An Introduction to Wedding Planning
[image: image1.wmf]
Prepared for You and Presented by:
Pastor Jim Rasmus

Faith Lutheran Church

Valders, WI

Office: (920) 775-9411

Cell: (920) 973-0010

e-mail: pjrasmus@tds.net  

Wedding Coordinator:

Jody Leischner
Home:  758-3883
Cell:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1920-645-4214
email: jleich4@yahoo.com
Welcome to the process of planning your wedding! We here at Faith Lutheran Church want to work with you to make it a meaningful worship service that will add God’s blessing to your relationship and enhance the lives of those you’ve invited to share your wedding with you. 

The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with a variety of resources for planning your wedding service.  We will be praying that God will bless you as you plan for your wedding and for the establishment of your home.
WEDDING PREPARATION PROCESS

Accomplishing the goals of preparing for your wedding will require the following meetings:

Session One  – This is a time to get acquainted with Pastor Jim, get important information about our marriage process, go through this booklet and review the expectations for the preparation period. You’ll have ample time to ask your beginning questions. We will decide together what approach you will take to preparing for your marriage and set the general schedule for future meetings. It is at this meeting that we will put the date for your wedding on the Church Calendar.
Final Session with Pastor Jim and Jody – At this meeting we will finalize the plans for your wedding service.  This is usually scheduled around one to three months before your wedding. Some of the details for the wedding worship service we’ll be sure to cover will include, so come prepared to share:

†
The scriptures you’ve chosen

†
The vows you’d like to use

†
The method you’ll employ in getting the bridal party into the sanctuary

†
Your musical plans

†
Finalizing the time of your wedding rehearsal
†
Your candle, banner and microphone needs
Of course, Pastor Jim and Jody are available anytime you have questions or concerns about planning the details of your wedding. As questions arise regarding your plans – and they will! – please feel free to call or email us.  We want to work with you to make your wedding all that you want it to be.

Officiating Pastor:

As the pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Pastor Jim will officiate at all weddings at the church.  If you wish to include another clergy person in the ceremony, that is certainly possible, but we ask that we discuss the details of your plans with Pastor Jim, then he will extend the invitation to the guest pastor. 
If you desire the Pastor Jim and Martha to be present and have the table prayer at your reception dinner, please issue the invitation at least a month in advance. As a general rule, Pastor Jim is not available to attend your Grooms Dinner usually held after your wedding rehearsal.
PREPARING FOR YOUR MARRIAGE – 
AS WELL AS YOUR WEDDING
During the process of preparing for your wedding day, you will be encouraged and supported in preparing for your marriage as well as your wedding.  OK, let’s be direct – this is a requirement to have your wedding done at Faith Lutheran Church or by Pastor Jim at another location. 
Preparing for your wedding can be accomplished in one of two ways:

· Participating in one the Pre-Marriage Workshops offered by Lutheran Social Services.

· Working through the pre-martial inventory called PREPARE with Pastor Jim.
LSS Pre-Marriage Workshops
Lutheran Social Services offers pre-marriage workshops across the state of Wisconsin to couples preparing for marriage. The 6-hour workshops are designed to be interactive and fun, helping couples to examine beliefs and attitudes which will impact marriage.  

Pre-Marriage Workshop Topics Include:
· Roles and expectations of marriage
· Finances
· Love and intimacy
· Communications styles
· Conflict management
· Spirituality in marriage
· Children and family decisions

Cost: $120

Contact: (888) 248-6020 or premarriage@lsswis.org
2012 SCHEDULE  - Class sizes are limited so please register early.

· Register online (please note this link will take you to a different website)

· Print and mail your Pre-Marriage Registration Form with payment instead (form is a writeable PDF) 

PREPARE Pre-Martial Inventory 

PREPARE is a customized couple assessment completed online that identifies a couple’s strength and growth areas.  The primary benefit of the PREARE Program will be to help you explore the relationship strengths and growth areas you have as a couple. 
Based on your assessment results, Pastor Jim will provide 2-4 feedback sessions to help you understand the outcomes of the inventory and discuss what that might mean as you prepare for your marriage. Rest assured, you will be “driving the bus” in this process, so you will decide how deeply you wish to explore the information that comes out of this survey.

