Updated 12/16/11 – scroll down to the bottom for the latest!

Subject: Bill In Tanzania as of Friday 11/18/11


Bill called again early this morning.  Not quite so early as the other day.  I received the call at 4:00 AM and it was 1:00 PM there.  He is still in Darussalam until probably Sunday.  He bought a cell phone that works in Africa, however; he still doesn't know how expensive it is to use.  We talked for about 5 minutes and he had the following things to share:

His shopping experience is quite different there as opposed to here stateside.  He hasn't been in a shopping environment that has a solid floor.  All shops have dirt floors.  He said there are "real" stores around, however Sister Carisma only goes to the local shops and they don't have floors! Seems just about everybody has a cell phone, no shoes, but they do have a cell phone!

They have purchased stoves and refrigerators for the school and orphanage.  They will line up transportation today.  They will be picking up her car today as well.  Bill was a bit surprised to learn that she has never had a driver’s license and that someone else will drive them to Chipotle.  Sure to be another experience!

As far as what is he eating?  He said that they serve chicken for every meal, sort of like the Orientals.  I guess chickens feed easy and grow quickly.  They serve eggs in every way possible for breakfast as long as they are scrambled.  He's not sure what they add, but it makes a good breakfast.  He had a boiled egg the other morning and everyone found it to be quite a treat. They also serve some sort of something like grits but more like hummus.  There is watermelon available at every meal.  Glad that he likes watermelon!

He is staying in a motel on the bishop's compound.  I don't know what else to call it other than a compound.  There are many buildings, each with a special purpose.  The electricity is sporadic.  Transformers blow out on a regular basis and this is in the big city!  He keeps the air conditioning turned on whenever possible.  The unit he has in his room needs to be turned on each time the power goes out and then he needs to manually turn it back on, so he , like everybody else, turns it on high to get things cool again.  Ergo....another transformer blows out and the cycle goes on again.  I'm sure that air conditioning is not the only problem that they have with the power.

The weather is in the 70 to 80 degree range with a humidity of 90+ percent.  Needless to say he is glad to have his deodorant handy!  Wonder how he'll do when he gets to the orphanage where the power and water will be a precious commodity.  I guess we'll all learn about that later.

His destination of Chipotle is 35 miles straight west of Segea.

There is still no word of the whereabouts of the container.  That too will be part of a later update.

Till then......................Keep him in your thoughts and prayers.
Tina
******************************************************************************

Subject: Update Bill's Africa Mission-Thanksgiving Day

Bill was able to call this morning and shared the followng information:

First of all he wants to wish everyone a" Happy Thanksgiving" and say "Thank You" for all your prayers and support.  

He left Darussalam on Tuesday morning  at 4:00 AM local time.  It took 20 hours to get to Sangea, arriving about midnight.  He saw elephants, monkeys and a lot of other wildlife.  I don't recall all that he said.  They spent all day in Sangea where Sister Carisma had business to tend to.  They left Sangea around 4:30 PM and an hour later were at Chipole.

The road to Chipole from Sangea leaves a lot to be desired to even call it a road.  His description of the trail was amazing.  There were areas that he wondered how the driver knew where to go.  Some areas were very evident that it is a road and others not so much.  There were some ruts so large that a car could stay in them.  To say to drive with caution is an understatement.

As I send this update, Bill has only been there a day, so there are still not a lot of details that I can offer as far as the operation itself.

The school and its compound is a very large system.  He said the school, orphanage and housing units are at least the size of the village of Reedsville.  There are 2,000+ people plus who depend on the success of this effort.  There are students in this school who have traveled from as far as Darussalam to attend school there.  School is an 11 month session.  The students have gone home now for a 1 month break and will return the first part of January.  There are some of the students that were not able to go home for the break due to lack of funds from their families for the bus ride or the possibility that their family no longer exists.    The cost of the bus ride would be about $40.00 US Dollars.  Bill said it broke his heart to see these children being left behind.  He thought about putting the first child he saw on the bus until he realized that there were many students on the same predicament.  He didn't know where to start and stop, also he had only been there a few hours and didn't fully realize what was happening.  Sister Carisma said that if you send these children home, they may not have a place to go once they arrive back in their home area.

Bill took a tour earlier today and toured the wood working shop.  He said the wood used there is twice as hard as the oak wood we use to build.  They actually use pieces of this wood as a hammer.  The table saw that was being used to cut door jams was the crudest thing he ever saw.  They currently  make all the cuts needed with a very, very dull saw blade to each of the pieces of wood, reset the saw table with shims, make the next cuts and continue in this fashion until all cuts are made.  He heard someone pounding with what sounded like a hammer only to see that they were using a piece of the same type of wood they were cutting as a hammer.   He said that when they get to see what is in the container, they will probably fall on their knees in awe and appreciation.  

He said that he saw two other tractors in a shed, which were not operational.  He figures he will get to look at them in the next little bit.  He only hopes that he can jury-rig them into operating again.  

