
F A I T H  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H   
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Have you made any New Yearôs Resolutions? I am making two pastoral 

resolutions as I enter 2012. I plan to reorganize my use of time to work 

toward two goals. The first is to increase the number of pastoral visits I 

have been making. 

 

Secondly, I believe there is a need for more Bible study at Faith, which 

was confirmed by the Church Assessment Tool. The initial way Iôll offer 

more scripture study is to return to a homiletical style Iôve used in the past 

called the ñTeaching ï Preachingò method.  

 

This approach will replace the 12-15 sermon youôre accustomed to with 2-

3 minute lessons on each of the weekôs texts. A 6 ï 8 minute homily will 

then apply the texts to our daily lives. This approach will expand our 

appreciation and understanding of the weekly readings. 

 

I plan to follow this process for the Epiphany Season. I will want to hear 

how you experience this approach. With the guidance of our Worship 

Teams I will decide whether to continue it in Lent and beyond. 

 

Speaking of Bible study, have you heard we have 17 (!) people from 

Faith Lutheran who will start the Bethel Series this month?! WOW ï 

thatôs a phenomenal response! Once they have completed the 2-year 

Teacher Training course some of them will teach Bethel to others, which 

will radically increase your opportunities to dig deeply into Godôs Word. 

This will have a significant impact on our congregation into the future! 

 

But two years is a long time to wait and not everyone will be able to make 

the Bethel commitment. So, I will soon offer a Bible Survey Course I 

have developed and taught in the past. Watch for details and, please, share 

your ideas about when this class might be offered so you can join in when 

it starts. 

 

Wishing you a blessed and meaningful New Year, 

 

Pastor Jim  
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In the life of faith...  
 

Bible Study Groups  
January 14 & 18  

The Bev/Cheryl Bible Study Group will meet January 14 
at 9:00 a.m. in the library. 
The Penny Bible Study Group will meet January 18 at 
9:00 a.m. 
The Vi Bible Study Group will meet January 18 at 9:00 
a.m. in the youth room.    

The Terry/Marge Bible Study Group will meet January 
18 at 1:30 p.m. in the library. 
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Youth Opportunities  New Member Class Scheduled  

If you, or someone you know, is 

interested in becoming a  

member of Faith Lutheran 

Church there are some  

important dates this month. A 

New Member Class is planned for three Sunday 

mornings January 8 th , 15th  and 22nd. Weõll meet in 

the Library during the Sunday School Hour  

starting about 9:20. A Reception of New Members 

is planned for February 12 th . 

    Since weõll be mailing out the material to be used 

for the sessions, it will be helpful to know who 

plans to participate. If youõd like to join the group, 

please give Pastor Jim a call (973 -0010) or drop 

him an e-mail (pjrasmus@tds.net ). 

Please join the Youth and Family Board and Hands on 

Mission Committee on Sunday, January 8th at 9:15 
a.m. in the Reception Room as we present ñChildren of 

the Plainsò, a 20/20 episode by Diane Sawyer.   

Diane clearly shows the plight of life for youth and  

families on the South Dakota Pine Ridge Reservation.  

Children of Pine Ridge are some of the poorest in our county and it is our 

hope to have an intergenerational mission trip during the summer of 2012 to 

the Pine Ridge Reservation.  So join us between services on the 8th for coffee, 

a video, and discussion.  This interesting piece is for adults, youth and their 

parents.  

 At 4 Seasons 

Youth and Family Sledding Event                                                                                     
All ages are invited to join us at the church on  

Saturday, January 21st from 3-5 pm for sledding, pizza 

and hot chocolate!  Bundle up and grab your sleds! 

Weôll be sledding down the hill at the 

church and if possible weôll move some 

snow to make it even bigger!  You 

wonôt want to miss this fun fellowship 

event for the entire Faith family!    

 

Luther League                                                                                                                              

Luther League will meet on Wednesday, January 4th at 

7:15 pm in the youth room!  All 9-12th graders are    

invited to join us for games, fellowship and devotions! 

mailto:pjrasmus@tds.net
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In the Life of Faith continued...  