The inventory will give you information about the following areas of your relationship: 

· Communication

· Conflict Resolution

· Partner Style & Habits

· Financial Management

· Leisure Activities

· Sexual Expectations

· Family And Friends

· Relationship Roles
· Spiritual Beliefs 

· Marriage Expectations

· Parenting Expectations

Cost: $29.95.  You pay this fee with your credit card when you complete the online inventory.

tc "" \l 5PRELIMINARIES TO THE SERVICE
You can be as involved as you’d like to be in planning your wedding service.  There are a lot of decisions that need to be made!  Take your time and consider them carefully.  Talk together about each of the items in this manual.  We pray God will bless your wedding day and hope that all who are present will find in your wedding service an opportunity to thank God for the gift of marriage.
Two Ground Rules:

1. Two Ground Rulestc "Two Ground Rules" \l 5We want your wedding to truly be a celebration of the love you feel for each other as you begin your marriage together.  We want to work with you to develop a service that expresses who you are and what you want your guests to leave thinking and feeling about your marriage.  One purpose of this manual is to provide you some ideas with which to start. 

2. By deciding to have your wedding held in church, performed by a pastor, you have already established a foundation upon which you will need to build all the rest of wedding service plans.  You have invited Jesus to your wedding!  Remember that the service you're planning will be a worship service, which will affect and inform all the decisions you make.

The Wedding Coordinator:
Jody Leischner serves as our Wedding Coordinator.  She can help you with the wide variety of details and suggestions for your wedding plans.  She will walk through this document with you.  She will answer your questions about the facilities and resources available to you at Faith Lutheran Church.  She will coordinate information with all the church staff and conduct your wedding rehearsal.  Jody should be given a gift of $75.00 for her services.
Getting the Bridal Party into the Sanctuary:

Getting the Bridal Party into the Sanctuarytc "Getting the Bridal Party into the Sanctuary" \l 5There are several ways to have the bridal party enter the sanctuary for the wedding service.  You will also want to consider how you want to place your bridal party in the chancel once you get there.

1. The TRADITIONAL way is for the bridesmaids process down the center aisle to meet the groomsmen, who stand just ahead of the front pew.  As each couple is united, they go to take their places at the altar.  Oftentimes, the groomsmen will meet his partner about midway down the aisle.
2. You might want to consider them coming in AS COUPLES.  The women often feel more comfortable with this approach, since they don't have to walk down our long aisle by themselves.  This can leave the groom standing in the front all by himself, which might prove to be uncomfortable for him (not to mention risky – ahem!).

3. You can also MIX these two styles: have the bridesmaids and groomsmen come in as couples and the maid of honor and bride come down alone.

What about the Bride and Groom?tc "What about the Bride and Groom?" \l 5
1. What about the Bride and Groom?tc "What about the Bride and Groom?" \l 5Traditionally, the bride's father walks her down the aisle to the waiting groom.  
Before the "giving away the bride" the pastor used to ask the father/parents:  "Who gives this woman to be married to this man?"  This question is a throwback to a much earlier day, when women were considered to be men's property, and thus its use should be avoided.

The primary way we will accomplish replacing this traditional method is by means of employing the “Declaration of Intention.”  That comes after the bride and groom have taken their places at the altar.  It sounds like this:

Groom/Bride, will you have Groom/Bride to be your wife/husband, to live together in a holy marriage?  Will you love her/him, comfort her/him, honor and keep her/him, in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her/him as long as you both shall live?   Response:  I will
To the families: Will you, the families of Bride and Groom, give your love and blessing to this new family?        Response:  We will.
To assembly: Will all of you, by God’s grace, do everything in your power to uphold and care for these two persons in their life together?  We will.
2. More and more couples are deciding to use different means to enter the sanctuary.  
Some have decided to have the groom's parents escort him in, followed by the bride and her parents.  Then, the "question" at the front of the church is transformed into a ritual of the uniting of two families, and might sound like this:

"(Parent's names), will you receive (groom/bride's name) as a new member of your family?  Will you remember (him/her) and your (daughter/son) with your prayers and your love and, thus accept (him/her) as an integral part of your fellowship?"

