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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
For many years I have relied on a ―smart phone‖ to keep track of 
appointments. For a number a reasons it has been extremely helpful in 
keeping me on track. Recently, however, I have come to mistrust it. 
While all the other software works great, the calendar has proved to be 
unreliable. So, I went back to an old friend: the Augsburg ―red book‖ 
appointment book. It doesn’t beep to remind me of an appointment, but it 
always opens and shows me my schedule. 
 
But it has also caused me to start carrying a pencil again. I haven’t used 
pencils much in recent years. I either use a computer or a pen. But I’ve 
relearned how important pencils can be and what they can teach us about 
God. When I use a pencil, if a meeting or an appointment gets changed, 
all I have to do is erase it. If I use a pen, of course, I have to cross it out. 
Then if something else gets scheduled in that same place, it gets messy 
and hard to read. 
 
That’s what it’s like with God. I don’t think God carries a pen. (I’m not 
sure God uses a computer either! ^_^) God has a wonderful eraser – 
actually, I think it’s like a white board eraser. His name is Jesus Christ. 
With God’s eraser, our sins get wiped away. Our sins are forgiven. Our 
sins are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. Our slates are wiped clean. 
God erases them and they are gone! 
 
That’s the way it needs to be with us too. If we carry pens around in our 
relationships, they get messy. We cross out the things that get between 
us and others – but they don’t get erased. We don’t forget them because 
we still see them whenever we look at our friend or family member or 
neighbor. We sometimes try to write over the problem, but that only 
makes matters worse. 
 
I’m glad I’m carrying a pencil again. It’s a good reminder of my 
relationship with God and god’s people. 
 

In God’s service – Pastor Jim 
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Senior Christians will meet 
Tuesday, May 18 at 9:00 
a.m. at Whispering  
Orchards. 

Circle Meetings May 8 and 19  
 
The Veryl Circle will meet Saturday, 
May 8 at 9:00 a.m. Hostess is Bev 
Hildebrandt and Leader is Terry Haupt.  
 
The Penny Circle will meet May 19 at 
9:00 a.m.  
 
The Ruth Circle will meet May 19 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
youth room.   
 
The Terry Circle will meet May 19 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
church library. 
 

All high school graduates and  

parents are invited to: 

Sunday, June 6  
at 12:30 p.m.                                                           

 

Together we will enjoy excellent music, 

stimulating speakers, and ask for  

guidance and blessings for our  

graduates! 

 

Graduates need to be dressed in 
their cap and gown and in the  
Fellowship Hall by 12:15 P.M.   

THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL       
VALDERS AREA               

BACCALAUREATE  
SERVICE  

Blessing of the Motorcycles 

As the warm weather approaches and more and more motorcycles/scooters hit 
the road, Faith Lutheran will be hosting a ―Blessing of the Motorcycles‖  

ceremony.  On May 15th
, rain or shine, bring your motorcycle/scooter and 

enjoy a pancake & sausage breakfast and then have your ride blessed.  All 
makes and models welcome – scooters too! 

This will be a fun event and if you have a motorcycle/scooter we hope you can make it!! 
For more information you can contact the following:  Greg Saueressig, Jill Backus, John Schnell,                                
Dennis Luckow, Andy Seefeldt, Tim Endries. 

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Here is the schedule: 
9:00 am Pancake & Sausage Breakfast ($5.00 suggested donation. Proceeds will go to local  

             missions) 

9:45 am Blessing ceremony (First 50 riders will receive a commemorative pin) 

10:00 am Motorcycle ride through the countryside for all those that want to join.                                                                                                                                

Riders will return to Faith around noon.  

Whatõs Happening 
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Ascension Day Service will be held at First  

Lutheran Church in Manitowoc, Thursday, May 
13 at 7:00 p.m.  Pastor Jim Rasmus will be the 
guest preacher. 
Join the Manitowoc Cluster Churches (Calvary, 
St. Paulôs, First Lutheran, Faith and Gloria Dei) 
and congregational members from these churches in a night of 
worship, prayer and fellowship.  

The Confirmation          
Service will be held      
Sunday, May 23, on the 
Day of Pentecost at   
10:30 a.m . 
 
Practice  will be Saturday, 
May 22 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. 

May Stewardship Emphasis --
Layettes  

 
2 T-shirts Newborn to size 2 
2 Gowns, sleepers Newborn to size 2 
1 sweater Newborn to size 2 
2 receiving blankets 
4 cloth diapers 
2 safety Pins 
2 wash cloths 
1 bar new soap 
 
Donated items should 
be new or gently used 
and not stained. 
 
 

Care to Share Your Gifts? 

 
We need some people to snap some photos, or organize 
a bulletin board, or write a article or two for the local   
papers.  
 