From Our Neighbors  

   Faith's book club will be discussing Giants in 
the Earth at the home of Julie Casper on  
Thursday, February 9 at 6:30 p.m.   
   Giants in the Earth, by O.E. Rolvaag, narrates 
the story of a Norwegian immigrant family's  
struggles on the American plains from 1873 to 
1881. The novel details the triumphs, hardships, 
and ultimate tragedies of South Dakota farmers 
as they try to wrest a  
livelihood from a land 
that, while fertile, often 
proves actively hostile to 
human habitation.   
   Please read the book 
and join us for  
discussion.  If you have 
questions, please contact 
Julie (323-0245), or the 
church office.    

What have you read lately?  

First Communion Retreat 

Saturday, January 14 

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 

First Communion 

Sunday, January 29 

10:30 a.m. service 

Soup for the Souls:  Mark your  
calendars for Wednesday, January 
18th at 4:00 p.m.  We will be  
cooking up some delicious chili that 
night in the kitchen; the only  
question is noodles or no noodles?   
All are welcome to help prepare 
the soup and lend your opinion! 

Has home ownership always seemed liked an impossible dream?   If you 

want to own a home, volunteer, or just want to know more, this  

informational session is for you!  Join us Thursday, January 19 at  

6:00 p.m. at Faith.  Free child care is provided.   

 

Applications will be available and members of the Family Services Committee 

will be present to help you.  Please call Jean at the Manitowoc County Habitat  

                                       for Humanity office at 683 -8466 to register for the session. 
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Liturgical Roles 

Membership  

Baptized .............................................................. 1009 
Confirmed .............................................................. 775 
Families ................................................................. 267 

Altar Guild Servers  

Communion:  
January 1, 15 & 29................................. Committee #1 
February 5 & 19 ..................................... Committee #2  
 

Melissa Evenson, Chair (Committee #1) 
Bev Torrison,  Chair (Committee #2) 

Acolyte Schedule  

1/1 Early:  Courtney Fahley 
 Late:  Elizabeth Robley 
1/8 Early:  Megan Greif 
 Late:  Mitchell Jones 
1/15 Early:  Kylee Griffin 
 Late:  Alex Hoeppner 
1/22 Early:  Cole Preston 
 Late:  Alyssa Johnson 
1/29 Early:  Emily Reinertson 
 Late:  Jasmine Koehler 
 
2/5 Early:  Jesse Schwoerer  
 Late:  Erin Reinke 
2/12 Early:  Cameron Tuschel  
 Late:  Alyssa Christianson 
2/19 Early:  Lexi Evenson 
 Late:  Kollin Fischer 
2/26 Early:  Joshua Geiger 
 Late:  Javelin Hansen 

Head Usher Schedule - Sunday 

January  
Early ........................................................... Mathew Krogh 
Late .................................................................. Paul Franz 
February  
Early  ....................................................... Dennis Evenson 
Late .................................................. Richard Christianson 

Pastoral Acts  

Baptisms ............................. Addysyn Elizabeth Blanke 
Marriages 
Funeral Services 
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Liturgical Roles ~ Worship Responsibilities 

Worship Attendance  

Sunday  Early  Late Wed. Total  
11-20 122 69 90 281 
11-27 125 78 106 309 
12-4 152 74 85 311 
12-11 145 59 103              307
  
Communion     11 -16     11-20      11-30      12-4     12-7 
Congregation      67          140           57        161       71 
Guests                                10            1            10        2 
Private 20                     

Ushers  

1/1 Early:  Wayne Huske, Don & Delores Johnson 
 Late:  Ron Jones 
1/8 Early:  Lee W. Evenson, Lyle & Arlene Roehrig 
 Late:  Caleb Madson, Tyler Madson 
1/15 Early:  Lee W. Evenson, Steve Ahrens 
 Late:  Gary Bratz, Lyle & Arlene Roehrig 
1/22 Early:  Steve and Ginny Schwoerer 
 Late:  Loren and Ethan Ulness 
1/29 Early:  Gary and Linda Heeler 
 Late:  Ted Greif Family 
Greeters  