3. Still other couples choose to enter together. 
This approach is most often used by those who have been independent for some time or in cases where there's been a divorce. Sometimes these couples greet their guests before the service.  Thus there is no need for any question, and the couple simply processes directly to the altar.
THE MARRIAGE SERVICEtc "" \l 5
The wedding service is really quite brief when you get right down to it.  Assuming you do not celebrate Holy Communion, the worship will take from 20-30 minutes, depending upon how much music you use.

When you print your bulletin, the worship outline should look something like this:
Prelude

Processional
Welcome 
DECLARATION OF INTENTION
Opening Prayer

Scriptures


Musical Selection  (If more than 1, 3rd choice of location.)
Message   


Musical Selection (If more than 1, 2nd choice of location.)
Exchange of Vows 

Exchange of Rings
Pronouncement Of Marriage
Lighting Unity Candle – Signing Marriage License

Musical Selection  (If only one, 1st choice of location.)
Marriage Blessing 

The Prayers

Lord’s Prayer (Can be said or sung)
Benediction 

Presentation of the Couple

Recessional

Postlude
Wedding Liturgy:

What follows is the liturgy, adapted from the Lutheran Book of Worship that we use.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.
DECLARATION OF INTENTION

Groom/Bride, will you have Groom/Bride to be your wife/husband, to live together in a holy marriage?  Will you love her/him, comfort her/him, honor and keep her/him, in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her/him as long as you both shall live?   Response:  I will
To the families: Will you, the families of Bride and Groom, give your love and blessing to this new family?        Response:  We will.
To assembly: Will all of you, by God’s grace, do everything in your power to uphold and care for these two persons in their life together?  We will.
Let us pray: Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, as you gladdened the wedding at Cana in Galilee by the presence of your Son, so by his presence now bring your joy to this wedding.  Look in favor upon “Bride”||”Groom” and grant that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate with Christ the marriage feast which has no end.  Amen.

SCRIPTURES

WEDDING MESSAGE
VOWS 
 “Groom”||”Bride,” if it is your intention to share with each other your joys and sorrows and all that the years will bring, with your promises bind yourselves to each other as husband and wife:

(Here we place the vows you have chosen from those listed on page 10, or another one you’ve written or chosen from another source).
The bride and groom exchange rings:
I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness.

PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRAGE:

“Groom”||”Bride,” by their promises before God and in the presence of this congregation, have bound themselves to one another as husband and wife.  Blessed be the Father (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit now and forever.  Those whom God has joined together let no one separate.  Amen.

Unity Candle and Sign the Marriage License (?)


Instrumental or Vocal Musical Selection (?)

THE BLESSING

The Lord God, who created our first parents and established them in marriage, establish and sustain you, that you may find delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray for “Bride”||”Groom” in their life together: 
   Heavenly Father, constant in mercy and great in faithfulness: we ask that you pour down your grace upon “Groom”||”Bride” that they may fulfill the vows they have made this day, and reflect your steadfast love in life-long faithfulness to each other.  From your great store of strength, give them power and patience, affection and understanding, courage and hope.

    Faithful Lord Jesus, source of love, use us gathered here this day to support “Bride”||”Groom”in their life together; and give us such a sense of your constant love that we may employ all our strength in a life of praise of you and service for others.

    Gracious Holy Spirit, you bless the family and renew your people.  Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children more and more with your grace, that, strengthening and supporting each other, they may serve those in need and be a sign of fulfillment of your perfect kingdom, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER  (spoken or sung)
BENEDICTION: Almighty God: Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in his light and truth, and love, now and forever.  Amen.

