Faith Lutheran Church in Valders
Sharing God’s Word; Showing God’s Love; Serving God’s World.
Third Sunday of Easter
April 14, 2024    

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
C: Amen.
P:  Look, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
P:  Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for 
     in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld 
     Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your 
     people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless 
     baptismal life. Look, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
P:  At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death 
     and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice 
     with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of 
     the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C:  Amen.
P:  Look, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Opening Hymn                                     “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”   vs. 1-3                                #366

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P:  Let us pray.  
C: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your 
     words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
     who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” L:  The Word of the LORD.  C:  Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. L:  The Word of the LORD.  C:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation      Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.         Page 151
Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 C:  Glory to you O Lord. (sung)
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”  P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)

Message ~ Pastor Dan Lyman                                                         
Hymn                                                               “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                                            #367

Holy Baptism – Lainey Lynn Zutz
P:  Do you believe in God the Father?
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 
      rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
      and the dead.
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
      sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Passing of the Peace  (We are conscious of the lingering flu and cold season. You may shake hands, but feel                     
                                     free to offer your elbow for social distancing. There is sanitizer available in each pew. )  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C:  And also with you.

Prayers of Intercession                                                                                                                                                        
P:  O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. We thank you for the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
     Communion. As we recall again our baptism and as we share the holy meal that is the body and blood of Jesus given 
     for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, make us wise in the management of flood waters, 
     bring water to parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God of grace, 
     hear our prayer.
P:  O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and 
     elected officials to make decisions grounded in your justice and care for all people. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  O God our parent, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of transition, facing the loss of old 
     ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. God of grace, 
     hear our prayer.
P:  O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity and purpose in our ministry. 
     Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved community. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We pray for our Bishop Anne Edison-Albright, our presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, our pastor, and for all the people 
      of Faith Lutheran Church.  We pray for this community of believers, inspire us with your Holy Spirit and lead us in 
      your pathways. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  Every year is a year with you Lord. We pray for those who are celebrating their birthday this week: Dan Lyman, 
     Cheryl Duchow, Vicki Petska, Jenniffer Zutz and Terry Christianson. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We pray for all those who are in need of healing, especially: Bev Hildebrandt, Marge Klessig, Larry and Sharon Naidl, 
     Judy Jorgenson, Marlene Thomsen, Jim and Jan Reinertson, Harry Kwasny, Ginger Linsmeier, Jameson Hetland,          
     Merle Graf and Wayne Allen Huske. Lord you are the Great Physician. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We remember all those who are currently serving in the military, especially: Daniel Brandl, Matthew Brill, Dylan 
     Conrad, Carter Hildebrandt and Andy Schnell.  Be their constant companion and bring them safely home to us. God of 
     grace, hear our prayer.
P:  We name now before you, Lord, those in need of your presence and care _____________.  Help them to know and 
     firmly believe that you are with them. God of grace, hear our prayer.
P:  Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 
     compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering  
Offertory Response                                   “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   vs. 1                                                     #686
Offertory Prayer
P:  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us 
      to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer  
Benediction 
P:  Alleluia! He is risen! C:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P:  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always.
C:  Amen.

Closing Hymn                                             “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                                                    #674

P:  Go in the Spirit of Christ to love and serve the Lord! 
C:  Sharing God’s Word, Showing God’s Love, and Serving God’s World! 

**************************************************************************************************
Serving Us Today
Organist: Sue Riesterer                                                    	                                Head Usher: Delton Duchow                     
Greeters: Pat Christianson and Ralph Christianson                                           Acolyte: Keegan Hougen		        
Ushers: Wayne Huske, Austin McCulley, Matt Krogh                                     Lector: Ava Ulness	                
Sound Operator: Terry Huske		                                                          Video/Live Stream: Michael Lenzner             
Projection: Terry Huske    
Serving Us Next Week
Organist: Sue Riesterer    	                                                                                  Head Usher: Glenn Otto                      
Greeter:  Marcus Galien       	                                                                              Acolyte: Gage Spindler                                         
Ushers: Delton and Cheryl Duchow, Joan Pritzl                                               Lector & Communion Aide: Brian Ulness       
Sound Operator: Bill Riesterer       	                                              	      Projection: Judy Harris and Rod Merino     	       
Video/Live Stream: Bill Riesterer					      

Last Week – Sunday: 100    Wednesday: 36      Offerings to the Lord’s work: $4,867.50