1/1 Early:  Jerry Hoefner and Pat Christianson 
 Late:  David and Terry Haupt  
1/4 Lorin and Linda Berge 
1/8 Early:  Gary and Stephanie Mittnacht 
 Late:  Ron and Joceil Jones 
1/11 Dennis and Cathy Luckow 
1/15 Early:  Bob and Sue Pederson Family 
 Late:  Tom and Rae Lynn Madson 
1/18 Eric, Lana and Eli Nelson 
1/22 Early:  Richard and Linda Menza 
 Late:  Jim, Brenda & Bailey Goehring 
1/25 Dennis and Cathy Luckow 
1/29 Early:  Bryce and Penny Larson 
 Late:  Matt and Jennifer Berge Family 

Communion Servers  

 

1/1 Early:  Don Johnson, Terry Huske,  
             Larry Madson 
 Late:  Hoyer/Lund Family 
1/4 Charley & Veryl Hein, Becky Scharnhorst 
1/15 Early:  Roger & Carolyn Hallberg,  
             Kaye Jandrey 
 Late:  Martha Rasmus, Bob Argall,  
           Stefanie Kaderabek 
1/18 Cathy Luckow, Becky Scharnhorst, Zibung 
1/29 Early:  Don Schreiner, Bev Hildebrandt 
             LuAnn Helgeson 
 Late:  Linda Berge 
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                               Beckyôs Message 
 

  
 
 

As I write this I can hear the raindrops falling on the roof.  Thatôs right.  I said rain.  I can hardly believe itôs the 
middle of December and the only thing blanketing the ground is one giant, sloppy puddle.  Yuck.  I know many of 
you will question my sanity when I admit this but I have literally jumped out of the bed every morning for the past 
two weeks to run to my window and look expectantly outside hoping to see some white stuff covering the 
ground.  Forget the weather reports.  I care not what they say.  I love snow and Iôm hoping for some soon.   
 I have a few other cold-weather friends who share my enthusiasm and the other day we were lamenting 
that it just doesnôt seem like Christmas without snow on the ground.  On the drive home later I felt the tug of the 
Holy Spirit challenging me regarding my perception that Christmas isnôt Christmas without snow.  Even those of 
us who know and celebrate the awesome gift of the Christ Child at Christmas sometimes get caught up in the 
worldly perceptions of what makes Christmas special.  In fact, how many of you are wondering why in the world 
Iôm talking about Christmas in January?  Itôs over, right?  Iôll gently remind you that the season of Christmas     
actually goes until January 8th.  So carry on with your celebrations!   
 And really, why wouldnôt we celebrate the gift of ñEmmanuel - God with Usò throughout the year?       
Christmas is Christmas with or without snow, with or without presents, with or without festive food and elaborate 
parties.  Christmas is Christmas because God choose to give human form to His love.  God choose to come to 
earth to dwell among us.  God choose to give His love and His life so that all may live.  Merry Christmas!  May 
Godôs awesome gift give new life and new hope to your new year! 
       Becky Scharnhorst  
      Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator 
 

 

Coming Soonê. The Faith Lutheran Church Variety Show!                                          

The high school youth are planning to host a variety show again this year on Sunday February 19th at 5 pm.  We 

would love to have you share your talents with us and the rest of the congregation!  Please sign-up now to be a 

part of this great show!  All ages are invited to participate!  If you are interested in participating, please fill out 

the form below and give it to Becky or drop it off at the church office.  Luther League is organizing this Variety 

Show in order to raise money for the National Youth Gathering and other shorter trips we will be taking next 

summer.  We are also looking for people to make a basket for our silent auction.  If you are willing and able to 

donate a basket, please call Becky at 775-9412.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Variety Show Participation Form  

 

Name of the Act: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Names of the people involved:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

Approximate length of the Act: _________________________________________      

 

Brief description of the Act: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Any special equipment needed: ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

White Christmas 
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The latest update for the school & orphanage is 
that they will be drilling a well for the compound 
this week & connecting the school to fresh  
drinking water.   The plan is to have everything 
hooked up to clean water by the weeks end.   The 
hope is that they can have enough money to drill a 
second well in the near future for the orphanage as 
well.  The septic also needs to be updated to keep 
the wells from becoming contaminated.   Bill said 
the cost of each well is about one million British 
Schillings which equates to about $10,000  
American.  There will be a lot of plumbing to  
complete the project as well.   The old existing  
system was built by the Germans about 60 years 
ago & amounted to capturing surface water from 
the hill sides & transferring it through clay pipes & 
funneled to reservoir which is easily  
contaminated.  That old system will be  
dismantled so people can't use it.   
  