You may Kiss your Bride!
It’s my joy and privilege to introduce you to: Mr. & Mrs. ____  _______
                                                                                      OR ____ & ____  ________ 

Scriptures:

Scripturetc "Scripture" \l 5When the wedding service is celebrated in the Church and two Christians enter into a lifelong commitment with each other, it is surely desirable to frame the worship with readings from God's Word! 
You may choose to include one, two, or three texts.  Here are some biblical texts to explore:
OLD TESTAMENT:

Genesis 1:26-28


Woman and Man created in the image of God
Genesis 2:18-24


Companionship rather than loneliness
Proverbs 3:3-6



Loyalty and faithfulness written on the heart
Song of Solomon 2:10-13  

The voice of the beloved
Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Many waters cannot quench love
Isaiah 63:7-9



God’s steadfast love lifts up the people

Jeremiah 31:31-34


The new covenant of the people of God

NEW TESTAMENT:

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

If God is for us, who is against us

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18


A living sacrifice and genuine love
I Corinthians 13:4-8a  

The greatest gift is love
Ephesians 3:14-19


The breadth, height and depth of Christ’s love

Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33

Walk in love, as Christ loved us

Philippians 4:4-9


Rejoice in the Lord always
Colossians 3:12-17


Clothed in compassion, kindness, & patience
1 John 3:18-24


Let us love in truth and action
1 John 4:7-16



Let us love one another for love is of God

GOSPEL:

Matthew 5:1-10


The Beatitudes
Matthew 5:14-16


You are the light, let your light shine
Matthew 7:21, 24-29


A wise person builds upon the rock
Matthew 19:3-6


What God has united must not be divided
Matthew 22:35-40


Love, the greatest commandment

Mark 10:6-9



They are no longer two but one

John 2:1-11



The wedding at Cana

John 15:9-17



Love one another as I have loved you

Can Other Readings Be Used?

Can Other Readings Be Used?tc "Can Other Readings Be Used?" \l 5Sure!  There may be other sources you’d like to consider for the inclusion of poetry, meditations, or inspiration in your ceremony.  Due to the public nature of the service, however, we ask that you consult with Pastor Jim as you consider any non-biblical readings, so that these sources reflect the Christian understanding of love and marriage.  
One popular reading that can be considered is “On Marriage” by Kahil Gibran, taken from his book The Prophet:

Then Almitra spoke again and said, "And what of Marriage, master?"  

And he answered saying:

You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore.

You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.

Ay, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.

But let there be spaces in your togetherness,

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love:

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls,

Fill each other's cup, but drink not from one cup.

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be joyous,

   but let each one of you be alone,

   Even as the strings of a lute are alone

     though they quiver with the same music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.

For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.

And stand together, yet not too near together:

   For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

   And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow.

The Marriage Vows:

The Marriage Vowstc "The Marriage Vows" \l 5The vows you will make to each other express your commitment to each other.  It is with these promises, made to each other before God and the assembled community, that you will pledge your love, fidelity, and lifelong commitment.  Here are some suggestions. You may simply choose to use one of these as it’s written.  Or, you may write your own, using these as a starting point.  Pastor Jim is willing to help you in this process!

1. I take you, ____________, to be my wife/husband from this day forward, to join with you and share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you until death parts us.

2. I take you, ____________, to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise you:  I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help, and care for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will try with you to better understand ourselves, the world, and God; through the best and worst of what is to come until death parts us.

3. I take you, ____________, to be my wife/husband, I promise before God and these witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health; to forgive and strengthen you, and to join with you so that together we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live.

4. ____________, I take you to be my wife/husband, from this time onward, to join with you and to share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to listen, to inspire and to respond; and in all circumstances of our life together be loyal to you with my whole life and with all my being until death parts us.

5. I, ________ take you, ________, to be my wife/husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or for worse, in comfort or difficulty, joy or sorrow, abundance or want, health or sickness, until we are parted by death.  I promise you my steadfast love and faithfulness.

