\:‘ invites everyone to the annual Easter breakfast in
,"7 fellowship hall following the Sunrise Service. A light
¥ meal will be served, including coffee and juice, as well

4 as an opportunity for fellowship. A free will offering will be
taken and money collected will go toward the National Youth
Gathering 2027.

All confirmation youth are requested to assist with
setup for the event on April 4 and help serve during
Easter morning.

Easter Celebration Service: Celebrate Easter with
the service at 9:00 am.

N

)




»

Nachos

Confirmation Students & Mentors please join
us as we prepare for Faith Interviews, enjoy
some yummy nachos, and participate in our
annual Mentor vs Mentee Nerf Battle!
Wednesday April 22, 2026
Following service-8:30pm

The Sunday School Students will
be joining the Inspiration Choir
on Sunday April 26th during the
9am service for a great rendition
of "How Great Thou Art".

Looking ahead: Stole
Making and Interviews
will take place on
Wednesday May 6th
following service.

This is mandatory for all 3rd Year
Confirmation students!
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A Vacation Bible School Registration

% We are excited to announce that

¥ registration for Vacation Bible School will begin
soon! Starting Sunday, April 12th, registration
forms will be available for pickup in the
gathering space. Additional information about
Vacation Bible School will be provided in next
month's edition of Faith Matters.
Volunteer Opportunities

(/ a Volunteers are needed to help make
Vacation Bible School a success. If you are
interested in assisting, please contact Bridget at
920-905-5275 for more details. Your support is
greatly appreciated!
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Faith on Fire Game Night

Wednesday Apri 15, 2026
Following Service-8:15pm
All High School Students are welcome to join us for a night of fun and relaxation.
Snacks & Drinks will be provided! Feel free to bring your favorite card or board game!

Confirmation Class Synagogue Visit

On Saturday, April 11, the confirmation class will be
departing at 9:15 AM for a visit to the synagogue in
Sheboygan. This excursion is an important part of the
class's learning experience and offers an opportunity
to engage with the local Jewish community. During
the visit, students will participate in Kiddush, a
traditional Jewish ceremony, and attend a class
focused on addressing anti-Semitism. The group will
return by 2:00 PM. Drivers are needed to help
facilitate transportation for the class. If you are
interested in attending or assisting as a driver, please
contact Larry Burzynski at 920-775-4256 by April 4.



Finances

Income - February 2026 Month Actual Budget YTD Actual  YTD Budget
Envelope Offerings S 19,778.00 S 21,99875 S 37,541.00 S 43,997.50
Lent, Holiday Offerings S 1,206.00 S 833.33 S 1,20600 S 1,666.67
Loose Offerings S 78.25 S 166.67 S 161.25 S 333.33
Room Use - Utility Donations S 4500 S 166.67 S 220.25 S 333.33
Other Income S - S - S - S -
General Fund Income $ 21,107.25 $ 23,173.75 $ 39,12850 S 46,347.50
Operating Expenses - February 2026

Administrative/Office Expense S 191167 S 1,36500 S 3,066.10 S 2,730.00
Benevolence S 1,632.57 S 1,853.90 S 3,060.50 S 3,707.80
Board Expense (Total from all 7 Boards) S 7,17066 S 6,576.67 S 12,592.20 S 13,153.33
Miscellaneous Expense S (0.01) S - S (0.01) S (0.01)
Personnel Salaries/Benefits’ S 2069157 S 21,086.80 S 38,850.70 S 42,173.59
General Fund Expense S 31,406.46 S 3088236 S 57,569.49 S 61,764.72
GENERAL FUND NET INCOME/LOSS ($10,299.21) ($18,440.99)

Year to Date General Fund Net Income : ($10,299.21)

April Stewardship Project: Baptism Quilts
History of the Baptism Quilts Project

This meaningful project began in 2000, initiated by a devoted member of the FLCW. At her own expense,
she purchased the necessary materials and lovingly crafted quilts to be presented to each infant
baptized. Her commitment laid the foundation for this tradition, which continues to bring warmth and
comfort to families.

Materials Needed
11/ yards of baby-appropriate cotton material for both the top and bottom of the quilt (baby flannel can
also be used).
112 yards of batting, either cotton or low loft. Alternatively, a crib-size batting (45x60 inches) in a bag is
suitable.