As far as the complex itself and the overall population, I can only share that there are over 1000 students and 700+ orphans.  The school accepts students from other areas because the parents pay for those students which helps offset the costs of feeding and teaching the orphans.  There is a farm area in the complex which has pigs and cows.  There are 3-4 sows ready to farrow in the next week or so.  The cows are milked in the morning, left to pasture, brought in for the evening milking and left in the barn overnight.  The reasoning for the overnight in the barn is still not understood.  He didn't say how many cattle were there.

There seems to be a large amount of assistance from other services from other countries; Switzerland, Norway and Germany,  Not sure if there are others or not.  The Italians began to build a hospital there 5 years ago.  With the economy in the tank globally, there has been nothing done in the last few years.  The superstructure is partially completed and a security fence has been built around the area.  He doesn't know the rest of the story.

All the people at the school and orphanage are fed 100% from the acreage given to them by the government of Tanzania.  Bill thinks there are more than the 100 acres that he was led to believe existed.  He thinks it might be part of the language barrier and the inaccuracy of translation.

Again, some of this information as updated,  may change in accuracy.
I can tell you that Bill is going to come back a changed person.  He can't believe the need and the level of appreciation for the little that he's been able to do in the short time he's been there.  The children just hang onto him as he walks around.  They feel the need to touch and confirm the fact that someone cares enough to give them their time and share their personal space.

As we enjoy the warmth and comfort of family and friends during this Holiday season, keep these and all less fortunate in your thoughts and prayers.
Until later-
Tina
******************************************************************************

Friday, December 9, 2011
Good Morning.
Talked to Bill this morning and he had a few things to share.  There is quite a celebration at the school and orphanage.  They are canonizing a saint there today and that is taking all their resources and time today and for the week end.  He didn't know all the details because of the language barrier.  There was a large parade into the town and the people were making music with anything they have and singing and cheering to the point that you couldn't hear yourself think.  A very special event for them.

The latest update for the school and orphanage is that they will be drilling a well for the compound this week and connecting the school to fresh drinking water.  The plan is to have everything hooked up to clean water by the week’s end.  The hope is that they can have enough money to drill a second well in the near future for the orphanage as well.  The septic also needs to be updated to keep the wells from becoming contaminated.  Bill said the cost of each well is about one million British Schillings which equates to about $10,000 American.  There will be a lot of plumbing to complete the project as well.  The old existing system was built by the Germans about 60 years ago and amounted to capturing surface water from the hill sides and transferring it through clay pipes and funneled to a reservoir which is easily contaminated.  The old system will be dismantled so people can't use it.  

The students will be returning in a few weeks and the water needs to be available.  Not sure what has changed that they were able to function just prior to the students leaving and their return.  It may have to do with the onset of the rainy season.  This is the beginning of the rainy season, so continuing this work won't be easy. The language barrier continues to be a problem. They have not been able to teach Bill their language, however Bill has learned a few words of theirs.  

Sister Carisma will be leaving for Darussalam on the 16th to get the container.  Bill has learned that the tractor needs to be registered with the government of Tanzania and he's not sure how they will do that since no one thought to get a serial number for the tractor prior to loading it.  As we all know, tractors in the US do not need to be registered.  I guess it's time for  a few more prayers.

I guess that's about all I have to share.  I tried to use Skype to call him and can't get it to work.  I hope to get it working in the near future so, hopefully, communication will be a bit more frequent.

When I hear of their struggles, it reminds me of just how good we have it here.  When I hear someone complaining about things, all I need to do is think of these and all others less fortunate.  I do believe that we have not behaved so, as to be treated so well.

Keep them in your thoughts and prayers during this Holiday season.

Tina

*****************************************************************************
Subject: Bill In Tanzania As of 12/16/11

I talked to Bill this morning and he offered these updates.

They will be looking at getting the container this coming week.  Keep your fingers crossed that all works out well.  Sister Angeline Hansen was able to get the required numbers by which to identify the tractor to Sister Carisma or whoever needed to have them so the tractor can be registered.  That is a major problem resolved.  We'll just have to wait to see if anything else comes up.  Keep this effort with the container in your prayers.

Another project for this upcoming week is to get the first well drilled.  There was a delay because of the required piping that had to be ordered from Darussalam, which is scheduled to arrive the middle of next week.  When the piping arrives, the well will be drilled and the water will be plumbed to the buildings. The same crew will be fixing the septic for the orphanage and main complex of buildings in that area.   Once that huge project is completed, they hope to drill another needed well for the secondary school complex and correct the septic issues for that area as well.  With the completion of these huge projects, there will be a vast improvement in the health issues of all the residents of the orphanage and school.

This week also included the building of a wall for a chicken coop for the chickens they hope to get.  These materials were donated to them and hopefully the chickens will follow.  Like in the movie "Field of Dreams", you build it and they will come.

There is a lot of work being done during this, their rainy season; trees are being planted, classrooms are being prepped for the return of the students etc.  The children that did not leave for the school break, whether orphans or students, continue to follow Bill around like lost puppies.  They are anxious to help wherever they can whenever time allows.  Remember, nothing happens quickly in Africa!

Bill said for me to say "Hi" to everyone and a "Thank You" for the prayers.  There are miracles happening everyday for them.

Merry Christmas.

Until later------------

Tina