The students will be returning in a few weeks & the 
water needs to be available.  Not sure what has 
changed that they were able to function just prior 
to the students leaving & their return.   It may have 
to do with the onset of the rainy season.   This is 
the beginning of the rainy season, so continuing 
this work won't be easy. The language barrier  
continues to be a problem. They have not ben able 
to teach Bill their language, however Bill has 
learned a few words of theirs.    
  
Sister Carisma will be leaving for Dar es Alam on 
the 16th to get the container.   Bill has learned that 
the tractor needs to be registered with the  
government of Tanzania & he's not sure how they 
will do that since no one thought to get a serial 
number for the tractor prior to loading it.   As we all 
know, tractors in the US do not need to be  
registered.   
 

I guess it's time for  a few more prayers. 

Update from Bill Bratz in Tanzania  

At the time of this writing, the Listening Phase 

approved during the October 16th Special  

Congregational Meeting is coming to a close.  

The first component of this phase, The Church 

Assessment Tool was met with tremendous  

response with 232 congregational members  

taking the time to share their thoughts about 

Faith.  Then on December 12, Jeff Kjellberg 

from Kairos and Associates held a Leadership 

Summit attended by over 20 diverse leaders of 

Faith.    

Jeff remained among us facilitating several small 

group gatherings and conducting many  

individual interviews.  As I write this evening, 

his final report and recommendations for Faith 

remain unknown to me. 

 

However throughout this process, something has 

become very apparent.  People care very deeply 

about Faith Lutheran Church!  And for that we 

can be grateful.  Because of the time commit-

ment from so many of you, the  

investment in Kairos and Associates will prove 

to be money well spent.  Yet our journey is not 

overéinformational meetings are forthcoming 

and important decisions still need to be made.   

 

I ask that you stay involved in order to stay  

informed.  Ask questions and seek answers .    

Jeff Kjellberg reminded us at the Leadership 

Summit to be diligent in our prayersðprayers 

for discernment of Godôs will for Faith Lutheran 

Church.  He also instructed us to pray for  

courage and conviction to follow the path that 

gets laid before us.  Please pray with me. 

 

Julie Endries 

From our President 
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Faith Lutheran Church Minutes ~ December 13, 

Those present:  Jeff Kjellberg, Julie Endries, Matt Berge, Stacy Wilker, David Haupt, Greg Sauressig, Kerri 
Schnell, Tammy Brill, Don Johnson, Don Christianson, Andy Seefeldt, Carolyn Hallberg, Terry Huske, Deb 
Schreiner, Pastor Jim, Bob Klessig.  Devotions were led by Don Christianson 
 
The group had an open conversation with Jeff about CAT survey, interviews, and process up until this time.   
Jeff will return to the church in January to present his final report and recommendations. 
 
Board of Directors meeting called to order at 8:45pm by Julie.  There was a motion to approve minutes from  
Novemberôs meeting as written.  Motion was approved.  Financial review led by Andy for the month of                      
November.   
 
À  The Personnel Committee has met and would like to have the BoD approve Christmas bonuses for Christine  

    and Ben. There was a motion made and approved.   
À  Concealed Carry Law Recommendation-As a church, we are only immune from liability if we do not restrict the  

    possession of weapons.  Therefore, a motion was made to not post weapon restrictions on church property.   
    Motion approved. 
À  Snow removal plan has been sent out. 