Donation Information
Cash donations or gift cards can be given directly to Christine in the office. If you have material items to

contribute, please place them in the Stewardship Cabinet located across from the office.




Liturgical Roles ~ Worship Responsibilities

Membership
Baptized .......coooeeiiiii e, 815
ConfirmMed.........ouiiiii 551
FamMIili@S ....uieeiieiieee e 102
Worship Attendance
Sunday Wednesday
2/8 83 54
2/15 89 98
2/22 117 55
3/1 93 49
3/8 92 54
Altar Guild Servers
Communion:
PaY o] 1| I Bev Torrison, Chair (Committee #2)
MaY oo (Committee #1)

Lectors

4/2 Don Domrath
4/3 Brian Ulness
4/5  7:00 Stacy Wilker
4/8 Dennis Luckow
4/12  Don Schreiner
4/15  Larry Burzynski
4/19  Lynn Merino
4/22  Jill Backus
4/26 Kaye Jandrey
4/29  Kerry Schnell

9:00 Stefanie Kaderabek

Communion Servers
4/2 Al Gilbertson

4/5 7:00 Stacy Wilker
4/15  Larry Burzynski
4/19 Rod Merino

4/29 Kerry Schnell

9:00 Stefanie Kaderabek

Head Ushers................ Delton Duchow & Glenn Otto

Acolyte Schedule

4/2 Allison Goehring
4/3 Ethan Spindler
4/5 7:00 Allison Goehring 9:00 Mikaela Spindler
4/8 Garrett Jeske
4/12  Peytyn Peterson
4/15 Westen Schisel
4/19  Allison Goehring
4/22  Westen Schisel
4/26  Trevor Pinkerton
4/29 Eliza Wilker

Greeters

4/2 Judy Valleskey

4/3 Keith Lippert

4/5 7:00 Dexter Valleskey
9:00 Julie Hartman & Judy Harris

4/8 Jan Behnke

4/12 Don & Deb Schreiner

4/15  Allison Goehring

4/19 Jo Jones

4/22  Allison Goehring

4/26  Ava Ulness

4/29  Allison Goehring

Ushers

4/2 Ron and Kaye Jandrey

4/3 Brian and Tammy Birill

4/5 7:00 Al Gilbertson, Steve & Ginny Schwoerer
9:00 Dean and Rose Behnke Family
Thomas and Kathy Muench, Bob Wigen
Richard Menza, Jim Ahrens, Brian Ulness
Austin McCulley, Stetson McCulley

4/12
4/19
4/26

Sound Operator

4/2 Loren Ulness

4/3 Garrett Ulness

4/5 7:00 Erin Lenzner
4/12 Loren Ulness

4/19 Stefanie Kaderabek
4/26 Loren Ulness

9:00 Loren Ulness

Video Operator/Live Stream
4/2 Eric Thomsen

4/3 Carter Lenzner

4/5 7:00 Michael Lenzner
4/12 Liam Cline

4/19 Jake Kaderabek

4/26 Liam Cline

Projection

4/2 Loren Ulness

4/3 Whitney Ulness
4/5 7:00 Zach Lenzner
4/8 Susan Christel
4/12  Judy Harris

4/15 Trevor Pinkerton
4/19  Stefanie Kaderabek
4/22  Trevor Pinkerton
4/26  Trevor Pinkerton
4/29 Mikaela Spindler

9:00 Libby Olson



Sunday School
students participated
in a service project in
March. The students
made cards that our
shut-ins or nursing
home residents can
use to give out to
their loved ones. If
you would like a pack
to take to someone
you know who would
love to receive these,
please pick one up on
the table outside of
the offices while
supplies last!

LL-745 | €2015 wwrw barkercreek.com




National Youth Gathering Fundraiser

Support Our Youth
We invite you to encourage our youth by
visiting their table in the gathering space
either before or after service. Your
# participation helps them feel supported and
| appreciated.
, Fundraiser Items
. Stop by to pick up some delicious popcorn
and a variety of candy bars. All proceeds from
¥ these sales will assist our youth in attending
the National Youth Gathering.
’ National Youth Gathering Details
The National Youth Gathering is scheduled for
the summer of 2027 in Minneapolis. This
event offers our youth valuable opportunities
for fellowship, learning, and growth.
Thank You
We sincerely appreciate your ongoing support
for our youth and their fundraising efforts.