Faith’s Opportunities April 14-21
Sunday		     	10:00 A.M.  Fellowship Hour and Board of Youth and Family
					10:15 A.M. Sunday School and Inspiration Choir
					Newsletter info due to church office
Monday			5:30 P.M.  Board of Stewardship and Jazzercise
					6:30 P.M.  Council meets
Tuesday			9:00 A.M.  Senior Christians at Riverview Restaurant in Kiel
					3:00 & 6:00 P.M.  Bible Study
Wednesday		9:00 A.M. Jazzercise 
					6:00 P.M.  Card Making
					6:15 P.M. Worship
					6:30 P.M.  Faith on Fire Archery Night
                               	7:15 P.M. Confirmation
Thursday 			8:00 A.M.  Quilting
                                   5:30 P.M.  Jazzercise
Saturday			9:00 A.M. Open Pantry ~ Cleanup day
Sunday		     	8:00 A.M.  Bell Choir
					9:00 A.M. Worship 
					10:00 A.M.  Fellowship Hour and Board of Youth and Family
				10:15 A.M. Sunday School, Inspiration Choir, 9th grade confirmation – Faith Statements due

This morning, we welcome Lainey Lynn Zutz into God’s kingdom and our congregation through Holy Baptism. Lainey was born to Jared Zutz and Callie Behnke on March 23, 2024 and her baptismal sponsors are Cheyenne Behnke, Rachel Dietrich and Chris Schoenberger. Grandparents are Mark and Jenniffer Zutz and Marlin and Janet Behnke. Great grandparents are Roger and Kathy Zutz, Chuck and Bonnie Loftus and Marion Meyer. We rejoice at Lainey’s rebirth through water and the Word! 

Pantry items needed:  Regular size boxes of cereal (no jumbo or family size please), tuna, canned meals, soup, veggies, Mac & cheese, BAGGED  NOODLES ONLY, ketchup, mayo/sandwich spread, salad dressings, fruit, spaghetti sauce, tomato paste, sauce, diced, stewed, Hamburger Helper, instant potatoes (regular size box only), Minute Rice (regular size box only), Stove Top dressing, granola bars, toilet paper, shampoo, bar soap, body wash, laundry soap,
dish soap, snack items.
April Stewardship is Baptism Quilts
Each time someone is baptized they receive a beautiful handmade quilt. These quilts are made by one of our members as a gift on behalf of the congregation.  
Materials needed:
1½ yards of baby appropriate cotton material for top & bottom. Can also be a baby flannel.
1½ yards of batting (either cotton or low loft). Can also be a crib size 45x60 in a bag.
Any cash or gift cards can be given to Christine in the office. Place any items in the Stewardship Cabinet across from the office. Thank you.

It is again rummage sale season.  When out & about, could you be on the look-out for: receiving blankets, baby gowns (hole on the bottom, no feet) and t-shirts (9mo-2T) - NO ONSIES please. I will also need flat fold cloth diapers and diaper pins. All items must be without stains. Thank you for your continued support. – Terry Haupt

Stole Making, NERF and NACHO Event 
9th grade Confirmands and Mentors
Wednesday, April 24   6:15-8:15 pm
Mentors and Confirmation students will attend Wednesday night worship together. Confirmation interviews with Pastor and Bridget will begin at 7:00 pm. During this time all may enjoy the provided nacho bar and cookies. Students and mentors will work together to create a personalized stole to be worn on Confirmation Sunday.  Please bring in any fabric patches that show things of interest to your child. Include religious, sport, entertainment, hobbies, etc. After stole making, students will compete against their mentors in a game of Nerf.   

Time to dig out some old photos!
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are looking for pictures of all your beautiful mothers. It may be of children and their mother, adults and their mother, or just a favorite picture of your mother! Whether she is still with us today or she is a beautiful memory. Please share your mother with us so we can honor her this Mother’s Day during service! You may drop off a hard copy in the office for us to scan into the computer or email us a copy as soon as possible (no later than Sunday April 28th). Please give to or email Bridget valleskeyb@gmail.com or hand deliver to Christine in the office during normal office hours.

Scholarship applications need to be turned into the church office by Friday, April 19. 

Cemetery Spring Cleanup will be happening soon, so please remove all your Christmas wreaths and decorations.  Thank you.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped with set up and execution of the Easter breakfast!  We could not do this without your help and sincerely appreciate all of the helping hands.  A special thank you goes out to Mark and Jen Zutz for donating syrup and to Brenda Goehring for some of the festive crafts used to decorate the tables.  We are grateful for all of you!!  The Board of Youth and Family