6. I take you, ____________, to be my wife/husband from this day forward, to join with you and share all that is to come.  I promise you as much happiness as I can give, and as your husband/wife, I promise you my friendship, faithfulness and love until death parts us.

Some people wish to memorize their vows, while others have found it better to simply repeat the words after the pastor.  Whichever method you choose, be assured that Pastor Jim will have a written copy of your vows to walk you through the words you've planned to say to one another.

Children Present?  Involve Them!tc "Children Present?  Involve Them!" \l 5
Children Present?  Involve Them!tc "Children Present?  Involve Them!" \l 5When children are present from previous relationships, you may decide to have them fully involved in their wedding service.  One way is to engage them in an exchange of promises.  If you'd like to consider this option, here is one example of some language that might prove helpful. 
This would be used when older children are present:

________:  you not only bring to this marriage a love for ________, but also a commitment and love for _______ (child/ren). Will you now also accept the responsibility to give care and love to ________, and pledge to patiently support _______ in her parenting of him/her/them? I will, with God's help.
_________:  will you have ________ as a new member of your family?  Will you listen to her/him, remember her/him and your Dad/Mom in your prayers, and thus welcome ________ as your stepmother/father? We will, with God's help.
Unity Candle:

Unity Candletc "Unity Candle" \l 5There is now a well-established tradition of lighting a candle to symbolize the miraculous union that takes place in the wedding (c.f., "the two shall become one flesh" Mt 19:5).  Traditionally, two tapers are used to light a larger candle. 

The old tradition is that the tapers are then blown out. Please think and talk about the symbolism of that action. You do not cease to be individuals in marriage, but rather are united by God in a mystical union with one another, that Paul describes as being similar to that of Christ with the Church.  Please consider leaving the two smaller candles burning.  

Signing Marriage License:

Signing Marriage Licensetc "Signing Marriage License" \l 5Your wedding serves a dual purpose.  You are married in the eyes of God and under the laws of the State.  The old tradition was to sign the marriage license in the pastor's study after the wedding.  Many couples today are choosing to include the signing of the certificates within the wedding service before the assembled congregation.  This can be accomplished at the altar at the same time as the unity candle is lit.

The way it might be accomplished is to have the two of you come forward (one around each end of the altar), sign the license, and then return to your places (perhaps arm in arm, following the same path together).  Thus you further symbolize your coming to your wedding as individuals and beginning your marriage as a couple!  Then, your best man and maid/matron of honor would come forward to also sign as witnesses. Finally, Pastor Jim will sign the license.
Wedding Music

Organist – Instrumentalists:

You will need to contact a musician to play for your wedding. Our organists are acquainted with our church, or organ, piano, and electric keyboard, and the manner in which weddings are conducted here.  The primary organists from Faith Lutheran who may be available to play for your wedding are Peggy Madson at 901-4726 and Sue Riesterer at 775-4190.
If you choose to have an outside organist play it is your and his/her responsibility to check all details with the pastor conducting the wedding service.  We also ask that he/she contact Peggy so he/she can be oriented to our organ and so we will know the instrument will be cared for appropriately.
Often your organist can be of great help to you in planning the music you choose for your special day. You may also choose a string quartet, someone who plays the guitar, or a worship combo, depending upon your musical tastes and the tone you want to set for your celebration.

Some music may be available through our organist to use.  If a particular selection is not available however, it is your responsibility to purchase and provide your organist such music at least 1 month prior to your wedding date.  Music can be returned to you after the service.

The organist fee is $125.00, to be paid the day of the wedding.  This includes: the wedding service and a maximum of three (3) hours of vocal or instrumental rehearsal.  Additional hours of practice with the vocalist or instrumentalist will be a rate of $20.00 an hour.