Nine youth are planning to attend the National
Youth Gathering (NYG). The participants are listed
below:

e Cambria Behnke

e Allison Goehring

e Paden Hougen

e landen Pinkerton

e Trevor Pinkerton

e (Grace Sorenson

: Mikaela Spindler SEROOGY,S

Dexter Valleskey

e Eliza Wilker ﬁ)
Winde Dt

CANDIES




Faith Lutheran Church Minutes—February 16, 2026

Pastor’s Report: He noted the graveside service planned on March 28 for long-time members Charley and Veryl Hein, the
choir will sing as Veryl directed the choir at Faith for many years. He felt the recent chili event at Faith was very good. He
noted that several congregations took part in a walk and candlelight vigil on Jan. 25, in response to the deaths of Renee
Goode and Alex Pretti in Minneapolis. Pastor has also been typing the recipes for the 175th Anniversary Cookbook. In the
wake of the situation in Minneapolis with ICE and issues surrounding immigration enforcement, Pastor agreed to have a
person from Manitowoc address the congregation at the Feb. 15 service about an effort to give rides to immigrants who can’t
drive or don’t want to now, given the current issues. He said it was distressing to hear that some people were upset with her
after her talk. That generated a long discussion, as council members felt the talk became too political and such matters only
divide the congregation, noting that the call committee specified when Pastor Dan was hired that no political issues should
be discussed during services. Pastor felt the talk was just about helping our neighbors, but council members pointed out the
sensitive nature of the immigration debate and felt the request for help could have been handled differently. Jim gave his
thoughts, given his background in law enforcement, and later volunteered to speak personally to congregation members who
were upset by the talk. (He gave a short Temple Talk the following Sunday to address the issue and felt the matter had been
settled after talking to the people who had strong opinions.)

Old Business: Church Cleanup Day—Julie suggested a Saturday morning workday to clean up things inside the church, like
windows and dusting etc. It would be best to get it done before Easter and the start of nice weather when outdoor work
would be more pressing. It was decided we will have the cleanup day on March 14, starting at 9 a.m.

New Business: Openings on Boards and Council-Jim Schuessler volunteered to take the position of Board of Fellowship
director temporarily until someone else steps forward. Alyssa Madson has agreed to remain Board of Christian Education
director. There is still a need for one member of the Personnel Committee (3-year term), and two for the Nominating
Committee (1-year terms). Soup and Sandwich donations-Fellowship Board suggests dividing the money between Faith
Quilters and the pantry. A motion was made and approved to handle the funds in that manner.

Council representative reports

Treasurer’s Report: Terry submitted a written report. Joan noted that the form for the report has been changed and they are
looking for council approval or comments on how to improve it. A discussion was held on CDs and whether we should shop
around to see what rates area banks can offer. It was felt there would not be much variation. The special for CDs that was a
seven-month period is now 11 months. Discussion was held on paying the Haven, Manitowoc Warming Shelter and Hope
House and the motion from the annual meeting to take the money out of the designated fund. Each was paid $1,000 after
the annual meeting, based on that motion.

Stewardship: Joan made a motion that the endowment committee be allowed to use the funds given to it from the general
fund (equal to 1% of all giving) for benevolence at its discretion with no further stipulation by the council and the principle
may be spent. Motion made and passed. Fundraisers were discussed, such as a picnic with food trucks, a calendar or
raffles. The question was raised whether the council wants to approve of having fundraisers, which would have to be
approved by the council. To do so, we may have to amend the constitution. We also discussed having speakers come in to
discuss ways to donate to the church, such as IRAs and naming the church in their will.

Lay Ministry: Jennifer noted that the liturgy at the Wednesday Lenten services will now be the Evening Prayer. The board
would like the stripping of the altar to be more intentional during the Maundy Thursday service. They are looking for
information on a digital hymnal. It was noted that some people have a hard time getting communion cups out of the tray, so
those serving the wine should be aware of that.

Evangelism: We made $279 at the chili event, which goes to the food pantry. They plan to send postcards for Easter again
and maybe a letter after Easter to reach inactive members.