Itõs important we communicate whatõs happening in our 
Youth and Family events, circles, quilters, food  
pantry, worship, choirs, landscapers, nursing services,  
mission trips. . . . Thereõs so much we do here at Faith, 
as faithful Christians, that could be even more powerful 
if more people knew about it and were drawn in to it.  
 
Someone reading this has the skills necessary to help us 
to spread the word when somethingõs coming up, ignite  
interest in our missions, demonstrate the constancy of 
our church and our mission, remind us that we are a 
strong and powerful family. 
 
Thereõs a sign-up sheet in the Outer Narthex for you to  
register your interest, or talk to Connie Hoyer or Pastor 
Jim or call Christine in the Church Office. Maybe this 
could be the start of a small group, which is one of our 
key goals as our congregation moves forward. Maybe 
the group could come up with a descriptive handle, like 
FPC (Faith Publicity Corp), or The Pub Club. Take on a      
start-up project or two, and then celebrate your own    
developing mission. The Board of Directors will help 
you get started and weôll support your continuing               
involvement.  

Fall Harvest Celebration 
Celebration of  
Godõs Blessings 

Saturday, October 2 
 
 
12:00 Tractor Gathering 
 
1:00 Tractor Run 
 
3:00 Kids Activities 
 
5:00  Worship 
 
6:00 meal 



Membership  
Baptized ................................................................ 982 
Confirmed .............................................................. 743 
Families ................................................................. 273 

Altar Guild Servers  
Communion:  
May 2, 16 & 30 ...................................... Committee #1 
June 6 & 20 ........................................... Committee #2  
 

Melissa Evenson, Chair (Committee #1) 
Bev Torrison,  Chair (Committee #2) 

Acolyte Schedule  
 

SundaysðMay 
5/2 Early:  Trevor Wittmus or Josh Schramm 
 Late:  Marann Schmidt or Elizabeth Robley 
5/9 Early:  Jared Petska 
 Late:  Cole Preston 
5/16 Early:  Tanner Ohlrogge 
 Late:  Eli Nelson 
5/23 Early:  Joseph Jeske 
 Late:  Ben Davison 
5/30 Brad Fahley or Emmy Hastreiter 
 
SundaysðJune  
6/6 Trevor Griffin or Ryan Valleskey 
6/13 Lauren Hoeppner  
6/20 Paige Howard 
6/27 Erin Menza 

Head Usher Schedule - Sunday 

May 
Early ..................................................... Mathew Krogh 
Late ............................................................ Paul Franz 
 
June  .................................................. Dennis Evenson 

Pastoral Acts  
Baptisms 
Weddings 
Funeral Services 
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Liturgical Roles 

Worship Attendance  
Sunday  Early  Late Wed. Total  
3/28 204 134 116 454 
4/1      3:00 = 44         7:00 = 72 
4/2      3:00 = 158       7:00 = 76 
4/4      7:00 = 167      9:00 = 251    10:30 = 142    560 
4/11 112 74 65 251 
4/18` 132 78  210 
 
Communion           4/1       4/4        4/7       4/18         
Congregation           96       400        39        154  
Guests                     55         62                       1 
Private                      25 

Lectors  
 
5/2 Early:  Laura Halverson 
 Late:  Carolyn Hallberg 
5/5 Carol Ulness 
5/9 Early: Jill Backus 
 Late:  Martha Rasmus 
5/12 Sharon Pruitt 
5/16 Early:  Sandra Weidling 
 Late:  Judy Harris 
5/19 Julie Casper 
5/23 Early:  Downey Family 
 Late:  Darrell Knops 
5/26 Laura Halverson 
5/30 Stefanie Kaderabek 

Greeters  

5/2 Early:  Don and Delores Johnson  
 Late:  Ron Jones  
5/9 Early:  Dennis and Marlene Evenson  
 Late:  Lorin and Linda Berge  
5/16 Early:  Ron and Kaye Jandrey  
 Late:  Ron and Connie Torrison  
5/23 Early:  Ray and Vi Rusch  
 Late:  Ed and Janice Streckert  
5/30 Richard and Gloria Smith   

Communion Servers  

 

5/2 Early: Dennis & Cathy Luckow, Don Johnson    
 Late:      
5/5 Cathy Luckow and Charley Hein  
5/16 Early:   
 Late:  Judy Harris    
5/19 
5/30 Martha Rasmus, Brian Ulness  
 Terry Huske 
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Church Mouse Stewardship News                  

Staff Position Update 
 
At the Special Congregation Meeting on March 28th it was decided to increase the 2010 budget to allow for the 
addition of a part-time Congregational Life Coordinator. The plan is to have this person serve in the areas of 
Youth and Family Ministry and Small Group Ministry. A very good and healthy discussion preceded the vote. 
The primary concern was our ability to financially support the change. It is hoped our members will respond 
with increased giving to provide for this additional staff support for these ministries within our congregation. 
 
At the time this newsletter is being assembled, we can report that two candidates have applied for this position. 
Interviews were conducted April 20 and a decision will be forthcoming soon after that. 