Soloist/Vocalists:

Since the wedding is a congregational act of worship, you might want to choose a hymn to involve your guests in the service. Vocal Music Considerationstc "Vocal Music Considerations" \l 5Couples often desire to have other music included in their wedding service.  Whether performed by a soloist or a group, there are countless songs from which to choose.  You can talk to your organist or instrumentalist(s) for suggestions, or decide on your vocalist(s) and ask for their suggestions.
When choosing a vocalist(s), we suggest you chose someone familiar with reading music and has sung for weddings in the past. We ask that the music selected be approved. The fee you’ll pay for this service should be arranged when you contact him/her initially.
While there may be a piece of popular music that is “your song,” it may neither fit, nor be musically rendered in a satisfactory manner, within your wedding worship.  Pastor Jim will want to be involved in discussing your musical choices.  
Suggested number of songs for your service may include:
 
2-3 selections before the service - may be sung or done on piano or organ

 
Processional (s) - may be sung or done on piano or organ

 
2-3 songs or hymns during the service - may be sung or done on the piano or organ

 
1 recessional - may be sung or done on piano or organ
RELIGIOUS MUSICAL CHOICES
· And On This Day
· Angels Among Us
· Blest Be the Tie that Binds
· Borning Cry
· Bridal Prayer
· By My Side
· Cherish The Treasure
· For Life and All Its Richness
· Gather Us In
· The Gift of Love
· He Has Chosen You For Me
· In This Life
· In This Quiet Moment
· In This Very Room
· Join Us Now
· Let There Be Peace On Earth
· Like A Seal on Your Heart
· The Lord’s Prayer
· Love Grows Here
· May The Good Lord Bless and Keep You
· My Prayer For You
· On Eagles Wings
· One Bread, One Body (good for communion)
· One Hand, One Heart
· Only God Could Love You More
· Parents Prayer
· Prayer of St. Francis (good for communion)
· Today We Pledge
· Together (also duet)
· Treasures
· Walk With Them, Lord
· Wedding Prayer
· Wedding Song
· When Two Become One
· When You Created Love
· Wherever You Go
NEW RELEASE/MODERN MUSIC

· A little more time on you (God must have spent)

· All I Ask of You

· All of Me

· All of My Life

· Always

· Always and Forever

· Annie’s Song

· Because You Loved Me

· Endless Love

· From This Moment On

· Grow Old With Me

· Honestly

· I Cross My Heart

· If

· Imagine

· I Need You

· I’ve Dreamed of You

· The Keeper of the Stars

· Let It Be Me

· Long As I Live

· Longer

· Lost In This Moment

· Love

· My Cup Runneth Over

· Nobody Loves Me Like You Do

· One Friend

· Only Time

· The River

· The Rose

· Something That We Do

· Sunrise Sunset

· Theme From Ice Castles

· Tonight I Celebrate My Love

· Treasures

· Turn Around

· Unchained Melody

· The Vows Go Unbroken

· The Wind Beneath My Wings

· You and I

· You Light Up My Life

OTHER WEDDING DETAILS
The Rehearsal:

The Rehearsaltc "The Rehearsal" \l 5The purpose of the wedding rehearsal is to try out your plans.  It will last 45-60 minutes and be led by Jody.  It is the time to make sure you and your bridal party is aware of and comfortable with the way your wedding will be preformed.  You and all the members of the bridal party will need to be on time and prepared to walk through the details of the wedding service. 

Candelabra and Candles:
The church owns a pair of seven branch, black iron candelabra.  These are often used on either side of the altar. We have five pair of wooden candelabras that are spaced on the pews down the center aisle. Oil filled candles are used in these candelabra. There is a candle fee for the use of the oil candles ($15.00 for aisle candles and $20.00 for 7 branch candleabras). 
We also have a wedding candelabra (a unity candle) if you desire this as part of your ceremony. You must furnish the wedding candle (usually a three-inch pillar candle plus the two (2) tapers). If you are using your own unity candle, please place Saran Wrap around the base to catch any drippings that might fall. Please buy drip less candles.  The Unity Candle should be lighted once prior to the wedding, so that it will be easier to light on the wedding day.