Fellowship: Jim will take over as director on an interim basis. Lenten Soup and Sandwich suppers are planned. We have a
Thrivent action card for that. People need to sign up to provide the meals. There was a discussion on getting people to help
with the fellowship hour and how to give the people who always do it a break. It was suggested that we encourage youth to
help.

Church Properties: Loren noted that the furnace went out again and required a service call.

Christian Education: Bridget said the Sunday School students will make cards for homebound members or those in nursing
homes as a spring service project. There was a discussion on when to have the confirmation service to avoid it being on the
same date as the school choir concert. We also need to avoid Mother’'s Day when Sunday School kids sing. Can’t move the
date this year. Faith on Fire heard a talk by Kelly Meyer on Jan. 21 geared for confirmation students and their parents; Faith
Yoga with Wendy Hutterer was held Feb. 4.

Miscellaneous: Pastor reported that he couldn’t buy the grief group curriculum he had planned to get without signing off on
beliefs Lutherans don’t hold to. He found another one that’s more expensive and suggested using money in the old Stephen
Ministry fund to cover the difference and a motion was made and carried to allow that. Pastor also mentioned that he talked
to Devin about the desire to someday have a pipe organ. He told the synod to let him know if a used pipe organ would
become available. He is investigating one that might be free, but there would still be installation costs and a need to
reorganize the sanctuary.

We adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:15 p.m. Next Meeting — March 16 —Submitted by: Mary Thomsen, secretary
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Office open until
9:00 Jazzercise |8:00 Quilting noon Easter
Breakfast set up
6:15 Worship 6:15 Worship
NO Worship
oy Ve
Qéﬁ% GOOD
5 Holy Communion |6 7 8 9 10 11
7:00 Sunrise Office Closed
___Service 9:00 Jazzercise |8:00 Quilting Newsletter info | 9:00 2nd
388 \?Vrgfsk;?St 9:00 Women’s 8:30 Secretary’s | due Saturday Bible
: P Bible Study Meeting Study
1;\/ 3:00 Bible Study |5:15
\');(L\ Endowment 9:15
an’. 5@ |6:00 Boards of Committee Synagogue visit
@ Lay Ministry and 6:15 Worship
Evangelism 7:15 Confirmation
Casts Gondey
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00 Bell Choir
9:00 Worship 9:00 Jazzercise |8:00 Quilting 9:00-10:00
with Pine Haven |9:00 Women'’s Open Pantry
Men’s Chorus Bible Study
10:00 Sunday 6:15 Worship
School and 3:00 Bible Study | Holy Communion
Fellowship Hour 7:15 Confirmation
10:15 Inspiration and Faith on Fire
Choir
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Holy Communion
8:00 Bell Choir 1 9:00 Women’s 9:00 Jazzercise |8:00 Quilting
9:00 Worship | Biple Study 9:00 Senior
EZﬁt';:C;r:aaASIey Christians at 6:15 Worship
10:00 Sunday 5:30 Board' of Riverview _ 7:15_ _
School and SFewardshlp R_estaurant in Qonflrmatlon ~
Fellowship Hour 6:30 Council Kiel L.;gr-]g.i%merf &
S35 Inspiration 3:00 Bible Study
26 21 28 29 30 Spring will be upon us soon and
8:00 Bell Choir | 9:00 Women'’s 8:00 Quilting | With that comes Cemetery
9:00 Worship Bible Study 9:00 Jazzercise cleanup. Please remove any
10:00 Sunday valuable items that you would
School and 3:00 Bible Study | 6:15 Worship

Fellowship Hour
10:15 Inspiration
Choir

Holy Communion
7:15 Confirmation
and Faith on Fire

like to save as soon as possible.
Thank you. Tentative cleanup
date is Saturday April 18.
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Alcoholics Anonymous
Meets at 6:00 p.m. Mondays
St. Gregory’s School, 212 Church Street, St. Na-
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APOSTLES LAMB

CAVE MESSIAH

CROSS MIRACLE

CROWN REDEMFTION

EASTER RESURRECTION

FAITH RISEN

FORGIVEN SACRIFICE

Meets at 7:00 p.m. Mondays
404 S. 29th Street, Manitowoc

Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.
443 Manhattan Street, Chilton
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