 You donôt need to shout Edna I replaced my hearing aids and you have a new phone. I can hear 
you, I can hear you!  Edith you just donôt know how great is to have spring back! These Wisconsin       
winters just seem to get longer each year, even though this was a mild one for the most part. 
 You know Edith; I was listening in on the board meeting the other night while we were collecting 
some more crumbs after the Wednesday evening service.  You should hear those people talk.  A        
broken water line here, a suspected one there, leaky windows, cracked glass panels, large cracks in the 
parking lots and on and on Edith. To hear them talk it makes you think this place is 50 years old or 
something like that!  You know Edna the NEW CHURCH is almost 50 years old.   Well Iôll be ~ my how 
time does fly. 
 We are going to have another party with food down in the fellowship hall in May.  You know what 
that means, more crumbs and more goodies for us. They are having a session for members on ñAre 
you financially preparedò. The stewardship board is working with Thrivent to plan and conduct this   
seminar.  I hope they are successful because the more people attend the more crumbs are left for us. 
They want to help members learn about and think more about how to become better at planning their            
financial future.  While their learning more about planning for the future we can scarf up some more 
crumbs. Theyôre bringing all the goodies down stairs and I hear the stewardship board is also bringing 
snacks as well. I think they are feeling they need to regain some food credibility after they got ruffed up 
pretty good at the chili cook off. I am giving you the heads up so you could plan to be here and maybe 
gather some goodies for your clan as it has been lean on your end as we talked about last time. 
I hear you had a big Easter week up at the Church Edna.  I bet it was hard to get around and not be in 
danger with all those people and getting here in the middle of the night for crying out loud to start   
breakfast.  A few of us got stranded up in the balcony and it has taken us a week to get our hearing 
back with that brass choir celebrating Easter. 
 Did you hear about the ñblessing of the motorcyclesò deal Edith?  They are having a ceremony to 
bless the bikes on May 15

th
.  There are two other events at the church that day too. I hear people                

talking about a board goal to have more community use and outreach for our church, so this must be 
part of the plan. The good part for us is a pancake and porkies breakfast Edith and you                               
know what that means, crumbs and goodies!! 
 

Well I will have to let you go now as the big vacuum just got fired up and I do believe that                                   

I hear, yes it is the first pass of the lawn mower going by.  Spring is here and it is getting                           

noisy, bye. 



Stephen Ministry ~ My Life, My Plan 

7 

Are you living the life that you dreamed or 

planned?  Do your days seem whisked away 
by lifeôs frantic pace of gotta dos and gotta 

haves?  

Come to My Life, My Plan ...a one hour  

workshop deigned to help you discover your 
dreams, list your priorities, highlight your  

potential and plan for greater fulfillment.   
Exercises help you evaluate your present 

state and initiate connections among your 
time, talents and resources.  

 

No products will be sold at this informational 
event.  

 
Your invited to attend this free informational 

workshop sponsored by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.  

 

 

 
The guest facilitator will be Bob Bain, 

Congregational Relationship Manager for 
Thrivent Financial.  

 
Please call Pastor Jim at 920 -775 -9411 to  

reserve a place for yourself and a guest.  

Take control and maximize  
your potential.  

How to live by design instead of default  

WORKSHOP DETAILS  
 

Wednesday, May 5 at 7:15 p.m.  
Faith Lutheran Chruch  

255 Roosevelt Street, Valders  

We all want our church to be a caring 

place, where members and guests truly 

feel people care about who they are and 

how they feel.  Just as our Stephen        

Ministers use good listening skills to 

communicate how much they care,  

so can you. 
 
You can prayerfully consider attending 
Stephen Ministry Training this September on 
Monday evenings at First Lutheran Church (a 
total of 50 hours by attending a 2 1/2 hour class 
per week.)  Lyn and Rich Hanke volunteered 
their Door County cottage for a weekend 
study retreat so we can get  A LOT of 2 1/2 
hour training sessions completed as well.  The 
Stephen Ministry training cost is FREE.  We 
have extra books shared by former Stephen 
Ministers.  Sally Zimmerman and Ann Unertl 
will volunteer their time to train your new 
Stephen Ministers.  If you have more questions 
about becoming a Stephen Minister, please               
contact Ann Unertl at 684-3638 or                         
sproutunertl@hotmail.com, Sally Zimmerman 
or Kaye Jandrey at 775-4439 or her cell at  
973-1355. 
 
* Faith is participating with the Manitowoc Cluster      
   Churches as a team effort. 
 

LISTENING IS A GREAT GIFT WE CAN 

GIVE TO ONE ANOTHER, AND ONE WE 

CAN ALL USE IN ORDER TO MAKE 

YOUR CHURCH  

A MORE CARING PLACE. 

 
Blessings, 
Ann Unertl, Parish Nurse 
First Lutheran Chruch 
682-7742 