À  Defibrillator research committee is being created with Dan Esser and Jackie Downey and one other person  

    who is yet to be determined.  This group will meet in January 2012 to begin the research process. 
À  Laptop replacement research has shown that for $700-800 a quality machine can be purchased.  We have  

    $700 in an account; we would like to see any addition cost be taken from Board of Christian Education.   
    A motion made to use estate money from Harold Reinertson estate to purchase a laptop with any additional  
    funds taken from BoCE.  Motion approved. 
À  Annual Report information is due January 29th.  All Board Directors need to do a write up a recap of  the  

    events of the year to be included in the report.  Discussion on what happens to those reports that are not  
    picked up was discussed.  BoD suggestion is to leave the reports in the outer narthex for a few weeks, send  
    home with children in Sunday school and mail the rest. 
À  Housing Allowance for Pastor Jim discussion.  Motion was made that Rev. James Rasmus receive a  

    compensation of $41,850 for the year 2012, and a housing allowance of $21,150 for the year.  Motion  
    approved. 
À   Localendar was used with Listening Team, there was discussion of using it in the future for scheduling of  

     large scale events. 
À  Constant Contact, the email service used to communicate about the CAT survey, has a rate of $115 for a  

     yearly subscription.  Each Director is asked to have a conversation with their board as to if and how this  
     service would be beneficial for the board.  BoD will have a discussion at the next meeting to determine if it is  
     a worthwhile cost.  A suggestion was made that in the future it could be used to email newsletters, annual  
     reports, etc. 
À  Pastor led a quick look at attendance trends over past 3 years.   

 
Motion made to adjourn was made and approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 
 
Next meeting will be January 11, 2012 with devotions to be led by Matt. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Stacy Wilker, Secretary 
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Celebrating Your Birthday!   

 

 

 

JANUARY  
     
1. Breckin Franz 
     
2. Kyra Matuszak 
 
3. Esther Halverson 
  Kari Heeler 
  Kimora Williams 
 
4. Wayne Huske 
  Joceil Jones 
  Sydney Rohde 
 
5. Jennifer Fahley 
 
6. Christine Davison 
 
7. Melissa Evenson 
  Robert Klessig 
  Ginger Linsmeier 
  Joshua Voss 
 
8. Elma Castro 
  Abigail Reinke 
  Tannor Wittmus 
  Nancy Zeman 
  Marann Schmidt 
 
9. Susan Jeske 
  Ted Greif 
  Shannon Jorgenson 
  Lenka Hougen 
 
11. Travis Seefeldt 
  Phoebe Cigler 
 
12. Justin Kalies 
  
13. Brock Wetenkamp 
  Paige Neumeyer 
  Greta Greif 
 
14. Roy Sebo 
  Ann Reinke 
  Tad Rauber 
 
15. Stanley Johnson 
  
 

 
 
16. Janelle Schisel 
 
17. Kathy Muench 
 
18. Craig Christianson 
  Dick Halverson 
 
19. Rick Schultz 
  Gavin Meissner 
 
20. Randy Neumeyer 
  Chase Wilker 
 
21. Kim Rausch 
  Ashley Torrison 
  Libby Olson 
 
22. Marilyn Schad 
  Jeffrey Evenson 
  Sue Pederson 
 
23. William Bratz Sr. 
 
24. Kenneth Evenson 
  Rae Lynn Madson 
  David Kohlbeck 
 
25. Jody Koehler 
 
26. Jessica Moskow 
 
27. Madelyn Scharnhorst 
 
28. Alice Sebo 
  Audrey Lippert 
  Paige Howard 
 
29. Mabel Petersen 
  Aaron Robley 
  Seth Robley 
 
30. Tammy Esser 
  John Hastreiter 
 
31. Kiara Krogh 
  Claire Cayemberg 
 

 

FEBRUARY 
  

 1.    Tanner Ohlrogge 
     Brayden Schaeuble 
 
 2.    Sandy Weidling 
    James Downey 
     Travis Schisel 
 
 3.    Debra Linzmeier 
    Craig Zutz 
    Catherine Johnson 
    Tristan Teuke 
 
 5.   Gregory Saueressig 
    Lindsay Krage 
    Emerald Hastreiter 
    Garrett Ulness 
 
 6.   Reginald Haupt 
    Jett Hecker 
 
 7.   Virginia Schwoerer 
 
 8.   Lawrence Naidl 
    Donald Otto 
    Eli Nelson 
    Adam Check 
    Wendy Satori 
    Dominik Reichardt 
 
 10.  Cynthia Pederson 
     Derek Luckow 
    Stephanie McCulley 
      Megan Greif 
 

  