Banners – Flowers:
We have several beautiful wedding banners from which you may choose to decorate the wall behind the altar.  
You may also choose to have your own made.  If you do this, consider leaving it with us for future weddings.

We also have a pair of brass floor flower vases which may be used for your flowers.  If any flowers are to remain for the Sunday services, please inform the church office of this.

Aisle Runners, Flowers and Bows:
The white aisle runner, pew bouquets or bows are not provided by the church.  These can be secured from your florist. Keep in mind that using an aisle runner on our tile center aisle can be dangerous as it can slide and cause people to trip.

Wedding Bulletins:
Wedding bulletins are a nice addition to the service.  It helps inform your guests who the attendants are and permits them to follow the service more easily.  Some beautiful bulletins have been designed by the bridal party themselves.  Others purchase them where they buy the invitations.  We can also order them from just about any of the church publishing houses.  The cost usually runs from $8.00 to $10.00 per hundred.  However, the printing inside must then still be done by the wedding couple.  The Valders Journal can set this up and print them for you, or if you have it printed out as you want it to appear, a number of other printers are available in Manitowoc and other communities.

Wedding Pictures:
The taking of pictures by anyone during the service except the photographer you’ve hired is not advisable.  It is helpful to have this printed in the bulletin.  Please notify your family and friends that flash pictures are not to be taken during the service.  If you are having a professional photographer, please have him/her talk to the pastor prior to the service. Flash pictures, are permitted as the wedding party enters and leaves the nave.

The picture taking should be completed at least one-half hour before the service is to begin. Taking pictures before the service also allows you to stay with your guests following the service.  If special poses are desired with the pastor (exchange of rings — blessing, etc.), please inform us and plan to take those pictures very early in the process.

Please remember that when pictures are taken in the sanctuary, before or after, this is still God’s house, and excessive informality is to be avoided.

Custodian:
Please remember the custodian with a $30.00 gift.  He will put up the candelabra and banner if so desired.  He will see to it that the building is in tip top shape for the service, and has to come back following the service to check things over and pick things up for the following Sunday services.  

Marriage License:
A marriage license must be in the hands of the pastor before he can perform the ceremony.  Please bring this to the church office before the rehearsal night or hand it to the Pastor on the night of the rehearsal. It is the pastor’s responsibility to see that it is duly registered with the Clerk of Court of Manitowoc County. 

A license must be obtained in the county where at least one of the applicants has resided for 30 days. A brochure from the Manitowoc County Courthouse with all of the information about obtaining your marriage license is enclosed with this booklet.

Sound Operator:
For the ease of the Pastor and organist, a Sound Operator will attend the wedding and rehearsal to operate the sound board.  We will make the assignment of who will perform this function for you from those who’ve been trained to do so.  A donation of $30.00 is recommended for their efforts.
Paying Wedding Fees:

Plan to leave your checks or cash in the office prior to your wedding rehearsal.  Our staff will see that they get to the pastor, organist, wedding coordinator, custodian, sound operator and the church treasurer.
WEDDING CHECKLIST
6-12 months before wedding

_____  Organist scheduled

_____  Ushers and Readers

_____  Bridesmaids and groomsmen
3-6 months before wedding

_____  Flowers

_____  Invitations

1-3 months before wedding
_____  Meet with Pastor and Wedding Coordinator to plan service
_____  Music and Scripture readings picked

_____  Rehearsal time set

_____  Banner

1 month before wedding

_____  Marriage License purchased

_____  Final copy of service to the Pastor

_____  7-Branch Candelabra

_____  Pew Candles
_____  Unity Candle

_____  Aisle Runner

_____  Decorations

_____  Bulletins

Last week before wedding

_____  Marriage License to Pastor

_____  Gratuities dropped off at the church:


_____  Pastor $100 



_____  Organist $125


_____  Wedding Coordinator  $75

_____  Custodian $30



_____  Candle Fees: $15 for aisle candles  and/or $20 for 7-branch candelabra


_____  Sound Technician - $30
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